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Hello,

Please enter the following as a public comment in the public hearing of the Drone Zone Hubs.
Thanks,

Aparna

Dear Redmond City Council,
| am Aparna Varadharajan, writing as a city resident and not as Planning Commissioner.

I strongly urge the City Council to put a moratorium on allowing drone hubs anywhere in the city
including the zones that were approved by City Council in the ICO dated 21 April 2026. There is
no emergency situation here that merits a hasty decision without due diligence.

Privacy is the primary concern, and we have not addressed it.

We do not know enough about the drones and their intended use, the data sharing by the
companies even for deliveries. Privacy concerns are immense. Drones are flying, potential-recording
devices. We should have a proper understanding before we even allow this use temporarily.

Similar to the Flock cameras, the FBI can request the data recorded by these drones, which by
necessity, carry cameras. Commercial drones could be used for various purposes from delivery to
surveillance. The use cases have neither been studied nor is data privacy protected. Video, photo,
and audio data from drones can be bought, handed over to federal agencies without city
intervention. Data breaches in companies are common too. This can hurt the community.

We need to be deliberate as this is new territory.
Given that the city can only regulate land use for whether drone hubs can exist and cannot
regulate what drones do in the air, we need to be more cautious in our approach rather than less.
We do not want to condone or support surveillance of any kind. We need to pause and be
intentional about this issue.
There are other issues to be discussed:

= Noise issues / disturbance.

= Public nuisance

= Harassment
Public safety/ property damage due to drones delivering erroneously or failing / falling
City’s liability: invasion of privacy, public safety, property damage
= Enforcement of any privacy controls
= Tree canopy damage

Arguments made by Council at the meeting on Flock Cameras on 26 May 2026, apply to the drone
hub as well. | would like to live in a city that does not approve such problematic land uses given the
lack of control over the FAA commercial drone policy. Redmond should be a city that does not
allow the land-use of commercial drone hubs at least until we have better safeguards in terms of
privacy enshrined in federal law.

Thank you for your consideration.
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