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Chapter 13.02 

WATER AND SEWER SERVICE FUNDS 

Sections: 

13.02.010    Fund created. 

13.02.020    Separate accounts for funds. 

13.02.010 Fund created. 

There is created and established in the office of the City TreasurerFinance Director a two special 

funds to be known and designated as the “City of Redmond Water and Sewer Revenue Fund” 
and the “City of Redmond Stormwater Revenue Fund.” (Ord. 1682 § 1 (part), 1992). 

13.02.020 Separate accounts for funds. 

The City TreasurerFinance Director shall maintain separate accounts for the “City of Redmond 

Water and Sewer Revenue Bond Fund, 1957,” and “Water Revenue Bond Fund, 1951,” and the 

“City of Redmond Water and Sewer Revenue Fund” and shall as needed to account separately 

for all monies received from consumers according to the rate schedules herein provided. (Ord. 

1682 § 1 (part), 1992). 

Chapter 13.03 

DEFINITIONS 

Sections: 

13.03.010    Novelty Hill service area. 

13.03.020    Redmond service area. 
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13.03.010 Novelty Hill service area. 

The Novelty Hill service area is that area east of 196th Avenue N.E., south of Novelty Hill Road 

and east of 212th Avenue N.E., north of Novelty Hill Road. (Ord. 2107 § 1 (part), 2001). 

13.03.020 Redmond service area. 

The Redmond service area is that area west of 196th Avenue N.E., south of Novelty Hill Road 

and west of 212th Avenue N.E, north of Novelty Hill Road. This area extends west to the 

Kirkland and Bellevue city limits. (Ord. 2107 § 1 (part), 2001). 

Chapter 13.04 

SEWAGEWASTEWATER WASTEWATER SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

Sections: 

13.04.010    Purpose. 

13.04.020    Definitions. 

13.04.030    Owner to connect to sewer system. 

13.04.040    Notice to connect – Connection by City. 

13.04.041    Connection required – When – How made – Warrant to fund. 

13.04.050    Repealed. 

13.04.060    Repealed. 

13.04.070    Repealed. 

13.04.080    Repealed. 

13.04.090    Repealed. 

13.04.100    Repealed. 

13.04.110    Permit required to install sewers. 

13.04.120    Application. 

13.04.130    Unauthorized connections reported. 

13.04.140    When permit required – Open excavations. 

13.04.150    Limits of permit. 

13.04.160    Temporary connections. 
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13.04.170    Term of permit. 

13.04.180    Fees. 

13.04.190    Card carried. 

13.04.200    Inspection procedure. 

13.04.210    Filling trenches. 

13.04.220    Open excavations – Time limit. 

13.04.230    Noncompliance with standards – Notice. 

13.04.240    City repairs – Costs. 

13.04.250    Costs of installation borne by owner. 

13.04.260    Use of existing sewers. 

13.04.270    Backup remedies. 

13.04.280    Position of sewers – Size of pipe. 

13.04.290    Laying sewer on another’s property. 

13.04.300    Construction standards. 

13.04.310    Damaging public property prohibited. 

13.04.320    Protecting excavations. 

13.04.330    Restoring property required. 

13.04.340    Discharge into sanitary sewers restricted. 

13.04.350    Repealed. 

13.04.360    Substances prohibited in sewers. 

13.04.370    Interceptors required – When. 

13.04.380    Food processing establishments. 

13.04.390    Special treatment. 

13.04.400    Manholes. 

13.04.410    Test standards. 

13.04.420    Special agreements. 

13.04.430    Repealed. 

13.04.440    Planting near sewers. 

13.04.450    Testing waste. 

13.04.460    Engineer’s rules. 

13.04.470    Violator liable for expenses. 

13.04.480    Penalty for violations. 



RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 5 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

13.04.010 Purpose. 

This chapter establishes the police powers of the City and the State of Washington to promote 

public health, safety, and welfare. The provisions shall be interpreted broadly to accomplish this 

objective. This chapter is declared to be an exercise of the police power of the State of 

Washington and of the City to promote the public health, safety and welfare. Its provisions shall 

be liberally construed for the accomplishment of that purpose. (Ord. 208 § 1, 1957). 

13.04.020 Definitions. 

Words and phrases used in this chapter, unless the same shall be contrary to or inconsistent 

with the context, shall mean as follows: 

“B.O.D.” (denoting biochemical oxygen demand) means the quantity of oxygen utilized used in 

the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five days 

at twenty degrees Centigrade, expressed in parts per million by weight. 

“City Engineer” means the City Engineer and/or their representatives pursuant to RMC 2.64.030  

.includes an authorized representative. 

“Cover” means the depth of material lying between the top of the sewer or drain and the 

finished grade immediately above it. 

“Downspout” means the leader or pipe aboveground which is installed to conduct water from 

the roof gutter. 

“Drain” means any conductor of liquids. 

“Garbage” means solid waste from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food, and from 

the handling, storage and sale of produce. 

“Garbage, properly shredded” means garbage that has been shredded to such a degree that all 

particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers, 

with no particle greater than three-eighths inch in any dimension. 

“Hazardous materials” Any hazardous waste, hazardous substance, dangerous waste, or 

extremely hazardous waste that is a physical or health hazard as defined and classified in RCW 
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Chapter 70.105 and WAC Chapter 173-303, whether the materials are in usable or waste 

condition. Hazardous materials shall also include petroleum or petroleum products that are in 

a liquid phase at ambient temperatures, including any waste oils or sludges. shall include such 

materials as flammable solids, corrosive liquids, radioactive materials, highly toxic materials, 

poisonous gases, reactive materials, unstable materials, hyperbolic materials and pyrophoric 

materials and any substance or mixture of substances which is an irritant, a strong sensitizer or 

which generates pressure through exposure to heat, decomposition or other means. 

“Health Officer” means the officer responsible for public health or his authorized 

representative. 

“House drain” means the cast iron pipe used for conveying sewagewastewater from the 

building to a point two and one-half feet outside the foundation wall, and if there is no 

foundation wall, to a point two and one-half feet beyond the outer line of any footings, pilings, 

building supports or porch under which it may run, whether such drain consists of one line 

extending from the building or of two or more such lines. 

“Industrial wastes” means waste materials produced from manufacturing or industrial 

processes, distinct from household wastewater.means the wastes from industrial process as 

distinguished from sanitary sewagewastewater. 

“Side-sewer contractor” means a contractor approved by the City to construct or repair side 

sewers and who is on the active side sewer contractor roster. 

“Natural outlet” means any outlet into a watercourse, pool, ditch, lake, sound, or other body of 

fresh, surface or ground water. 

“Parking strip, inside” means that portion of the street area lying between a public sidewalk 

location and the property line. 

“Parking strip, outside” means that portion of a street area lying between a public sidewalk 

location and the curb location. 

“Permit cardSewer As-Built Card” means an electronic and/or paper card issued in conjunction 

with any permit. The card shall be posted on the premises and shall be readily and safely 

accessibleavailable to the City Engineer for inspection. 

“Person” means any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation or group. 
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“pH” means the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of 

solution. 

“Public area” or “public place” means any space dedicated to or acquired by the City for the use 

of the general public. 

“Sewage” means a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, business 

buildings, institutions and industrial establishments, together with such ground, surface and 

storm waters as may be present. 

“Sewage treatment plant” means any arrangement of devices and structures used for treating 

sewage. 

“Sewage works” means all the facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of 

sewage. 

“Sewer” and “Sanitary Sewer” means a pipe or conduit for carrying sewagewastewater, and to 

which storm, surface and ground waters are not intentionally admitted. 

“Sewer platplan” means a plat plan issued by the City Engineer in conjunction with any permit. 

The plat plan shall serve as his the record of all matters pertaining to the permit. 

“Sewer, public” means a sewer in which all owners of abutting properties have equal rights, and 

which is controlled by public authority. 

“Sewer, sanitary” means a sewer which carries sewage, and to which storm, surface and ground 

waters are not intentionally admitted. 

“Sewer, storm” means a sewer which carries storm and surface waters and drainage, but 

excludes sewage and polluted industrial wastes. 

“Side Sewer” means the sewer pipe conveying wastewater from the building or residence to the 

wastewater sewer main, including the connection to the sewer main. “Side Sewer” means the 

sewer pipe from the building or residence to the sewer main, including the connection to the 

sewer main. 

“Side-sewer contractor” means a contractor approved by the City to construct or repair side 

sewers and who is on the active side sewer contractor roster.  
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“Sidewalk” means the walkway in the public area lying parallel or generally parallel to the 

roadway. If the walk is not yet paved, all measurements shall be based on location and 

elevation established by the City Engineer. 

“Suspended solids” means solids that either float on the surface of or are in suspension in 

water, sewagewastewater or other liquids and which are removable by filtering. 

“Wastewater” means a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, business 

buildings, institutions and industrial establishments 

“Wastewater treatment plant” means any arrangement of devices and structures used for 

treating wastewater. 

“Wastewater system” means all the facilities for collecting, conveying, pumping, treating and 

disposing of wastewater. 

“Watercourse” means a channel in which a natural flow of water occurs or has occurred, either 

continuously or intermittently. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 1805 § 3, 1994; Ord. 1374 § 2, 1987: Ord. 208 § 2, 

1957). 

13.04.030 Owner to connect to sewer Wastewater system. 

The owner of any lands or premises shall connect all buildings located thereon and used as a 

receptacle or drainage withto the nearest accessible public sewer whenever there is a public 

sewer within two hundred (200) feet of any property boundarythereof. The City Engineer shall 

prescribe the manner in whichway such connections shall be made. 

No drain or sewer or wastewater outfall shall be constructed so as to discharge upon the 

surface of any public area. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 3, 1957). 

13.04.040 Notice to connect – Connection by City. 

Whenever any land, buildings or premises is required to be connected with a public 

sewerwastewater system or otherwise drained, as provided in RMC 13.04.030, the Health 

OfficerCity Engineer shall serve upon the owner of the lands, buildings or premises a notice in 
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writing, specifying the time within which such connection must be made, which time shall not 

be more than sixty (60) days from the date of delivery of the notice. 

If the owner fails, and neglects or refuses to connect his their lands, buildings or premises with 

the public sewerwastewater system within the time specified, the Health Officer shall notify the 

City Engineer, whereupon the City Engineer may make such connection. The cost thereof shall 

be charged to the owner, and a bill showing the amount thereof mailed or delivered to 

himthem, or posted upon the premises, whereupon the amount shall immediately be paid to 

the City TreasurerFinance Director. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 4, 1957). 

13.04.041 Connection required – When – How made – Warrant to fund. 

The Director of Public Works Director is empowered to compel the owners of any lot or parcel 

of real property, the property line of which any property boundary is located within two 

hundred (200) feet of a public sanitary sewerwastewater system, to cause to be connected to 

such public sanitary sewerwastewater system a sufficient side sewer or drain pipe from all 

buildings and structures located thereon used for human occupancy or for use for any other 

purposes. It is intended to discontinue the use of septic tanks throughout the City in the 

interests of the public health and safety, and to carry out such purpose, all buildings on 

property having any property boundarysituated within two hundred (200) feet of a public 

sanitary sewer shall be required to connect to the same when directed by the Public Works 

Directorwithin one year from January 1, 1973.  

Stormwater and drainage water shall not be connected to the wastewater system through side 

sewers, sump pumps, or other pipes used to convey stormwater, surface water or 

groundwater.No storm or drainage water shall be connected to the sanitary sewer; provided, 

further, that the Director of Public Works is empowered to compel the owners of any lot or 

parcel of real property, upon which pools, ditches, watercourses or waste water pipes are 

located, which are used as a receptacle or for drainage purposes, the property line of which is 

located within two hundred (200) feet of a separate storm sewer, to cause to be connected a 

sufficient sewer or drain pipe from said pools, ditches, watercourses or waste water pipes to 

the storm sewer.  
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It is unlawful for any person or persons or corporation to make or attempt to make more than 

one connection to any “Y” or to make more than two such connections at any one standpipe, 

and no “Y” or standpipe which already has one or two such connections, as the case may be, 

shall be considered as an accessible point in such sewer as the term is herein used. It is 

unlawful for any person to connect any basement with a city sewer without installing a back 

water sewagewastewater valve at the outlet. 

Any person who fails to comply with the requirements of this section shall be guilty of a 

violation of this chapter and be subject to a civil infraction in an amount not to exceed 

$500.00$1500 per violation. 

If any connection shall not be made within 30 days after written notice to the owner of such lot 

or parcel of property, building or structure by the City, the Director of Public Works Director is 

authorized to cause the connection to be made and to file a statement of the cost thereof with 

the City Clerk. Thereupon a warrant in the amount of such cost, payable to the Water and 

Sewer DepartmentCity, shall be issued by the City TreasurerFinance Director under the 

direction of the City Council and against the “City of Redmond Water and Sewer Revenue Fund.” 

The amount of such warrant, plus interest at the rate of eight twelve percent per year upon the 

total amount of such cost and penalty, shall be assessed against the property upon which the 

building or structure is situated, and shall become a lien thereon as herein provided. The total 

amount when collected shall be paid into the “City of Redmond Water and Sewer Revenue 

Fund.” (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 1682 § 2, 1992). 
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13.04.050 Installation by contractor – License fee – Bond. 

Repealed by Ord. 1805.  

13.04.060 Contractor license application – Renewal. 

Repealed by Ord. 1805.  

13.04.070 Approving application. 

Repealed by Ord. 1805.  

13.04.080 Bond. 

Repealed by Ord. 1805.  

13.04.090 Suspension – Revocation. 

Repealed by Ord. 1805.  

13.04.100 Renewal. 

Repealed by Ord. 1805.  

13.04.110 Permit required to install sewers. 

 It is unlawful to make any connection with any public or private sanitary sewer, drain or natural 

outlet without complying with all of the provisions of this chapter in relation thereto and having 

a permit to do so from the City Engineer. (Ord. 208 § 6, 1957). 

 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1805?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1805?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1805?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1805?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1805?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1805?product=RMC
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13.04.120 Application. Application for permit. 

 A.  Application for the permit required by Section 13.04.110 of this chapter shall be filed with 

the City  stating the name of the owner, the project name, the correct project address, the tax 

parcel number, the reason for the termination or modification, and information on the 

contractor installing the side sewer. Depending on the complexity of the installation, the City 

may require engineering plans that show the  and legal description of the property to be 

served, dimensions and location of any building on the property and the whole course of the 

side sewerdrainsewer drain from the public sewer or other outlet to its connection with the 

building or property to be served..  For simpler installations, the City will require a sketch of the 

installation on the City-provided sewer as- built card. The application shall be submitted to the 

City Engineer for approval, who may change or modify the same and designate the manner and 

place in which the sewers shall be connected with the public sewer, may also specify the 

material, size and grade of such sewer, and shall endorse his approval upon the application if 

the same is acceptable to the Cityhim. The City Engineer will require the permittee to furnish 

him plans pertaining to the application and issuance of the permit. 

B.  Upon approval of the application, the City Engineer shall issue for his records a sewer plat 

as-built card and permit showing the size and location of the public sewer, the point of 

connection, the location of any buildings on the lot, any improvements to the public utility 

required, and such other information as may be available and required. 

C.  Upon approval of the application and issuance of the permit, it is unlawful to alter or to do 

any other work than is provided for in the permit. 

D.  The City Engineer shall prepare and keep on file in his office all cards andelectronic records 

of sanitary sewer connections showing the information obtained in the course ofduring 

inspection of completed work done under the permit. (Ord. 208 § 7, 1957). 

13.04.130 Unauthorized connections reported. 

It is unlawful to break ground for the purpose of making a connection with a public or private 

sewer without a permit. Any non-permitted connection to a public or private sewer shall be 

reported immediately to the City Engineer . (Ord. 208 § 8, 1957).It shall be the duty of any police 

officer and the Health Officer finding any person breaking ground for the purpose of making 

bookmark://13.04.110/
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connection with a public or private sewer or drain, to ascertain if such person has a permit 

therefor and, if not, to immediately report the fact to the City Engineer. (Ord. 208 § 8, 1957). 

13.04.140 When permit required – Open excavations. 

It is unlawful to construct, extend, relay, repair or to make connection to any sewer or drain 

inside the property line without obtaining a permit from the City Engineer as provided in RMC 

13.04.110. The City Engineer may issue the permit to the owner of any property to construct, 

extend, relay, repair or make connection to any private sewer or drain inside the property lines; 

provided, the owner shall comply with the applicable provisions of this chapter, except that he 

they need not employ a licensed side sewer contractor to do the work. Should the owner 

employ a licensed side sewer contractor to do the work, the contractor shall take the permit in 

his their own name and the owner, occupant or any other person shall lay no pipe on the 

contractor’s permit. 

It is unlawful to leave unguarded any excavation made in connection with the construction or 

repair of any side sewer or private drain within four (4) feet of any public place or to fail to 

maintain the lateral support of any public place in connection with the construction, alteration 

or repair of any side sewer or drain. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 9, 1957). 

13.04.150 Limits of permit. 

When a permit has been issued for a side sewer or drain as herein provided, no work other 

than that covered by the permit shall be done without the approval of the City Engineer. He 

may, if he The City Engineer may, if they deems the additional work of sufficient consequence, 

require a new permit to cover the same. (Ord. 208 § 10, 1957). 

13.04.160 Temporary connections. 

The City Engineer may, upon application containing such information as is required by the 

Cityhim, issue a permit for a temporary connection to a public sewer or , side sewer , drain or 

natural outlet. The permit may be revoked by the City Engineer at any time upon thirty days’ 
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notice posted upon the premises and directed to the owner of the premises. In event the side 

sewer or drains are not disconnected at the expiration of the thirty days, the City Engineer may 

disconnect the same and charge the cost thereof to the owner. Such costs shall be immediately 

payable to the City TreasurerFinance Director following a written notice of the amount thereof 

given to such owner or posted on the premises. A temporary permit shall be issued only upon 

the applicant recording with the King County Recorder’s Office  an acceptable instrument 

agreeing to save the City harmless from all damage resulting to the City by reason of such 

temporary connection or disconnection, and exhibiting to the City Engineer the recording 

number thereof. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 11, 1957).  

13.04.170 Term of permit. 

No permit issued under this chapter shall be valid for a longer period than ninety days unless 

extended or renewed by the City EngineerDevelopment Services division of the Planning 

Department upon application therefor prior to the expiration. Failure to renew the permit prior 

to expiration thereof shall require the payment of a new permit fee. (Ord. 208 § 12, 1957). 

13.04.180 Fees. 

Fees for side sewer permits shall be prescribed by resolution. (Ord. 1485 § 4, 1989: Ord. 1480 § 21 

(part), 1989: Ord. 208 § 13, 1957). 

13.04.190Card carried. 13.04.190 Permit Available for Review. 

The permit required by this chapter must, always during the performance of the work, and until 

the completion thereof and approval by the City Engineer, be available at or near the work and 

must be readily accessible to the City Engineer or other City designated inspector. The permit 

card required by this chapter must at all times during the performance of the work, and until 

the completion thereof and approval by the City Engineer, be posted in some conspicuous place 

at or near the work and must be readily and safely accessible to the City Engineer. (Ord. 208 § 14, 

1957). 
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13.04.200 Inspection procedure. 
Any person performing work under a permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter 

shall notify the City via the electronic permitting system of Engineer when the work will be 

ready for inspection, and shall specify in such notification the location of the premises by 

address and the file number of the permit. In the case of an emergency repair, the contractor 

shall make the repair and then file for a permit immediately afterwards. The excavation and the 

repair area must be left open or re-opened for inspection. 

On any call for inspection, twenty-fourforty-eight hours notice plus Saturday, Sunday and 

holidays may be required by the City Engineer. 

If the City Engineer finds the work or material used is not in accordance with this chapterCity 

Code, he shall notify the person doing the work, and also the owner of the premises shall be 

notified, by adding a notice on the permitposting a written notice on the permit card. The 

posted notice shall be all the notice that is required to be given of the defects in the work or 

material found in such inspection. 

In the case of a licensed side sewer contractor, either the contractor or a competent 

representative shall be on the premises, whenever so directed to meet the inspector. (Ord. 208 

§ 15, 1957). 

13.04.210 Filling trenches. 

No trench shall be filled nor any sewer covered until the work shall have been inspected and 

approved by the City Engineer, or City designngated inspector. (Ord. 208 § 16, 1957). 

 

13.04.220 Open excavations – Time limit. 

All work within the limits of any public area shall be prosecuted to completion with due 

diligence. If any excavation is left open beyond a time reasonably necessary to fill the same, the 

City Engineer may cause the same to be backfilled and the public area restored forthwith. Any 

cost incurred in such work shall be charged to the side sewer contractor in charge of the work 
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and shall be immediately payable to the TreasurerFinance Director by the contractor upon 

written notification of the amount thereof given to the contractor or posted at the location. 

(Ord. 208 § 17, 1957). 

Any cost incurred in such work shall be charged to the side sewer contractor in charge of the 

work and shall be immediately payable to the Finance Director by the contractor upon written 

notification of the amount thereof given to the contractor or posted at the location. (Ord. 208 

§ 17, 1957). 

 

13.04.230 Noncompliance with standards – Notice. 

If any work done under a permit granted is not done in accordance with the provisions of this 

chapter and the City Standard Pplans and Sspecifications as approved by the City Engineer, and 

if the contractor or person doing the work shall refuse to properly construct and complete such 

work, notice of such failure or refusal shall be given to the owner of the property for whom the 

work is being done. The City Engineer may cause the work to be completed and the sewer 

connected in the proper manner. The cost of such work and any materials necessary therefor 

shall be charged to the owner or contractor and be payable by the owner or contractor 

immediately upon the City Engineer giving written notice of the amount thereof or posting a 

notice thereof on the premises. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 18, 1957). 

13.04.240 City repairs – Costs.  

When any side sewer is constructed, laid, connected or repaired, and does not comply with the 

provisions of this chapter, or where it is determined by the Health Officer or the City Engineer 

that a side sewer, drain, ditch, or natural watercourse is obstructed, broken, or inadequate and 

is a menace potential danger to health, or is liable to cause damage to public or private 

property, the Health OfficerCity Engineer shall give notice to the owner of the property in which 

such condition exists. If he shallthe owner refuses to reconstruct, relay, reconnect, repair, or 

remove the obstruction of the side sewer, drain, ditch, or natural watercourse within the time 

specified in such notice, the Health Officer shall so notify the City Engineer and the City 
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Engineer may perform such work as may be necessary to comply with this chapter. The cost of 

such work so done shall be charged to the property owner and shall become immediately 

payable to the TreasurerFinance Director upon written notice of the amount being given to the 

property owner or posted upon the premises. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 19, 1957). 

13.04.240 City repairs – Costs. 

the Public Works Director    

 

13.04.250 Costs of installation borne by owner. 

The Public Works Director or designeeCity Engineer shall require the owner of a broken side 

sewer to repair the side sewer. The owner of the side sewer shall perform repairs within the 

amount of time dictated by the City. 

All costs and expense incidental to the installation, connection and maintenance of a side sewer 

shall be borne by the owner of the premises served by the side sewer. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 

208 § 20, 1957). 

13.04.260 Use of existing sewers. 

The use of an existing side sewer may be permitted  for a single family infill lot or detached unit 

on a single family infill lot only when approved by the City Engineer as conforming to all 

requirements of this chapter and the Design Requirements for Water and Wastewater 

Extensions, where a new or converted building or new installation replaces an old one. A permit 

application as described in 13.04.120 is required for the re-use of an existing side sewer. (Ord. 

208 § 21, 1957).  
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13.04.270 Backup remedies. 

Any building, structure, or premises which the side sewer is too low to permit gravity flow to the 

public sewer, the same shall be pumped by artificial means (grinder pump) and discharged into 

the public sewer.  Grinder pump applications are restricted to single-family residences and 

single commercial buildings that are physically unable to connect to the sanitary sewer system 

by gravity. 

Whenever a situation exists involving an unusual danger of backups, the City Engineer may 

prescribe a minimum elevation at which the house side sewer may be discharged to the public 

sewer. Side sewers below the minimum elevation shall be pumped by artificial means.; or, if 

approved by the City Engineer, a backwater wastewater valve may be installed in accordance 

with the Redmond Plumbing Code. The effective operation of the backwater wastewater valve 

shall be the responsibility of the owner of the side sewer. 

In any building, structure or premises in which the house drain or other drainage is too low to 

permit gravity flow to the public sewer, the same shall be lifted by artificial means and 

discharged into the public sewer. 

Whenever a situation exists involving an unusual danger of backups, the City Engineer may 

prescribe a minimum elevation at which the house drain may be discharged to the public 

sewer. Drains or sewers below the minimum elevation shall be lifted by artificial means; or, if 

approved by the City Engineer, a backwater sewage valve may be installed. The effective 

operation of the backwater sewage valve shall be the responsibility of the owner of the sewer 

or drain. Approval of a backwater sewage valve shall be made only upon the applicant 

recording with the county auditor an acceptable instrument agreeing to save the City harmless 

from all damage resulting therefrom, and exhibiting to the City Engineer the recording number 

thereof. 

In the event a side sewer backup has caused or will cause impact to the environment, or has or 

will cause a public health issue, the Public Works Director has the authority to shut off water to 

the residence or building until the side sewer is repaired. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 22, 1957). 
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13.04.280 Position of side sewers – Size of pipe. 

A.  All side sewers shall be laid on at not less than two percent grade. 

B.  There shall be at least 30 inches of horizontal clearance from any foundation wall of any 

building, and, if there is no foundation wall, at least 30 inches of clearance from the outer lines 

of any footings, pilings or building supports. 

C.  There shall be a minimum of 60 inches of cover at the curb line, and, in a public alley, a 

minimum of 30 inches of cover at the property line, and a minimum of 18 inches of cover on 

the private property. 

D.  Any side sewer which is laid generally parallel to the curb or curb line shall have a minimum 

of 48 inches of cover between the curb or curb line and the back of sidewalk and not less than 

30 inches of cover between the back of sidewalk and the property line. 

E.  All cover measurements shall be based on the established grade, or on existing 

improvements, or shall be approved by the City Engineer. 

F.  No side sewer shall be less than six inches in diameter in public area except as otherwise 

specified in the City’s “standard plans and specifications.” 

G.  Wherever a storm sewer is available, downspouts shall be connected therewith in a manner 

approved by the City Engineer; but such requirement shall not apply to the connection of any 

downspout with a sanitary sewer which is hereby prohibited and is unlawful. 

H.  One side sewer is required for each building, with the exceptions of single-family homes 

and middle housing units. Standards for these are included in the most recent version of the 

City of Redmond Water and Wastewater Design Requirements and are adopted by reference. 

I.  All vaults or privies shall be disinfected and filled with fresh earth. All septic tanks, cesspools 

and similar installations shall be disinfected and filled with fresh earth at the time of the 

discontinuance of the use thereof. Abandonment of septic systems shall be in full compliance 

with the requirements contained in WAC 246-272A-0300. 
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13.04.290 Laying sewer on another’s property. 

Before any sewer pipe or side sewer may be located on any building site other than that owned 

by the owner of the sewer pipe or side sewer, the owner of the sewer pipe or side sewer shall 

secure from the owner of the building site a written easement 10’ minimum in width, duly 

acknowledged covering and granting the right to occupy such property for such purpose. The 

written easement shall, by the owner of the sewer pipe or side sewer, be recorded in the King 

County Recorder’s Office. 

Before the City Engineer shall issue a permit authorizing the laying of a sewer pipe or side 

sewer on any building site other than the one served by it, the owner of the sewer pipe or side 

sewer shall secure from the building site owner and record with the King County Recorder’s 

Office the sewer easement herein referred to and shall exhibit to the City the recording number 

thereof.Before any side sewer may be located on any building site other than that owned by the 

owner of the side sewer, the owner of the side sewer shall secure from the owner of the 

building site a written easement, duly acknowledged covering and granting the right to occupy 

such property for such purpose. The written easement shall, by the owner of the sewer, be 

recorded in the office of the county auditor. 

Before the City Engineer shall issue a permit authorizing the laying of a side sewer on any 

building site other than the one served by it, the owner of the sewer shall secure from the 

building site owner and record with the auditor the sewer easement herein referred to and 

shall exhibit to the City Engineer the recording number thereof. 

Where a side sewer is to be connected in a public area to a side sewer which is owned by 

another and does not involve an easement, written permission for the connection shall be 

obtained from the owner of such side sewer and shall be filed with the City Engineer before any 

permit authorizing such connection is issued. For all shared side sewers, a side sewer joint use 

agreement signed by the owners of all properties connected to the sewer shall be recorded with 

the King County Recorder’s Office and a copy provided to the City. 
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Where physical conditions render compliance with the foregoing provisions impracticable, the 

City Engineer may issue a special permit for installation of a side sewer 

requiring compliance with said provisions insofar as is reasonably possible. 

Such permit shall be issued only upon the condition that the permittee shall 

record with the county auditor an instrument acceptable to the City Engineer 

agreeing to save harmless and indemnify the City from any damage or injury 

resulting from such installation. (Ord. 208 § 24, 1957). 

13.04.300 Construction standards. 

All material and workmanship in connection with the installation of any side sewer and 

connection with a public sewer shall be as required by the City’s “standard plans and 

specifications” except as to modifications or changes approved by the City Engineer. 

Whenever it becomes necessary to disturb pavement in connection with any work authorized 

under this chapter, the opening shall be not less than two feet by seven feet nor more than two 

and one-half feet by eight feet; provided, that the City Engineer may specify a different size of 

said opening and additional cuts to be made when needed to insure a proper backfill. 

No excavation shall be made in any public area except at the times and in the manner 

prescribed by the City Engineer. 

All backfill of excavation and tunnels under concrete or asphalt surfacing and the restoration of 
these surfaces in public areas shall be done by the contractor under supervision of the City 
Engineer. (Ord. 208 § 25, 1957).  

13.04.310 Damaging public property prohibited. 

It is unlawful to break, damage, destroy, deface, alter, or tamper with any structure, 

appurtenance, or equipment which is part of the City sewer wastewater system, or, without 

authority from the City Engineer to break, damage, destroy or deface any public walk, curb, or 

pavement, or to make openings or excavations in a public area for the purpose of connecting to 

any public or private sewer. (Ord. 208 § 26, 1957). 
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13.04.320 Protecting excavations. 

Any excavation made by any licensed sewer contractor in any public place or immediately 

adjacent thereto shall be protected and guarded by fencing or covering and by proper lights. 

The protection of the public from the danger of such excavation shall be the responsibility of 

the side sewer contractor. The contractor shall be liable on his bondbonded for any damage 

caused by his failure to properly protect and guard such excavation as herein required. If the 

contractor fails to properly protect and guard such excavation as herein required, the City 

Engineer may properly protect and guard such excavation and charge the cost thereof to the 

side sewer contractor, who shall, upon receiving written notice of the amount of such charge or 

by the posting of a notice of the amount of such charge at the location of the excavation, 

immediately pay the same to the City TreasurerFinance Director. (Ord. 208 § 27, 1957). 

13.04.330 Restoring property required. 

All streets, sidewalks, parking strips and other public areas except as mentioned in Section 

13.04.300, disturbed or altered in the course of any side sewer or drainage work, shall be 

restored by the licensed sewer contractor to the original surface condition type as approved by 

the City Engineer. In the event of the failure of the contractor to so restore the area, the City 

Engineer may make such restoration and charge the cost thereof to the side sewer contractor 

who shall, upon receiving written notice of the amount thereof, upon posting of such notice on 

the area make immediate payment thereof to the City TreasurerFinance Director. (Ord. 208 § 

28, 1957). 

13.04.340 Discharge into sanitary sewers restricted. 

No one shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm waterstormwater, surface water, 

ground water, roof run-off, subsurface drainage, cooling water or unpolluted industrial process 

water to any sewer which is built solely for sanitary sewagewastewater without written 

authorization from King County Metro Division of Industrial Waste and approval from the City 

Engineer. (Ord. 208 § 29, 1957). ). 
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Recreational vehicle storage tanks and other external wastewater tanks may not be discharged 
into private or public Wastewater Systems within the City. 

13.04.350 Storm sewers. 

Repealed by Ord. 3149.  

13.04.360 Substances prohibited in sewers. 
It is unlawful to discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following described waters or 

wastes in any public sewer:, drain, ditch or natural outlets: 

A.  Any liquid or vapor having temperature higher than one hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit;  

B.  Any water or waste that which contains visible accumulation of fats, oils, and grease in 

amounts that may cause obstruction or maintenance problems in the collection and 

conveyance system, or interference in public sewer facilities;   

C.  Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, oil, or other flammable or explosive liquid, solid or gas;  

D.  Any garbage that has not been properly shredded;  

E.  Any ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, hair, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, 

wood, paunch manure, or any other solid or viscous substances capable of causing an 

obstruction to the flow of sewers or other interference with the proper operation of the 

sewagewastewater works;  

F.  Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than five and five-tenths (5.5), or higher than eight 

and five-tenths (8.5), or having any other corrosive property capable of causing damage or 

hazard to structures, equipment or personnel of the sewagewastewater works;  

G.  Any waters or wastes containing a toxic or poisonous substance in sufficient quantity to 

injure or interfere with any sewagewastewater treatment process, constitute a hazard to 

humans, animals, fish or fowl, or create any hazard in the receiving waters of the 

sewagewastewater treatment plant;  

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord3149?product=RMC
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H.  Any waters or wastes containing suspended solids of such character and quantity that 

unusual attention or expense is required to handle such materials at the sewagewastewater 

treatment plant;  

I.  Any obnoxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creating a public nuisance;  

J.  Any hazardous material, unless prior approval is obtained from the City Engineer. (Ord. 3149 

§ 2, 2024; Ord. 1374 § 3, 1987: Ord. 208 § 31, 1957).  

13.04.370 Interceptors required – When. 

No grease, oil, sand, liquid, waste containing grease or flammable material or other harmful 

ingredients in excessive amounts shall be discharged into any public sewer without the 

installation of interceptors, which shall be of a type and capacity approved by the City Engineer 

and shall be so located as to be readily accessible for cleaning and inspection. 

When any interceptors are installed for private use, they shall be maintained by the owner at 

his the owner’s expense and in continuously efficient operation at all times and subject to 

inspection by the City.. (Ord. 208 § 32, 1957).  

13.04.380 Food processing establishments. 

Every commercial and institutional establishment processing food shall be so equipped as to 

prevent discharge of animal or vegetable parts of such size as can be retained on a standard 

twenty mesh screen having openings measuring approximately 0.84 millimeters. Any discharge 

of parts large enough to be retained on such a screen, whether intentional or unintentional, 

shall be deemed a violation of this chapter. The owners and/or operators of such food 

processing establishments shall make provision at their own expense for the elimination of all 

such screenings other than by discharge of the same into a public sewer. (Ord. 273 § 1, 1961: Ord. 

208 § 32.5, 1957). 
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13.04.390 Special treatment. 

Whenever preliminary treatment is necessary to reduce the Biochemical Oxygen Demand( 

B.O.D.) to three hundred parts per million by weight or to reduce the objectionable 

characteristics of constituents to within the maximum limits prescribed in Section 13.04.360, 

such preliminary treatment shall be at the sole expense of the owner of the premises and shall 

be installed when the City Engineer determines that the same is necessary to comply with the 

standards prescribed. 

All plans, specifications and any other pertinent information relating to proposed preliminary 

treatment facilities shall be submitted for approval of the City Engineer; and no construction of 

such facilities shall be commenced until such approval is noted on the plan. 

Where such facilities are installed and used they shall be maintained continuously in 

satisfactory and efficient operation by the owner at the owner’s at his ownsole expense. (Ord. 

208 § 33, 1957). 

13.04.400 Private Sampling Manholes. 

In any property served by a side sewer carrying industrial wastes when required by the City 

Engineer, the owner shall install a control manhole in the side sewer to facilitate observation, 

sampling and measurement of the wastes. The manhole shall be accessibly and safely located 

and shall be constructed and installed in accordance with plans approved by the City Engineer. 

The manhole shall be installed and maintained by the owner at his the owner’s sole expense. 
(Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 34, 1957). 

13.04.410 Test standards. 

All measurements, tests and analyses of the characteristics of waters and waste to which 

reference is made in these tests shall be determined in accordance with the standards 

prescribed in “standard methods for the examination of water and sewagewastewater”, 

published jointly by the American Health Association and the American Water Works 

Association. (Ord. 208 § 35, 1957). 
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13.04.420 Special agreements. 

The City Engineer shall make recommendations to the City Council in regard to entering into 

any agreement whereby any waste of unusual character may be accepted by the City for 

treatment before entry into the public sewer. The payment for such treatment shall be such as 

is fixed by the City Council. (Ord. 208 § 36, 1957). 

13.04.430 Drainage. 

Repealed by Ord. 3149.  

13.04.440 Planting near sewers. 

It is unlawful to plant within 30 feet of any public or private sewer any willow, poplar, 

cottonwood, soft maple, gum tree, or any other tree or shrub whose roots are likely to enter 

and obstruct the flow of said sewers.  No trees (any species) shall be planted within any sewer 

or utility easement.  All other trees shall be a minimum of 8 feet horizontal distance from water 

or sewer outside of easements or within city right of way. 

The City EngineerPublic Works Director is authorized to remove any trees or shrubs from any 

right-of-way or easements public street or the roots of any trees or shrubs which that extend 

into any public streetright-of-way or easements when such trees, shrubs or the roots thereof 

are obstructing or are liable to obstruct any public or private sewer or drain. Before making any 

such removal, the City Engineer shall give ten (10) days notice in writing to the owner of the 

abutting property or the property on which such trees or shrubs are growing, requiring the 

owner to remove the same. If the written notice cannot be given to the owner, the notice may 

be posted on the premises or in the street at the location of the trees or shrubs requiring such 

removal. If the owner fails or refuses to remove such trees or shrubs and roots within the time 

specified, the City Engineer is authorized to do so and the cost thereof shall be charged to the 

owner. Upon giving such written notice of the amount thereof to the owner or by posting such 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord3149?product=RMC
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notice at the location of the trees or shrubs, the cost thereof shall be immediately payable to 

the City TreasurerFinance Director by such owner. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 38, 1957).  

13.04.450 Testing waste. 

The City Engineer or other city officials or employees , bearing proper credentials and 

identification, shall be permitted to enter upon any and all premises at all reasonable times for 

the purpose of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling and testing of sewers and 

sewagewastewater waste in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. It is unlawful for 

any person to prevent or attempt to prevent any such entrance or obstruct or interfere with 

any such officer or employee while so engaged. (Ord. 208 § 39, 1957). 

13.04.460 Engineer’s rules. 

The City Engineer may make rules and regulations and amend the same from time to time, not 

inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance, as he shall deemed necessary and 

convenient to carry out the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 208 § 40, 1957). 

13.04.470 Violator liable for expenses. 

Whoever violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall, in addition to any penalties 

provided for such violation, be liable for any expense, loss or damage occasioned thereby to 

the City. (Ord. 208 § 41, 1957). 

13.04.480 Penalty for violations. 

Persons Subject to Penalty. Any person who violates or fails to comply with the requirements of 

this chapter or who fails to conform with the terms of an approval or order issued by the 

Mayor, the Public Works Director, or his or her designee, shall be subject to a civil penalty as 
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provided in RMC Chapter 1.14. Each day of continued violation shall constitute a separate 

violation for purposes of this penalty. 

Procedure for Imposing Penalty. The procedure for notice of violation and imposition of penalties 

under this chapter shall be the same as other code violations as described in RMC Chapter 1.14; 

provided, that such procedures may be initiated by either the Public Works Director Director or 

his or her designee. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 42, 1957). 

Chapter 13.05 

SIDE SEWER CONTRACTOR ROSTER 

Sections: 

13.05.010    Purpose. 

13.05.020    Side sewer contractor roster. 

13.05.030    Violation. 

13.05.040    Application. 

13.05.050    Side sewer contractor roster eligibility requirements. 

13.05.060    Side sewer contractor bond. 

13.05.070    Insurance. 

13.05.080    Annual roster fee and application fee. 

13.05.090    Removal from roster. 

13.05.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to regulate those persons individuals authorized to perform work 

on side sewers within the public right-of-way and on private property in order to protect the 

sewer system from defective workmanship  and materials, and to insureensure that the 

construction standards and the regulations of the City are followed. (Ord. 1805 § 2 (part), 1994). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14
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13.05.020 Side sewer contractor roster. 

A side sewer contractor roster is hereby established which shall be maintained by the Utility 

Development Engineering Division of the Public WorksPlanning Department which shall contain 

the names of those contractors which are approved to perform work on side sewers. (Ord. 1805 

§ 2 (part), 1994). 

13.05.030 Violation. 

It is a violation of the Redmond Municipal Code for any person individual to make any 

connection to any public sewer, or to construct, alter, or repair any private sewer unless the 

person individual is an active contractor on the side sewer contractor roster; provided, that a 

homeowner, who is not a contractor by trade, may make repairs to his/hertheir side sewer if 

the repair is totally within the property of the homeowner. (Ord. 1805 § 2 (part), 1994). 

13.05.040 Application. 

All persons desiring to be included on the side sewer contractor roster are required to make 

application, pay an application fee, and pay the first year’s annual roster fee to the 

Development Engineering Utility Division of the Public WorksPlanning Department. The 

application shall be reviewed by the Utility Division Development Engineering  Utility Division of 

the Planning Department to determine if the contractor has sufficient knowledge and 

experience to carry on the business of a side sewer contractor, andcontractor and is skilled in 

the laying and construction of side sewers. The information required in Section 13.05.050 of 

this chapter shall also be submitted with the application. (Ord. 1805 § 2 (part), 1994). 

13.05.050 Side sewer contractor roster eligibility requirements. 

The following requirements must be met in order to remain an active contractor on the side 

sewer contractor roster: 

A.  A City of Redmond business license; 
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B.  A State of Washington contractor’s registration; 

C.  Proof of liability insurance; 

D.  A side sewer contractor’s bond; 

E.  Annual roster fee. 

Should any of the above requirements not be met, the contractor shall be designated an 

inactive contractor on the side sewer contractor roster. Should any contractor remain so 

designated for more than twelve (12) months, the contractor shall be removed from the 

rosterroster, and a new application and fee will be required to re-instate the contractor. (Ord. 

1805 § 2 (part), 1994). 

13.05.060 Side sewer contractor bond. 

Every Each side sewer contractor shall file with the Development Engineering Utility Division  of 

the Planning Department a bond in a form approved by the City in the amount of $510,000. 
(Ord. 1805 § 2 (part), 1994). 

13.05.070 Insurance. 

The contractor shall provide proof of liability insurance in the amount of $500,000 naming the 

City as an additional insured. (Ord. 1805 § 2 (part), 1994). 

13.05.080 Annual roster fee and application fee. 

The annual side sewer contractor roster fee and the application fee shall be set by Council 

resolution. The annual fee shall be for each calendar year period. (Ord. 1805 § 2 (part), 1994). 
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13.05.090 Removal from roster. 

A contractor may be removed from the side sewer contractor roster for any of the following 

causes: failure to observe the laws and regulations of the City; failure to pay for labor or 

material used in the construction of a side sewer; fraud or misrepresentation to the owner, 

agent or occupant of a building for the purpose of obtaining a contract for the construction of a 

side sewer; or for nonpayment for work performed by the City for which a side sewer 

contractor may be liable. (Ord. 1805 § 2 (part), 1994). 

Chapter 13.06 

STORM WATER STORMWATER MANAGEMENT CODE 

Sections: 

13.06.010    Findings. 

13.06.020    Statement of need. 

13.06.030    Purpose. 

13.06.040    Definitions. 

13.06.050    Repealed. 

13.06.054    Prohibited discharges. 

13.06.058    Conditional discharges. 

13.06.060    Repealed. 

13.06.062    Allowable discharges. 

13.06.064    Prohibition of illicit connections. 

13.06.066    Requirement of source control best management practices. 

13.06.068    Maintenance requirements. 

13.06.070    Disposal of waste from maintenance activities. 

13.06.080    Compliance required. 

13.06.090    Inspection requirements. 

13.06.100    Inspection authority. 

13.06.110    Inspection procedures. 

13.06.120    Adjustment of utility fees. 

13.06.130    Inspection and maintenance schedule. 

13.06.140    Inspection and maintenance records. 
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13.06.150    Enforcement authority. 

13.06.160    Enforcement policy. 

13.06.170    Orders. 

13.06.180    Penalty for violations. 

13.06.190    Penalties due. 

13.06.200    Repealed. 

13.06.210    Abrogation and restrictions. 

13.06.220    Interpretation. 

13.06.230    Conflicts. 

13.06.240    State statutes and regulations adopted by reference. 

13.06.010 Findings. 

The Redmond City Council hereby finds that: 

A.  Storm waterStormwater drainage systems are a common feature of urban development. 

B.  Storm waterStormwater drainage systems must be regularly inspected, maintained, and 

repaired as necessary in order to function and perform as designed and to reduce or remove 

pollution and/or to reduce flooding. 

C.  If not adequately maintained, storm waterstormwater drainage systems can become less 

effective in preventing pollutants from entering surface waters and groundwater. 

D.  If not adequately managed, storm waterstormwater drainage systems can cause 

considerable damage to public and private property and natural habitat, as well as creating a 

health and safety risk for the public and wildlife. 

E.  Storm waterStormwater can potentially transport a significant amount of pollution to 

surface water bodies. Storm waterStormwater needs to be adequately managed to protect 

Redmond’s natural habitats and wildlife and reduce the impacts of urbanization on natural 

systems. (Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 
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13.06.020 Statement of need. 

The Redmond City Council finds that this chapter is necessary in order to: 

A.  Ensure proper maintenance of all storm waterstormwater facilities within Redmond by 

setting minimum operating standards for inspection, maintenance, and repair of all storm 

waterstormwater facilities. 

B.  Comply with Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) regulations and requirements for 

local governments, including requirements of the Western Washington National Pollution 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II Municipal Storm WaterStormwater Permit 

(NPDES Phase II Permit). 

C.  Prevent contamination and/or degradation of surface waters, groundwater, and/or wildlife 

habitats within the contiguous City limits. (Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 

(part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.030 Purpose. 

The provisions of this chapter are intended to: 

A.  Provide standards and procedures for inspection, maintenance and repair of storm 

waterstormwater facilities in Redmond to help contribute to an effective, functional storm 

waterstormwater drainage system. 

B.  Authorize the Redmond Storm WaterStormwater UtilityPublic Works Department to require 

that storm waterstormwater drainage systems be managed, inspected, maintained, and 

repaired in conformance with this chapter. 

C.  Establish the minimum level of compliance which must be met. 

D.  Guide and advise all who conduct inspection, maintenance, and repair of storm 

waterstormwater facilities. 

E.  Prevent pollutants from leaking, spilling, draining or being dumped into any public or private 

storm waterstormwater drainage system, into groundwater, or directly into surface water 

bodies. (Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 
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13.06.040 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

“AKART” means all known, available and reasonable methods of prevention, control, and 

treatment. Terminology from Washington State Pollution Control Act, RCW 90.48.010 and 

90.48.520. 

“City Engineer” means the City Engineer and/or their representatives pursuant to RMC 2.64.030   

“Director” means the Director of Public Works Director and/or their representatives pursuant to 

RMC 2.64.030   and/or his or her designees. 

“Downspout” means the leader or pipe aboveground which is installed to conduct water from 

the roof gutter.  

“Drain” means any pipe of conduit carrying surface or stormwater flow.  

“Groundwater” means water in a saturated zone or stratum beneath the surface of the land or 

below a surface water body. 

“Hazardous materials” means any material, including any substance, waste, or combination 

thereof, which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious 

characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to, a substantial present or potential 

hazard to human health, safety, property or the environment when improperly treated, stored, 

transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed. 

“Hazardous materials” Any hazardous waste, hazardous substance, dangerous waste, or 

extremely hazardous waste that is a physical or health hazard as defined and classified in RCW 

Chapter 70.105 and WAC Chapter 173-303, whether the materials are in usable or waste 

condition. Hazardous materials shall also include petroleum or petroleum products that are in a 

liquid phase at ambient temperatures, including any waste oils or sludges  

“House drain” means the pipe(s) used to convey stormwater and footing drain effluent from the 

building to a point five feet outside the foundation wall, and if there is no foundation wall, to a 

point five feet beyond the outer line of any footings, pilings, building supports or porch under 

which the pipe may run, regardless of the number of pipes extending from the building.  

“Hyperchlorinated” means water that contains more than 10 mg/liter chlorine. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.48.010
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.48.520
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78.170__22a40bfe9093a88c1b6f0776248ddf77
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78.170__22a40bfe9093a88c1b6f0776248ddf77
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.105%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-303%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78.280__efd9f26ca2fe77e2532fb6cb8a4d94be
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“Illicit connection” means any man-made conveyance that is connected to a storm 

waterstormwater drainage system that discharges non-storm waterstormwater. Examples 

include sanitary sewer connections, floor drains, channels, pipelines, conduits, inlets, hoses, 

above ground piping, or outlets that are connected directly to a storm waterstormwater 

drainage system. 

“Illicit discharge” means any direct or indirect non-storm waterstormwater discharge to any 

portion of any storm waterstormwater drainage system, groundwater, or surface water except 

as expressly allowed by this chapter. 

“Minimum Maintenance Standards” means the maintenance, inspection and repair standards 

that are described in the project’s Operation and Maintenance Manual as described in the City 

of Redmond Stormwater Technical Notebook and as described in the currently most recent 

adopted Ecology Stormwater Management Manual of Western Washington.  

“National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Storm WaterStormwater Discharge 

Permit” means a permit issued by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (or by the 

Washington Department of Ecology under authority delegated pursuant to 33 USC Section 

1342(b)) that authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States, whether the 

permit is applicable on an individual, group, or general areawide basis. 

“Natural outlet” means any outlet into a watercourse, pool, ditch, lake, sound, or other body of 

fresh, surface or ground water.   

“Non-storm waterstormwater discharge” means any discharge to the storm waterstormwater 

drainage system that is not composed entirely of storm waterstormwater. 

“Person” means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, organization, cooperative, 

public or municipal corporation, agency of the State, local government unit, or other entity 

recognized by law and acting as either the owner of a premises or as the owner’s agent. 

“Pollutant” means anything which causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may include, 

but are not limited to: paints, varnishes, and solvents; oil and other automotive fluids; 

nonhazardous liquid and solid wastes and yard wastes; refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter, or other 

discarded or abandoned objects and accumulations, so that same may cause or contribute to 

pollution; floatables; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; hazardous substances and wastes; 

sewagewastewater, fecal coliform and pathogens; dissolved and particulate metals; animal 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/US/USC/33
https://redmond.municipal.codes/US/USC/33/1342(b)


RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 36 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

wastes; wastes and residues that result from constructing a building or structure; soaps and 

detergents labeled as non-toxic or environmentally friendly; and noxious or offensive matter of 

any kind. 

“Premises” means any building, lot, parcel of land, or portion of land, whether improved or 

unimproved, including adjacent sidewalks and parking strips. 

“Source control best management practice” or “BMP” means activities, prohibitions or practices, 

general good housekeeping practices, pollution prevention and educational practices, 

maintenance procedures, and structural or managerial practices to prevent or reduce the 

discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly to storm waterstormwater, surface water, or 

groundwater, or storm waterstormwater drainage systems. BMPs also include treatment 

practices, operating procedures, and practices to control site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or 

water disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage. 

“Storm waterStormwater” means that portion of precipitation that does not naturally infiltrate, 

evaporate, or become transpired by vegetation, that becomes surface runoff, interflow, 

infiltrated by a constructed infiltration facility, or collected by the storm waterstormwater 

drainage system. 

“Stormwater pipe” means a pipe whichthat carries stormwater and surface waters and 

drainage, but excludes polluted industrial wastes.  

“Storm waterStormwater drainage system” means the system that collects, conveys, and stores 

surface water and storm waterstormwater runoff, both publicly or privately owned systems, 

including but not limited to any roads with drainage systems, gutters, curbs, inlets, storm 

drains, stormwater pipes, catch basins, ditches, pumping facilities, infiltration facilities, 

retention and detention facilities, water quality treatment facilities, streams, swamps, closed 

depressions, wetlands, Lake Sammamish, and other drainage structures and appurtenances, 

both natural and artificial. 

“Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, SWPPP)” means a written document (text and drawings) 

to implement best management practices to identify, prevent, and control the contamination of 

stormwater, stormwater conveyance system, and or receiving waters from construction sites to 

the maximum extent practicable.   
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“Watercourse” means a channel in which a natural flow of water occurs or has occurred, either 

continuously or intermittently. 

(Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 
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13.06.050 Maintenance requirements.  

(Sections to be numbered in coordination with City Clerk 
13.06.0xx Stormwater outfall  

No drain or stormwater pipe shall be constructed to discharge upon the surface of any public area. 

(Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 3, 1957).  

13.06.0xx  Owner to connect to stormwater system.  

The owner of any lands or premises shall connect all buildings located thereon to the nearest 

accessible public stormwater system.  The City Engineer shall prescribe the manner 

in which such connections shall be made.  

The owner of any lands or premises shall connect all buildings and/or stormwater system located 

thereon to the nearest accessible public stormwater system where a property 

boundary is within 200 feet of a public stormwater system. The City Engineer shall 

prescribe the manner in which such connections shall be made.   

I13.06.0xx Permit required to install stormwater connection.  

It is unlawful to make any connection with any public or private stormwater system, drain, or natural 

outlet without complying with all the provisions of this chapter in relation thereto 

and having a permit to do so from the City.  

  

13.06.0xx Application for permit  
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A.  Application for the permit required by Section 13.06.xx of this chapter shall be filed with the City 

stating the name of the owner, the correct address and legal description of the 

property to be served, dimensions and location of any building on the property and 

the whole course of the stormwater pipe or drain from the public stormwater 

system or other outlet to its connection with the building or property to be served. 

The application shall be submitted to the City for approval, who may change or 

modify the same and designate the manner and place in which the stormwater 

pipes or drains shall be connected with the public stormwater system, may also 

specify the material, size and grade of such stormwater pipe or drain, and shall 

approve the application if the same is acceptable to the City Engineer. The City 

Engineer will require the permittee to furnish plans pertaining to the application 

and issuance of the permit.   

B.  Upon approval of the application and issuance of the permit, it is unlawful to alter or to do any 

other work than is provided for in the permit.  

C.  The City Engineer shall prepare and keep electronic record drawings of stormwater connections 

showing the information obtained during inspection and survey of completed work 

done under the permit.  

13.06.0xx Unauthorized connections reported.  

It is unlawful to break ground for the purpose of making a connection with a public or private 

stormwater system without a permit.  Any non-permitted connection to a public or 

private stormwater system shall be reported immediately to the City Engineer.  

13.06.0xx When permit required – open excavations.  

It is unlawful to construct, extend, relay, repair or to make connection to any stormwater system 

inside the property line without obtaining a permit from the City Engineer as 

provided in Section 13.06.xxx. The City Engineer may issue the permit to the owner 

of any property to construct, extend, relay, repair or make connection to any private 

stormwater system inside the property lines; provided, the owner shall comply with 

the applicable provisions of this chapter.  
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It is unlawful to leave unguarded any excavation made in connection with the construction or repair 

of any private stormwater pipe or drain within four feet of any public place or to fail 

to maintain the lateral support of any public place in connection with the 

construction, alteration, or repair of any stormwater pipe or drain. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 

2024; Ord. 208 § 9, 1957).  

13.06.0xx Limits of permit.  

When a permit has been issued for a drain or stormwater system, no work other than that covered by 

the permit shall be done without the approval of the City Engineer.  Work done 

without approval may require a new permit, as determined by the City Engineer.  

13.06.0xx Temporary connections.  

The City Engineer may, upon application containing such information as is required by the City, issue 

a permit for a temporary connection to a public stormwater system or natural 

outlet. The permit may be revoked by the City Engineer at any time upon thirty days’ 

notice posted upon the premises and directed to the owner of the premises. In event 

the stormwater pipe or drains are not disconnected at the expiration of the thirty 

days, the City Engineer may disconnect the same and charge the cost thereof to the 

owner. Such costs shall be immediately payable to the Finance Director following a 

written notice of the amount thereof given to such owner or posted on the premises. 

A temporary permit shall be issued only upon the applicant recording with the 

county auditorKing County Recorder’s Office an acceptable instrument agreeing to 

save the City harmless from all damage resulting to the City by reason of such 

temporary connection or disconnection, and exhibiting to the City Engineer the 

recording number thereof. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 11, 1957).  

13.06.0xx Term of permit.  

No permit issued under this chapter shall be valid for a longer period than ninety days unless 

extended or renewed by the City Engineer upon application prior to the expiration. 

Failure to renew the permit prior to expiration thereof shall require the payment of 

a new permit fee. (Ord. 208 § 12, 1957).  

13.06.0xx Construction inspection procedure.  

https://kingcounty.gov/en/independents/governance-and-leadership/government-oversight/auditors-office
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Any person performing work under a permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall 

notify the City Engineer when the work will be ready for inspection and shall specify 

in such notification the location of the premises by address and the file number of 

the permit.  

On any call for inspection, forty-eight twenty-four hours’ notice plus Saturday, Sunday, and holidays 

may be required by the City Engineer.  

If the City Engineer finds the work or material used is not in accordance with City code, the person 

doing the work and the owner of the premises shall be notified by a written 

correction notice posted electronically on the permit and a copy emailed to the 

owner. The posted notice shall be all the notice that is required to be given of the 

defects in the work or material found in such inspection. (Ord. 208 § 15, 1957).  

13.06.0xx Filling trenches.  

No trench shall be filled nor any stormwater pipe or drain covered until the work shall have been 

inspected and approved by the City Engineer. (Ord. 208 § 16, 1957).  

13.06.0xx Noncompliance with standards – Notice.  

If any work done under a permit granted is not done in accordance with the provisions of this 

chapter and the City Standard Plans and Specifications as approved by the City 

Engineer, and if the contractor or person doing the work shall refuse to properly 

construct and complete such work, notice of such failure or refusal shall be given to 

the owner of the property for whom the work is being done. The City Engineer may 

cause the work to be completed and the stormwater system connected in the proper 

manner. The cost of such work and any materials necessary shall be charged to the 

owner or contractor and be payable by the owner or contractor immediately upon 

the City Engineer giving written notice of the amount thereof or posting a notice 

thereof on the premises. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 18, 1957).  

13.06.0xx City repairs – Costs.  
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When any stormwater pipe or drain is constructed, laid, connected or repaired, and does not comply 

with the provisions of this chapter, or where it is determined by the City Engineer 

that a stormwater pipe or drain is obstructed, broken, inadequate, is a danger to 

health, or is liable to cause damage to public or private property, the Public Works 

Director shall give notice to the owner of the property in which such condition exists. 

If the owner refuses to reconstruct, relay, reconnect, repair, or remove the 

obstruction of the stormwater pipe or drain within the time specified in such notice, 

the Public Works Director may perform such work as may be necessary to comply 

with this chapter. The cost of such work so done shall be charged to the property 

owner and shall become immediately payable to the Finance Director upon written 

notice of the amount being given to the property owner or posted upon the 

premises. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 19, 1957).  

13.06.0xx Costs of installation borne by owner.  

The City Engineer shall require the owner of a broken stormwater pipe or drain to repair the 

stormwater pipe or drain. The owner of the stormwater pipe or drain shall perform 

repairs within the amount of time dictated by the City. All costs and expense 

incidental to the installation, connection and maintenance of a stormwater pipe or 

drain shall be borne by the owner of the premises served by the stormwater pipe or 

drain. (Ord. 3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 20, 1957).  

  

13.06.0xx Position of stormwater pipe – Size of pipe  

A. Downspouts and footing drains shall be connected to the stormwater system in a manner 

approved by the City Engineer; but connection of any downspout or footing drain to a 

sanitary sewer is hereby prohibited and is unlawful. Standards for connections are included 

in the currently adopted Stormwater Technical Notebook and are adopted by reference. (Ord. 

208 § 23, 1957).  

13.06.0xx Laying stormwater pipe on another’s property.  
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Before any stormwater pipe may be located on any building site other than that owned by the owner 

of the stormwater pipe, the owner of the stormwater pipe shall secure from the 

owner of the building site a written easement 10’ minimum in width, duly 

acknowledged covering and granting the right to occupy such property for such 

purpose. The written easement shall, by the owner of the stormwater pipe, be 

recorded in the office of the county auditorKing County Recorder’s Office.  

Before the City Engineer shall issue a permit authorizing the laying of a stormwater pipe on any 

building site other than the one served by it, the owner of the stormwater pipe shall 

secure from the building site owner and record with the county auditorKing County 

Recorders Office the sewerstormwater easement herein referred to and shall exhibit 

to the City the recording number thereof.  

13.04.44006.00X Planting near stormwater system.  

It is unlawful to plant within thirty feet of any public or private sewer stormwater pipe any willow, 

poplar, cottonwood, soft maple, gum tree, or any other tree or shrub whose roots 

are likely to enter and obstruct the flow of said sewersstormwater.  No trees (any 

species) shall be planted within any sewer or utilitystormwater easement.  All other 

trees shall be a minimum of 8 feet horizontal distance from water or sewer 

stormwater pipe outside of easements or within city right of way.  
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The City Engineer is authorized to remove any trees or shrubs from any public street  right-of-way or 

easements or the roots of any trees or shrubs which extend into any public street 

right-of-way or easements when such trees, shrubs or the roots thereof are 

obstructing or are liable to obstruct any public or private sewer or drainstormwater 

pipe or drain. Before making any such removal, the City Engineer shall give ten days’ 

notice in writing to the owner of the abutting property or the property on which 

such trees or shrubs are growing, requiring the owner to remove the same. If the 

written notice cannot be given to the owner, the notice may be posted on the 

premises or in the street at the location of the trees or shrubs requiring such 

removal. If the owner fails or refuses to remove such trees or shrubs and roots 

within the time specified, the City EngineerPublic Works Director is authorized to do 

so and the cost thereof shall be charged to the owner. This work is done under the 

purview of maintenance to maintain operational functionality and does not require 

a City permit. Upon giving such written notice of the amount thereof to the owner or 

by posting such notice at the location of the trees or shrubs, the cost thereof shall be 

immediately payable to the City TreasurerFinance DirectorCity by such owner. (Ord. 

3149 § 2, 2024; Ord. 208 § 38, 1957).  

  

13.06.00x Damaging public property prohibited.  

It is unlawful to break, damage, destroy, deface, alter, or tamper with any structure, appurtenance, 

or equipment which is part of the City stormwater system, or, without authority 

from the City Engineer to break, damage, destroy or deface any public walk, 

retaining wall, curb, or pavement, or to make openings or excavations in a public 

area for the purpose of connecting to any public or private stormwater system. 

(Ord. 208 § 26, 1957).  

13.06.00x Protecting excavations.  
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Any excavation made by any licensed contractor in any public place or immediately adjacent thereto 

shall be protected and guarded by fencing or covering and by proper lights. The 

protection of the public from the danger of such excavation shall be the 

responsibility of the contractor. The contractor shall be bonded for any damage 

caused by histheir failure to properly protect and guard such excavation as herein 

required. If the contractor fails to properly protect and guard such excavation as 

herein required, the City Engineer may properly protect and guard such excavation 

and charge the cost thereof to the contractor, who shall, upon receiving written 

notice of the amount of such charge or by the posting of a notice of the amount of 

such charge at the location of the excavation, immediately pay the same to the City. 

(Ord. 208 § 27, 1957).  

13.06.00x Restoring property required.  

All streets, sidewalks, parking strips and other public areas except as mentioned in Section 13.06.xxx, 

disturbed or altered in the course of any stormwater system work, shall be restored 

by the licensed stormwater contractor to the original surface conditiontype as 

approved by the City Engineer. In the event of the failure of the contractor to so 

restore the area, the City Engineer may make such restoration and charge the cost 

thereof to the stormwater contractor who shall, upon receiving written notice of the 

amount thereof, upon posting of such notice on the area make immediate payment 

thereof to the City. (Ord. 208 § 28, 1957).  

 

Repealed by Ord. 2473. 13.06.054 Prohibited discharges. 

A.  Nonstorm waterstormwater runoff discharges to the storm waterstormwater drainage 

system, surface water bodies, or groundwater are prohibited, unless such discharges are 

authorized in accordance with Chapter 173-216 WAC (State Waste Discharge Permit Program) 

or Chapter 173-220 WAC (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit Program). 

B.  No person shall throw, drain, or otherwise discharge, cause or allow others under its control 

to throw, drain, or otherwise discharge pollutants into a storm waterstormwater drainage 

system, surface water bodies or groundwater. If a pollutant discharge is identified it shall cease 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2473?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-216
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-220
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immediately and be reported to the storm waterstormwater utility immediately. Failure to 

report any discharge within 24 hours is a violation of this chapter. 

Examples of prohibited pollutants include, but are not limited to: 

1.  Trash or debris, including leachate from dumpsters and trash compactors. 

2.  Construction materials, including soil. 

3.  Petroleum products including but not limited to oil, gasoline, grease, fuel oil, heating oil, 

electrical transformer fluid. 

4.  Antifreeze and other automotive products. 

5.  Metals in particulate or dissolved form. 

6.  Flammable or explosive materials. 

7.  Radioactive materials. 

8.  Batteries. 

9.  Acids, alkalis, or bases. 

10.  Paints, stains, resins, lacquers, or varnishes. 

11.  Degreasers and/or solvents. 

12.  Drain cleaners. 

13.  Pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers. 

14.  Steam cleaning wastes. 

15.  Soaps, detergents, ammonia. 

16.  Swimming pool or spa filter water not properly dechlorinated or backwash. 

17.  Chlorine, bromine, and other disinfectants. 

18.  Heated water. 

19.  Domestic animal waste. 
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20.  SewageWastewater. 

21.  Recreational vehicle waste. 

22.  Animal carcasses. 

23.  Food waste, including used cooking oil. 

24.  Bark, lawn clippings, leaves, and branches. 

25.  Silt, turbid runoff, concrete, concrete wash water, cement, or gravel. 

26.  Dyes, excluding municipal operations dye testing. 

27.  Chemicals and substances not normally found in uncontaminated water. 

28. Saltwater Ppool and sSaltwater sSpa water.;  

29.  Any other process-associated discharge except as otherwise allowed in this chapter, 

including car washing effluent. 

C.  Hazardous materials, as defined in this chapter, shall not be allowed to enter any storm 

waterstormwater drainage system, infiltrate into the ground, or enter any surface water body 

within the contiguous city limits or city-owned property. All such substances shall be stored, 

handled and disposed in a manner that will prevent them from entering the storm 

waterstormwater drainage system, groundwater, or surface water bodies. Storage, handling 

and disposal shall be conducted in accordance with Chapters 173-303 and 173-304 WAC. 

Appropriate quantities of spill equipment shall be kept on site, and spill response training 

documented, for any site within the City that uses, stores, or otherwise handles hazardous 

materials on a commercial basis. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009). 

13.06.058 Conditional discharges. 

A.  The following types of discharges shall not be considered illicit discharges for the purpose of 

this chapter if they meet the stated conditions, or unless the Public Works Director and/or his 

or her designee determines that the type of discharge, whether singly or in combination with 

others, is causing or is likely to cause pollution of surface water or groundwater: 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-304
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-303
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1.  Potable water, including water from water line flushing, hyperchlorinated water line 

flushing, fire hydrant system flushing, and pipeline hydrostatic test water. Planned 

discharges shall be de-chlorinated to a concentration of 0.1 mg/L (ppm) or less, pH 

adjusted, if necessary and in volumes and velocities controlled to prevent re-suspension of 

sediments in the storm waterstormwater system. Lawn watering and other irrigation runoff 

are permitted but shall be minimized. 

2.  De-chlorinated Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Discharges. These discharges are allowed 

only if no other option, such as discharging to a sanitary sewer, is available. These 

discharges shall be de-chlorinated/debrominated to a total residual chlorine concentration 

of 0.1 mg/L (ppm) or less, free from sodium chloride, pH adjusted, and 

reoxygenizedreoxygenated if necessary and in volumes and velocities controlled to prevent 

re-suspension of sediments in the storm waterstormwater system. Discharges shall be 

thermally controlled to prevent an increase in temperature of the receiving water. 

Swimming pool cleaning wastewater and filter backwash shall not be discharged to the 

storm waterstormwater system. 

3.  Street and sidewalk wash water, water used to control dust, and routine external 

building wash down that does not use detergents or chemicals of any kind. Wash water is 

required to be kept at a minimum. Wash water containing any materials identified 

13.06.0540 Prohibited Discharges shall not be allowed to enter the stormwater system. 

Pressure washing that results in paint or other building materials in wash water is 

prohibited from entering the storm waterstormwater drainage system. Street flushing at 

construction sites is prohibited in Redmond. 

4. Routine external building washdown for structures built or renovated before 1950 and 

after 1980.  Wash water is required to be kept to a minimum.  Commercial, industrial, and 

multi-story residential structures constructed or renovated between 1950 and 1980 shall 

be assessed for PCB-containing building materials using Department of Ecology Publication 

No. 22-040024 (or as updated) prior to building washdown and discharge to the storm 

system or surface waters or groundwater.  Structures confirmed or suspected to have PCB-

containing materials shall not discharge wash water to the stormwater system or surface 

waters or groundwater.  

4.  Fire Sprinkler System Flushing. These discharges are allowed only if no other option, such 

as discharging to a sanitary sewer, is available. Sprinkler system flushing water with any 
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chemicals added is prohibited in the storm waterstormwater drainage system. Sprinkler 

system flushing water discharges shall be de-chlorinated to a concentration of 0.1 mg/L 

(ppm) or less, pH adjusted, if necessary and discharged at a rate not to exceed 500 gallons 

per minute (gpm), or less, as needed  in volumes and velocities controlled to prevent re-

suspension of sediments in the storm waterstormwater system. 

5.  Non-storm waterstormwater discharges covered authorized by an individual or general 

NPDES permit or State Waste Discharge permit; provided, that the discharge is in full 

compliance with all requirements of the permit, waiver, or order and other applicable laws 

and regulations. 

6.  Other Non-Storm WaterStormwater Discharges. The discharges shall be in compliance with 

requirements of a storm waterstormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) reviewed and 

approved by the City of Redmond, which addresses control of such discharges by applying 

all known and reasonable technologies (AKART) to prevent contaminants from entering 

surface water and groundwater. (Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 

2009). 

13.06.060 Minimum requirements. 

Repealed by Ord. 2473.  

13.06.062 Allowable discharges. 

A.  The following types of discharges shall not be considered illicit discharges for the purposes 

of this chapter unless the director Public Works Director and/or his or her designee determines 

that the type of discharge, whether singly or in combination with others, is causing or is likely to 

cause pollution of surface water or groundwater: 

1.  Diverted stream flows. 

2.  Rising groundwater. 

3.  Uncontaminated groundwater infiltration as defined in 40 CFR 35.2005(20). 

4.  Uncontaminated pumped groundwater. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2473?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/US/CFR/40
https://redmond.municipal.codes/US/CFR/40/35.2005(20)
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5.  Foundation drains. 

6.  Air conditioning condensation. 

7.  Irrigation water from agricultural sources that is commingled with urban storm 

waterstormwater. 

8.  Springs. 

9.  Water Clear uncontaminated nuisance water from crawl space pumps. 

10.  Footing drains. 

11.  Flows from riparian habitats and wetlands. 

12.  Discharges  Non-stormwater discharges from emergency firefighting activities. (Ord. 

2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009). 

13.06.064 Prohibition of illicit connections. 

A.  The construction, use, maintenance, or continued existence of illicit connections to the 

storm waterstormwater drainage system is prohibited. This prohibition expressly includes, 

without limitation, illicit connections made in the past, regardless of whether the connection 

was permissible under law or practices applicable or prevailing at the time of connection. Illicit 

connections shall be corrected immediately upon discovery. Once an illicit connection is 

identified, the person responsible for the connection shall immediately cease to discharge 

waste through the connection. 

B.  A person is considered to be in violation of this chapter if the person connects a line, 

inclusive of temporary connections, conveying waste water to the storm waterstormwater 

drainage system, or allows such connection to continue with knowledge of such connection. 
(Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009). 

13.06.066 Requirement of source control best management practices. 

A.  Any person causing or allowing discharge to a storm waterstormwater drainage system, 

surface waters or groundwater shall limit pollutants in the discharge by implementing source 
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control best management practices (BMPs). “Applicable” source control BMPs in Volume IV of 

the current Storm WaterStormwater Management Manual for Western Washington shall be 

used to reduce or eliminate the release of pollution citywide. 

B.  “Recommended” source control BMPs in Volume IV of the current Storm WaterStormwater 

Management Manual for Western Washington shall be used to reduce or eliminate the release 

of pollution citywide if “applicable” source control BMPs do not prevent pollution. 

“Recommended” source control BMPs are identified by land use and specific business types. 

The City may require additional “recommended” source control BMPs and/or treatment BMPs 

or facilities if such BMPs or facilities are deemed necessary by the Public Works Director and/or 

his or her designee to eliminate an ongoing release of pollution. (Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 

(part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009). 

13.06.068 Maintenance requirements. 

A.  All storm waterstormwater drainage systems shall in the City of Redmond shall be 

maintained according to this chapter and the stormwater system’s Operation and Maintenance 

Manual, as defined by minimum maintenance standards detailed in the City of Redmond Storm 

WaterStormwater Technical Notebook or another maintenance standard approved by the City. 

B.  Repealed by Ord. 2859. 

C.  All storm water private stormwater drainage systems installed after 2020 that provide either 

water quality or flow control and all public stormwater systems shall be inspected by the City 

on a periodic basis, as described in RMC 13.06.130 (Inspection Schedule). If, during an 

inspection, a facility is found not to be in compliance with the minimum maintenance 

standards, inspection may be scheduled more frequently in order to assure the storm 

waterstormwater drainage system functions as designed. 

D.  Where abatement and/or repair is found necessary to correct health or safety problems, to 

control pollutants from entering the storm waterstormwater drainage system, to correct and/or 

repair any private stormwater systems to prevent surface water or groundwater quality 

degradation, or to remove pollutants that have entered the storm waterstormwater drainage 

system, such work shall be completed immediately by the owner or operator of the storm 

waterstormwater drainage system. 
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E.  Where maintenance and/or repair is found necessary during inspection, and the 

maintenance is not of emergency nature as detailed in subsection D of this section, 

maintenance shall be performed in accordance with the maintenance schedule established by 

the NPDES Western Washington Phase II Municipal Storm WaterStormwater Permit. (Ord. 3031 

§ 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009). 

13.06.070 Disposal of waste from maintenance activities. 

A.  Disposal of waste from maintenance activities shall be conducted in accordance with the 

current National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Western Washington Phase II 

Municipal Storm WaterStormwater Permit. 

B.  Repealed by Ord. 2859. 

C.  Disposal of Solids collected or generated from maintenance activities required by the City of 

Redmond shall be disposed in compliance with WAC 173-303, at a qualified solid waste disposal 

facility.  Receipt of disposal documentation shall be documented and provided to the Storm 

WaterStormwater Utility after maintenance occurs. 

D.  Maintenance process Wwater collected and used in catch basin, runoff treatment facility 

and pipe maintenance activities shall be disposed at a qualified decant facility.  Receipt of 

disposal documentation shall be provided to the Stormwater Utility after disposal 

occurs.  disposed of in. In order of preference, the following disposal methods shall be used:  

1.  Discharge liquid to a wastewater sewer in a location permitted by the City of Redmond 

or permitted by another local government with wastewater sewer jurisdiction outside the 

City. 

2.  Discharge of catch basin and pipe maintenance liquids may be allowed into a basic or 

enhanced runoff treatment facility with approval from the City of Redmond. 

3.  E. Clear liquid Uncontaminated stormwater removed from storm waterstormwater 

ponds, vaults or oversized catch basins prior to sediment removal or repair can be 

returned to the storm waterstormwater system with approval from of the City Engineer. 

Liquid Uncontaminated stormwater. Liquid allowed to be disposed back into the storm 



RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 53 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

waterstormwater system shall not exceed a turbidity of 50 25 NTU. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: 

Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.080 Compliance required. 

Property owners are responsible for the maintenance, operation and repair of storm 

waterstormwater drainage systems and source control BMPs within their property. Property 

owners shall maintain, operate and repair storm waterstormwater drainage systems and 

source controls in compliance with the requirements of this chapter and the City of Redmond 

Storm WaterStormwater Technical Notebook. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; 

Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.090 Inspection requirements. 

The Public Works Director and/or his or her designee is authorized to develop inspection 

procedures and maintenance requirements for all storm waterstormwater drainage systems in 

the City of Redmond which that  do not have an operation and maintenance manual developed 

by the storm waterstormwater drainage system design engineer. (Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 

(part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 
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13.06.100  Inspection and abatement authority.  

Whenever implementing the provisions of this chapter or whenever there is cause to believe 

that a violation of this chapter has been or is being committed, the Public Works Director 

director Public Works Director and/or his or her their designee is authorized to enter, inspect, 

and abate during regular working hours and at other reasonable times all storm water drainage 

systemstormwater systems within Redmond to determine and assure compliance with the 

provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 

(part), 1996).  

13.06.100 Inspection authority. 

Whenever implementing the provisions of this chapter or whenever there is cause to believe 

that a violation of this chapter has been or is being committed, the director and/or his or her 

designee is authorized to inspect during regular working hours and at other reasonable times 

all storm water drainage systems within Redmond to determine compliance with the provisions 

of this chapter. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.110 Inspection procedures– Private stormwater facilities. . 

A.  Prior to making any inspections on private property, the Public Works Director or their 

designee and/or his or her designee shall present identification credentials, state the reason for 

the inspection and request entry. 

B.  If the property or any building or structure on the property is unoccupied, the Public Works 

Director and/or his or her designee shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or 

other person(s) having charge or control of the property or portions of the property and 

request entry. 

C.  If after reasonable effort the Public Works Director and/or his or her designee is unable to 

locate the owner or other person(s) having charge or control of the property, and has reason to 

believe the condition of the storm stormwater system water stormwater drainage system 
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creates an imminent hazard to persons, environment, or property, the Public Works Director 

and/or his or her designee may enter. 

D.  Unless entry is consented to by the owner or person(s) in control of the property or portion 

of the property or unless emergency conditions are reasonably believed to exist which create 

imminent hazard, the Public Works Director and/or his or her designee shall obtain a search 

warrant, prior to entry, as authorized by the laws of the State of Washington. . An emergency 

condition shall be considered those that include impacts to public health, welfare, and safety 

which would become worse if not addressed immediately. 

E.  The Public Works Director and/or his or her designee may inspect the storm 

waterstormwater system without obtaining a search warrant provided for in subsection D of 

this section, provided the inspection can be conducted while remaining on public property or 

other property on which permission to enter is obtained. 

F.  The City of Redmond shall investigate illicit discharges in an effort to identify the source. If 

such discharges are tracked to a specific connection to the public storm waterstormwater 

drainage system, or directly to surface water or groundwater, inspection and investigation of 

that site will be initiated in compliance with the inspection procedures defined in this section. If 

the discharge is an imminent threat to public safety or the environment, emergency action shall 

be taken in accordance with this section.  

G. The Washington State Department of Ecology and “its duly appointed agent” shall have the 

right to enter at all reasonable times in or upon any property, public or private, for the purpose 

of inspecting and investigating conditions relating to the pollution of or the possible pollution of 

any of the waters of this state. 

(Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 
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13.06.115   Stormwater system access procedures – Public stormwater 

facilities  

The Public Works Director and/or his or her City Engineer or other city officials or employees, 

bearing proper credentials and identification, shall be permitted to enter upon any and all 

premises at all reasonable times for the purpose of inspection, observation, maintenance, 

measurement, sampling and testing of public stormwater systems in accordance with the 

provisions of this chapter. It is unlawful for any person to prevent or attempt to prevent any 

such entrance or obstruct or interfere with any such officer or employee while so engaged.).  

13.06.120 Adjustment of utility fees. 

In the event any person, whose property has previously been provided utility fee credits for on-

site water quantity/quality control, refuses to allow the Public Works Director and/or his or her 

designees to inspect said facility or commits a violation of this code, the Public Works Director 

and/or his or her designee shall cancel the water quality/quantity credits for the said property 

and adjust the billing rate for the said property accordingly. Whenever the Public Works 

DirectorDirector and/or his or her designee shall make such an adjustment, a notice of 

adjustment shall be mailed to the owner of said property by certified mail or in person. The 

notice shall be deemed received when signed for by the owner or, if the owner fails or refuses 

to sign for the notice within the time provided by the postal service, within three days of mailing 

or delivery in person. The owner may request the Public Works Director and/or his or her 

designee to reconsider the notice and order by filing a request for such reconsideration within 

10 days of receipt of the notice. The Public Works Director’s and/or his or her designee’s 

decision on any such reconsideration shall be final. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 

2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.130 Inspection and maintenance schedule. 

The Public Works Director and/or his or her designee shall establish inspection and 

maintenance scheduling and standards for all publicly and privately owned storm 

waterstormwater facilities. At a minimum, the base frequency for inspection and maintenance 
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shall be in accordance with the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

Western Washington Phase II Municipal Storm WaterStormwater Permit currently in effect. 

Adjustment to the maintenance and inspection frequency may be authorized when found 

appropriate by the Public Works Director and/or his or her designee. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: 

Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.140 Inspection and maintenance records. 

Private storm waterstormwater drainage system owners shall keep a maintenance log and 

operation and maintenance manual on-site or within reasonable access to the site. Operation 

and Mmaintenance Mmanuals, as defined by the City of Redmond Storm WaterStormwater 

Technical Notebook, shall be transferred with ownership of the property, clearly indicating the 

party responsible for maintenance, and include a log of maintenance activities. Maintenance 

logs, and any record drawing or drainage system plan, shall be provided to the Public Works 

Ddirector and/or his or her designee upon request. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 

2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.150 Enforcement authority. 

The Public Works Director and/or his or her designee shall administer and enforce this chapter 

and shall have the authority to adopt and implement administrative procedures for such 

enforcement. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.160 Enforcement policy. 

Enforcement action shall be taken whenever a person has violated any provision of this 

chapter. The choice of enforcement action taken and the severity of any penalty shall be based 

on the nature of the violation, the damage or risk to the public or to public resources, and/or 

the degree of bad faith of the persons subject to the enforcement action. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 

2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 
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13.06.170 Orders. 

The Public Works Director and/or his or her designee shall have the authority to issue to an 

owner or person(s) representing an owner an order to maintain or repair a component of a 

storm waterstormwater drainage drainage system, operational source control BMP, or 

structural source control BMP, to bring the storm waterstormwater drainage system in 

compliance with this chapter. The order shall include all requirements detailed in RMC 1.14.100. 
(Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.1xx Engineer’s rules.  

The City Engineer may make rules and regulations and amend the same from time to 

time, not inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance, as deemed 

necessary and convenient to carry out the provisions of this chapter. 

(Ord. 208 § 40, 1957).  

13.06.1xx Violator liable for expenses.  

Whoever violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall, in addition to any penalties 

provided for such violation, be liable for any expense, loss or damage 

occasioned thereby to the City. (Ord. 208 § 41, 1957).  

 

13.06.180 Penalty for violations. 

A.  Persons Subject to Penalty. Any person who violates or fails to comply with the requirements 

of this chapter or who fails to conform with the terms of an approval or order issued by the 

Mayor, the Public Works Director, and/or his or her designee,  shall be subject to a civil penalty 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14.100
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as provided in RMC Chapter 1.14. Each day of continued violation shall constitute a separate 

violation for purposes of this penalty. 

B.  Aiding or Abetting. Any person who, through an act of commission or omission, aids or abets 

in the violation shall be considered to have committed a violation for the purposes of civil 

penalty. 

C.  Procedure for Imposing Penalty.  The Public Works Director may, at their discretion, impose a 

penalty.  The procedure for notice of violation and imposition of penalties under this chapter 

shall be the same as for other code violations as described in RMC Chapter 1.14; provided, that 

such procedures may be initiated by either the Public Works Director Director and/or his or her 

designee. 

D.  Community Service Alternative. The Public Works Director and/or his or her designee may, at 

his/hertheir discretion, provide the option for payment of all or part of any penalties incurred 

by any person(s) to be made in the form of community service that will be of benefit to the 

environment and the City. If a person decides to avail themselves of this option when offered by 

the Public Works Director and/or his or her designee, the Public Works Director and/or his or 

her designee and the person shall enter into a formal, written agreement providing for the 

community service. This agreement shall include in detail the description of the service(s) to be 

rendered by the person(s) in penalty for noncompliance of this chapter. The description shall 

include the hours of service needed to offset the above-mentioned penalties based on a 

mutually agreed upon hourly rate for service. 

E.  Re-Inspection Fees. In addition to the penalties to be imposed by the Code Compliance 

Hearing Examiner, the Public Works Director and/or his or her designee may impose a re-

inspection fee for any account or storm drainage facility found not to be within compliance of 

this chapter. This inspection fee shall be independent of any current or future penalties that 

may be incurred by the property owner for noncompliance of this chapter. Re-inspection fees 

shall be applied if re-inspection occurs beyond the normal routine of inspection and verification 

of maintenance or correction of non-storm waterstormwater discharges to the storm 

waterstormwater drainage system, surface water bodies, or groundwater. 

F.  Business License Revocation. In addition to any other penalty imposed, the Public Works 

Director and/or his or her designee may seek revocation of any business license held by the 

person violating this chapter. The Public Works Director and/or his or her designee may request 

that the City Clerk revoke a person’s business license for any of the following reasons: (1) 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14
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noncompliance with this chapter; (2) not allowing for inspection of their storm 

waterstormwater facility; and (3) nonpayment of any fines or inspection fees incurred by the 

owner of the utility account. The procedures for revocation shall be those described in RMC 

Chapter 5.04. 

G.  Require Source Control Best Management Practices (BMPs) or Treatment BMPs. The Ccity of 

Redmond may require implementation of additional source control or treatment BMPs/facilities 

to reduce or eliminate pollutants and non-storm waterstormwater discharges. 

H.  Reimbursement for Abatement. If the City of Redmond utilizes city uses Storm 

WaterStormwater Utility funds, equipment, or staff to correct a non-storm waterstormwater 

discharge, abate pollution from the storm waterstormwater drainage system, or 

remove/disconnect an illicit connection, or correct/repair any private stormwater system, the 

Storm WaterStormwater Utility will charge the responsible person for those expenses, and 

overhead costs, incurred. These costs shall be charged to the property owner and shall become 

immediately payable to the Finance Director upon written notice of the total amount due to the 

property owner or posted upon the premises. (Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 

§ 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003: Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.190 Penalties due. 

Penalties shall be due in accordance with Chapter 1.14 of the Redmond Municipal Code. (Ord. 

2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003: Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.200 Severability. 

Repealed by Ord. 2473.  

13.06.210 Abrogation and restrictions. 

It is not intended that this chapter repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing regulations, 

easements, covenants, or deed restrictions. However, where this chapter imposes greater 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/5.04
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2473?product=RMC
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restrictions, the provisions of this chapter shall prevail. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 

2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.220 Interpretation. 

The Public Works Director and/or his or her designee shall be responsible for interpreting the 

provisions of this chapter. The provisions of this chapter shall be held to be minimum 

requirements in their interpretation and application. (Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 

2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.230 Conflicts. 

When any provision of any other chapter of the Redmond Municipal Code or the Redmond 

Zoning Code conflicts with this chapter, that which provides greater public health and 

environmental protection, as determined by the Public Works Director and/or his or her 

designee, shall apply unless specifically provided otherwise in this chapter. (Ord. 3031 § 2, 2021; 

Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2596 § 2 (part), 2011: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

13.06.240 State statutes and regulations adopted by reference. 

The following state statutes and administrative regulations are hereby adopted by this 

reference as if set forth in full, to the extent necessary to interpret and implement this chapter: 

A. RCWs Title 

 43.20 STATE BOARD OF HEALTH Drinking 

Water 

 70.95 SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT – 

REDUCTION AND RECYCLING Dangerous 

and Solid Waste 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.20
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.95
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 70.105 HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT  

Dangerous Waste, MTCA, Sediment 

Standards 

 90.48 WATER POLLUTION CONTROL Ground 

Water, Surface Water, Sediment 

 90.54 WATER RESOURCES ACT OF 1971 

Ground Water 

 90.70 PUGET SOUND WATER QUALITY 

AUTHORITY Sediment 

 

B. 

WACs Title 

 173-

200 

Water Quality Standards for Ground 

Waters of the State of Washington 

 173-

201A 

Water Quality Standards for Surface 

Waters of the State of Washington 

 173-

216 

State Waste Discharge Permit Program 

 173-

220 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System Permit Program 

 173-

204 

Sediment Management Standards 

 173-

303 

Dangerous Waste Regulations 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.105
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.48
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.54
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.70
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-200
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-200
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-201
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-201
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-216
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-216
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-220
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-220
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-204
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-204
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-303
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-303
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 173-

304 

Minimum Functional Standards for Solid 

Waste Handling 

 173-

340 

The Model Toxics Control Act Cleanup 

Regulation 

 246-

290 

Group A Public Water Supplies 

(Ord. 2859 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2473 § 2 (part), 2009; Ord. 1870 § 1 (part), 1996). 

Chapter 13.07 

WELLHEAD PROTECTION 

Sections: 

13.07.010    Purpose. 

13.07.020    Authority. 

13.07.030    Definitions. 

13.07.040    Scope and applicability. 

13.07.050    Operational requirements. 

13.07.055    Hazardous Materials Questionnaire required. 

13.07.060    Repealed. 

13.07.065    Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement required. 

13.07.070    Repealed. 

13.07.075    Hazardous Materials Management Plan required. 

13.07.080    Repealed. 

13.07.085    Prohibited Activities in Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas. 

13.07.090    Repealed. 

13.07.100    Performance standards. 

13.07.110    Wellhead monitoring program. 

13.07.112    Source Control Program. 

13.07.115    Groundwater protection incentive program for existing infiltration system 

modifications. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-304
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-304
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-340
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-340
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/246-290
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/246-290
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13.07.120    Reporting of hazardous substances releases and completion of cleanup. 

13.07.130    Inspections. 

13.07.140    Appeals. 

13.07.150    Enforcement authority. 

13.07.160    Enforcement policy. 

13.07.170    Orders. 

13.07.180    Penalty for violations. 

13.07.190    Penalties due. 

13.07.200    Severability. 

13.07.210    Abrogation and restrictions. 

13.07.220    Interpretation. 

13.07.230    Conflicts. 

13.07.240    State statutes and regulations adopted by reference. 

13.07.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to: 

A.  Fulfill public water system wellhead protection program requirements of Chapter 246-290 

WAC. 

B.  Protect the general public health and prevent contamination of groundwater resources 

used by the City as a drinking water supply through the following methods: 

1.  Preventing pollution in the groundwater/drinking water supply through source control 

inspections aimed at assisting businesses reduce and prevent pollution; 

2.  Establishing Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas around the City’s water supply wells; 

3.  Prohibiting new facilities or activities within the Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas that 

pose a significant threat to the City’s water supply; 

4.  Imposing standards for storing, handling, treating, using, producing, recycling, or 

disposing of hazardous materials to preclude the introduction of such materials into soil, 

surface water, or groundwater; and 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/246-290
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5.  Establishing a monitoring program to identify quality and quantity impacts to the 

aquifer system and detect the presence of contaminants in groundwater prior to their 

reaching the City’s water supply wells. 

6.  Imposing requirements to investigate environmental releases to determine impacts on 

natural resources. Remediation to mitigate damages are addressed in Section 1.14.080. 
(Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.020 Authority. 

This chapter is established under authority of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW)  Health 

and Safety (Chapter 35A.70 RCW), Growth Management—Planning by Selected Counties and 

Cities (Chapter 36.70A RCW), Public Water Systems – Penalties and Compliance (Chapter 

70A.125 RCW), and Group A Public Water Supplies (Chapter 246-290 WAC)This chapter is 

established under authority of the Optional Municipal Code (Chapter 35A.70 RCW), Growth 

Management Act (Chapter 36.70A RCW), Public Water Systems – Penalties and Compliance 

(Chapter 70.119A RCW), and Public Water Supplies (Chapter 246-290 WAC). (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 

2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.030 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply. Additional definitions 

related to wellhead protection are located in Redmond Zoning Code Chapter 21.78, Definitions. 

“Business license” means that document issued by the City under authority of Chapter 5.04 of 

the Redmond Municipal Code licensing the transaction of the indicated business by the person 

whose name appears thereon for the stated year. 

“Critical Aquifer Recharge Area” means areas with a critical recharging effect on aquifers used 

for potable water. 

“Director” means the Director of the Public Works Director and/or their representatives 

pursuant to RMC 2.64.030 Department or his/her designee. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14.080
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/5.04
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“Deleterious Substance” means a substance that in contact with groundwater would degrade, 

alter or form part of a process of degradation or alteration of the groundwater quality so that it 

becomes or is likely to become harmful for human consumption. 

“Hazardous Materials” means any material, including any substance, waste, or combination 

thereof, which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious 

characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to, a substantial present or potential 

hazard to human health, safety, property or the environment when improperly treated, stored, 

transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed. 

“Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement” means a form provided by the City of Redmond and 

completed by a facility owner or operator that discloses the types, quantities, and locations of 

hazardous materials and other deleterious substances that are or will be stored, handled, 

treated, used, produced, recycled, or disposed of at the facility. The Hazardous Materials 

Inventory Statement shall be prepared pursuant to requirements of the Redmond Fire Code, 

Chapter 15.06 RMC. 

“Hazardous Materials Management Plan” means a form provided by the City of Redmond and 

completed by a facility owner or operator that includes the facility description; the Hazardous 

Materials Inventory Statement; descriptions of separation, secondary containment, and 

monitoring for aboveground and underground storage areas and waste disposal; record 

keeping; an emergency response plan; and an emergency response training plan. The 

Hazardous Materials Management Plan shall be prepared pursuant to requirements of the 

Redmond Fire Code, Chapter 15.06 RMC. 

“Hazardous Materials Questionnaire” is a portion of the business license application completed 

by a facility owner or operator that discloses the types and estimated amounts of hazardous 

materials used by the facility, and the operational activities of the facility. 

“Monitoring well” means a well designed to obtain a representative groundwater sample or 

designed to measure the water level elevations in either clean or contaminated water or soil. 

“Operator” means any person or persons in control of, or having responsibility for, the 

operation of a facility. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/15.06
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/15.06
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“Owner” means, for purposes of this chapter, a person or persons with a vested ownership 

interest in a facility, including a leasehold interest, but does not include persons holding only 

contingent interests or security interests in all or a portion of the facility. 

“Person” means an individual, firm, association, joint venture, partnership, municipality, 

government agency, political subdivision, industry, public or private corporation, owner, lessee, 

tenant, or any other entity whatsoever. 

“RZC” means the Redmond Zoning Code. 

“Redmond Fire Code” means the fire code adopted by the City of Redmond. 

“Retail facility” means a building, structure, or portion thereof, used for the display and sale of 

merchandise, and involving stocks of goods, wares, or merchandise incidental to such purposes 

and accessible to the public. Retail facilities include, but are not limited to, the following: 

department stores, drug stores, markets, paint stores without bulk handling, shopping centers, 

and wholesale and retail stores. 

“Significant Groundwater Hazard” means a condition in which there is a reasonable probability 

of release of a hazardous material or deleterious substance, that, if reached, groundwater 

would degrade, alter or form part of a process of degradation or alteration of the groundwater 

quality so that it becomes or is likely to become harmful for consumption. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 

2019: Ord. 2596 § 2 (part), 2011; Ord. 2269 § 2 (part), 2005: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.040 Scope and applicability. 

A.  The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all facilities, activities, and residences in the City 

of Redmond that store, handle, treat, use, produce, recycle, or dispose of hazardous materials 

or deleterious substances. 

B.  Boundaries for Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas are delineated in the map “City of Redmond 

Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas” adopted as part of Redmond Zoning Code Section 

21.64.010(E)(1)(f). Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas are classified into two areas: Critical Aquifer 

Recharge Areas I and II as are defined in RZC 21.64.050 and as follows. 
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1.  Critical Aquifer Recharge Area I is the land area overlying the aquifer in which it will take 

a maximum of five years for the groundwater to reach any public water source well owned 

by the City. 

2.  Critical Aquifer Recharge Area II is the land area overlying the aquifer with a critical 

recharging effect on the aquifer in which it will take more than five years but less than ten 

years for groundwater to reach any public water source well owned by the City or lands 

that have a critical recharging effect on the aquifer. 

3.  Repealed by Ord. 2957. 

4.  Repealed by Ord. 2957. 

The applicability of various requirements in this chapter shall depend upon the critical aquifer 

recharge area in which the facility or activity is located. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2596 § 2 (part), 

2011; Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.050 Operational requirements. 

A.  Any facility, activity, or residence in the City in which hazardous materials or other 

deleterious substances are present shallmust be operated in a manner that ensures safe 

storage, handling, treatment, use, production, and recycling or disposal of such materials and 

substances and prevents their unauthorized release to the environment. 

B.  In no case shall hazardous materials or other deleterious substances be stored, handled, 

treated, used, produced, recycled, or disposed of in a way that would pose a groundwater 

hazard within the City of Redmond. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.055 Hazardous Materials Questionnaire required. 

A.  As part of applying for a business license in the City of Redmond, businesses shallmust fill 

out a hazardous materials questionnaire. The hazardous materials questionnaire is 

incorporated into the business license application. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019). 
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13.07.060 Hazardous Materials Questionnaire required. 

Repealed by Ord. 2957.  

13.07.065 Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement required. 

A.  The International Fire Code as adopted by Section 15.06.011 establishes when Hazardous 

Materials Inventory Statements are required citywide. In addition to the Fire Code Official, the 

Public Works Director has the authority to require a Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement 

from the owner or operator of a facility or activity that poses a threat to groundwater quality 

within the Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019). 

13.07.070 Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement required. 

Repealed by Ord. 2957.  

13.07.075 Hazardous Materials Management Plan required. 

A.  The International Fire Code as adopted by Section 15.06.011 establishes when Hazardous 

Materials Management Plans are required citywide. In addition to the Fire Code Official, the 

Public Works Director has the authority to require a Hazardous Materials Management Plan 

from the owner or operator of a facility or activity that poses a threat to groundwater quality 

within the Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas. 

B.  Availability of the Hazardous Materials Management Plan. The facility owner or operator shall 

make certain that a copy of the Hazardous Materials Management Plan is available and current, 

at the facility and is conspicuously located such that a copy or copies of the plan are 

immediately available to all employees involved with transferring, storing, handling, treating, 

using, producing, and recycling or disposing of hazardous materials or other deleterious 

substances. 

C.  Training Requirements. The facility owner or operator shallmust ensure that all employees 

involved with transferring, storing, handling, treating, using, producing, and recycling or 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2957?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/15.06.011
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2957?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/15.06.011
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disposing of hazardous materials or other deleterious substances are familiar with the 

Hazardous Materials Management Plan through regular training. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019). 

13.07.080 Hazardous Materials Management Plan required. 

Repealed by Ord. 2957.  

13.07.085 Prohibited Activities in Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas. 

A.  The following are hereby prohibited in Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas I and II: 

1.  Permanent Dewatering of groundwater, unless permitted by the City prior to April 2019. 

2.  Reclaimed or recycled water use with the exception of uses that discharge to the 

sanitary sewer. 

B.  The following are prohibited in Critical Aquifer Recharge Area I: 

1.  Mobile fleet fueling operations with the exception of mobile fueling of equipment on 

construction sites. 

2.  Wood preserving and wood products preserving. 

3.  Chemical manufacturing, including but not limited to organic and inorganic chemicals, 

plastics and resins, pharmaceuticals, cleaning compounds, paints and lacquers, and 

agricultural chemicals. 

4.  Drycleaners are prohibited from using perchloroethylene solvents. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 

2019). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2957?product=RMC
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13.07.090 Waiver of forms submittal. 

Repealed by Ord. 2957.  

13.07.100 Performance standards. 

A.  General Standards. Any facility or activity within the Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas in which 

hazardous materials or other deleterious substances are present shall comply with the 

following general standards: 

1.  Secondary Containment.  

a.  The owner or operator of any facility or activity shall provide secondary 

containment for hazardous materials or other deleterious substances in aggregate 

quantities equal to or greater than 20 gallons liquid or 200 pounds solid or in 

quantities specified in RMC Chapter 15.06, whichever is smaller. 

b.  All seams and cracks on Portland cement concrete pad containment or 

fueling/maintenance areas must be sealed with chemical resistant sealers. Inspect and 

repair the Portland cement concrete pad annually to ensure the functional integrity of 

the pad is maintained to prevent fuel and/or chemicals from reaching the ground. 

c.  Facilities or activities located in Critical Aquifer Recharge Area II are exempt from 

secondary containment requirements in subsection A.1.a of this section for indoor 

storage of hazardous materials and deleterious substances. Requirements in RMC 

Chapter 15.06 still apply. 

2.  Property owners shall must properly decommission all wells that are no longer in use. 

Decommissioning will be done in accordance with the abandoned. This may include 

plugging the abandoned well with an approved inert and impervious substance so that 

groundwater contamination is not possible in the future. State Department of Ecology 

regulations that describe the requirements for decommissioning in WAC 173-160-381, 

which is already required by law. 

3.  Loading and Unloading Areas. Secondary containment or equivalent best management 

practices, as approved by the City, shall be required at loading and unloading areas that 

store, handle, treat, use, produce, recycle, or dispose of hazardous materials or other 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2957?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/15.06
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/15.06
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-160-381
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deleterious substances in aggregate quantities equal to or greater than 20 gallons liquid or 

200 pounds solid. 

4.  All businesses that use, store, transport or dispose of hazardous materials shall be 

required to have a spill kit on site with spill control materials in quantities needed to 

counter measure a spill. 

B.  Specific Performance Standards. In addition to the general standards the following specific 

performance standards apply to the following listed facilities within Critical Aquifer Recharge 

Areas I and II: 

1.  Sewer Pipelines. Should the Public Works Director have reason to believe a sewer 

pipeline is degrading groundwater quality, the Public Works Director may require that leak 

testing be conducted. Should leakage be detected, the Public Works Director shall require 

correction. 

2.  Storm WaterStormwater Infiltration Systems. Owners or operators of storm 

waterstormwater infiltration systems must address specific risks posed by hazardous 

material storage or processing. These risks may be mitigated by physical means and/or 

equivalent best management practices in accordance with an approved, site-specific 

Hazardous Materials Management Plan, Storm WaterStormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, 

or equivalent plan accepted by the Director. 

a.  All storm waterstormwater infiltration systems shall must be registered with the 

Public Works Director using the registration form developed by the Director. Certain 

storm waterstormwater infiltration systems are regulated by the state as Underground 

Injection Control (UIC) wells under Chapter 173-218 WAC. The owner or operator of a 

storm waterstormwater infiltration system can meet the City’s registration 

requirement by registering their system with Washington Department of Ecology and 

providing a copy of the Ecology registration to the Public Works Director. 

b.  Repealed by Ord. 2422. 

c.  Repealed by Ord. 2422. 

d.  An assessment of the potential risks to groundwater from any registered storm 

waterstormwater infiltration system shall must be completed by the owner or operator 

and submitted to the Director by February 3, 2011. Assessment criteria have been 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-218
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developed by the Director in consultation with affected facility owners or operators. 

The assessment shall must be completed for each storm waterstormwater infiltration 

system. 

e.  If through the assessment process, a storm waterstormwater infiltration system is 

determined to pose a potential significant groundwater hazard based on the 

assessment score, the Public Works Director shall issue an Authorized Work Letter 

detailing the work required to mitigate risks at the facility. Authorized work may 

include, but not be limited to, best management practices, system modifications, or 

infiltration system replacement to protect groundwater quality, pursuant to the 

guidance and schedule in the assessment criteria. If replacement of an infiltration 

system is required and there are no alternative storm waterstormwater discharge 

options available, then in addition to the authorized work, groundwater monitoring will 

be required, in accordance with the groundwater monitoring requirements in the 

assessment criteria, until an alternative discharge becomes available. If monitoring 

results for such a facility indicate contamination of the groundwater at any time, all 

activities contributing to the contamination shall be required to cease immediately. 

f.  Provisions to prevent releases of hazardous materials into storm waterstormwater 

systems shall be updated in the Hazardous Materials Management Plan, Storm 

WaterStormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, or equivalent plan accepted by the Public 

Works Director and supported by upgraded or new storm waterstormwater system 

designs, as necessary, to reflect significant changes in types, quantities, and handling 

of hazardous materials. 

g.  The owner or operator of a storm waterstormwater infiltration system shallmust 

notify the Public Works Director of the intent to modify or replace a storm 

waterstormwater infiltration system and shallmust obtain all appropriate approvals 

and permits prior to any modification or replacement. 

3.  Hydraulic Elevator Cylinders and Associated Piping. The owner or operator of any facility 

with a hydraulic elevator shallmust inspect the hydraulic system based on the schedule 

required by Washington State Department of Labor and Industries for evidence of 

hydraulic fluid leakage. An inspection and maintenance log is required and available upon 

request by the Public Works Director. If leakage is detected, the facility owner or operator 
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shall complete repairs within 30 days of discovery of leakage, and document such repairs in 

the inspection and maintenance log. 

4.  Vehicle fuel dispensing facilities shall have the following to control the release of 

hazardous materials to the soil/groundwater during operation: 

a.  All underground storage tanks (USTs) and associated piping more than 30 years old 

must conduct annual inspections including tank and line tightness testing. 

b.  Fuel dispensing equipment and above ground storage tanks shall be secondarily 

contained and protected by bollards. Fuel dispensing equipment hoses shall not 

extend outside of the containment area. 

c.  A containment system consisting of the following: 

i.  Impervious pad, poured of Portland cement, or equivalent. 

ii.  The containment system pad and associated conveyance structures shall be 

inspected and repaired annually to ensure the functional integrity is maintained to 

prevent fuel and/or chemicals from reaching the ground. All seams and cracks on 

the pad and associated conveyance structures shall be sealed with chemical 

resistant sealers. 

5.  Vehicle Maintenance areas shallmust have the following to control the release of 

hazardous materials to the soil/groundwater during operation: 

a.  The facility shall conduct vehicle maintenance under a covered or indoor area with 

drainage to the sanitary sewer, a dead-end sump, or alternative Best Management 

Practices as approved by the Public Works Director. 

b.  An impervious concrete pad with petroleum resistant sealant. The pad must be 

sloped/bermed to contain spills within the maintenance area and not allow storm 

waterstormwater run-on enter the vehicle maintenance area. 

c.  The maintenance pad and associated conveyance structures shall be inspected and 

repaired annually to ensure the functional integrity is maintained to prevent fuel 

and/or chemicals from reaching the ground. All seams and cracks on the pad and 

associated conveyance structures shall be sealed with chemical resistant sealers. 
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Records must be kept of the annual inspection and or repair, and be available on site 

for inspection and verification. 

6.  Legal pre-existing vehicle wrecking yards that existed prior to 2003 and that store 

wrecked vehicles on pervious surfaces shallmust implement best management practices to 

reduce or eliminate the potential for environmental releases to protect groundwater 

resource. 

C.  Residential Users. Residential users of hazardous materials living in the City of Redmond shall 

reduce contamination risks to groundwater by: 

1.  Following storage, use, and disposal instructions on all household hazardous chemical 

containers; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; automotive fuels, lubricants, and cleaning 

products; and  

 

2.  Following storage, use, application, and disposal instructions for pesticides, herbicides, 

and fertilizers; 

3.  Following storage, use, and disposal instructions for automotive fuels, lubricants, and 

cleaning products; and 

￼24.  Reporting unauthorized releases of hazardous materials into the environment. (Ord. 

3032 § 2, 2021; Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2596 § 2 (part), 2011; Ord. 2521 § 2, 2010: Ord. 2422 § 1, 

2008: Ord. 2269 § 2 (part), 2005: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.110 Wellhead monitoring program. 

A.  The City may shall develop and maintain a Citywide Wellhead Monitoring Program in order 

to monitor water quality and detect potential contamination before it reaches the City’s water 

supply wells. 

B.  If the City has probable cause to suspect groundwater contamination at a facility, the City 

shallmust request permission of the owner or operator to install groundwater monitoring wells 

and sample at a frequency to be determined. If the request is denied, the City may apply for an 
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administrative search warrant pursuant to RMC 1.14.190. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 

(part), 2003). 

13.07.112 Source Control Program. 

The Public Works Director shall oversee a program that limits the amount of pollution entering 

the environment by requiring businesses to construct or implement source control best 

management practices. Redmond Storm WaterStormwater Technical Notebook defines the 

required and recommended best management practices citywide and additionally are 

important to protect the water supply within the Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas. Through 

business assistance visits, and review of tenant improvement and new development 

applications, the Public Works Director will insure ensure that operational and structural best 

management practices are in place to reduce the release of pollution. If environmental releases 

are identified during business assistance visits, the City may require subsurface investigation, 

including soil and groundwater sampling and testing, as a condition of continued operation, 

and may require remediation as provided in RMC 1.14.080 to mitigate natural resource 

damages. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019). 

13.07.115Groundwater protection incentive program for existing 

infiltration system modifications. 

A.  Goal of Groundwater Protection Incentive Program.  

1.  The goal of the groundwater protection incentive program is to encourage the early and 

timely modification of existing storm waterstormwater infiltration systems in order to 

benefit the public through early implementation of groundwater pollution prevention 

measures, facilitation of proper permitting and construction, and minimization of 

enforcement actions. Through the program the City will reimburse owners for a portion of 

the cost of design, engineering, permitting and construction of city-required improvements 

to protect the groundwater and the City’s drinking water resource. The City will reimburse 

all property owners who have completed or who hereafter complete improvements under 

the groundwater incentive protection program codified in this section or as provided in 

Resolution No. 1321 of the City to the full extent authorized by this section. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14.190
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14.080
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2.  As city ratepayer funds are proposed to be expended on private property the City has 

an obligation to strive for the most cost effective, protective upgrades that address the risks 

to the public, identified by the City, and also balance the property owner’s operational 

needs and ongoing maintenance costs. 

B.  Groundwater Protection Incentive Program Process.  

1.  Parcels with infiltration systems installed before November 1, 2003, which have not 

already registered with the City, are required to submit a complete registration form. Upon 

notification from the City, the owner will have three months to submit the complete 

registration and to be eligible for reimbursement. 

2.  After registration forms are reviewed, the City will provide notification that the owner 

must complete an assessment of their storm waterstormwater infiltration system. 

3.  The owner will have six months from that notification date to submit a complete 

Existing Storm WaterStormwater Infiltration System Assessment Form (assessment) to the 

City to be eligible for reimbursement. 

4.  The City will evaluate the assessment and meet with the owner to discuss site risks, 

appropriate best management practices, and potential mitigation or modifications specific 

to each facility to reduce each system’s risk level. 

5.  After joint review of the assessment, the City will issue a draft authorized work letter 

identifying the risk score. Owners will have ten (10) calendar days to file a written request 

for a meeting with city staff to reconsider the risk score. If discussion with city staff does 

not result in a consensus, either party may request mediation and a meeting with the 

mayor as provided in RMC 13.07.140 by filing written requests as provided therein. After 

ten (10) calendar days, if the owners have not filed a written request with city staff as 

provided in this subsection, or if a request does not result in consensus and no request for 

mediation or a meeting with the mayor is filed, the City will issue the final authorized work 

letter. 

6.  The authorized work letter will identify the final assessment risk score, required 

operational best management practices, and the schedule for completion, as well as 

provide options for meeting structural best management practices and/or system 

modification requirements to reduce the risk score. 
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7.  Owners and their engineer(s) will work with the City to develop and review design 

concepts for modifications, evaluate alternatives appropriate for the site, and select a cost 

effective alternative. The City will issue a draft authorized alternative letter identifying the 

selected alternative and approving the owner to prepare a complete cost estimate detailing 

the cost of all design work, permitting and construction. Owners will have ten (10) calendar 

days to file a written request for a meeting with city staff to reconsider the selected 

alternative. If discussion with city staff does not result in a consensus, either party may 

request mediation and a meeting with the mayor as provided in RMC 13.07.140 by filing 

written requests as provided therein. After ten (10) calendar days, if the owners have not 

filed a written request with city staff as provided in this subsection, or if a request does not 

result in consensus and no request for mediation or a meeting with the mayor is filed, the 

City will issue the authorized alternative letter. 

8.  Owners will submit design plans, bid specifications, and an estimate detailing the costs 

of all design work (incurred and future), permitting, and construction of the selected 

improvements. After this submittal, the City will issue a draft authorized notice to proceed 

letter identifying proposed improvements and authorized costs and directing the owner to 

submit for all required permits. Owners will have ten (10) calendar days to file a written 

request for a meeting with city staff to reconsider the selected alternative. If discussion 

with city staff does not result in a consensus, either party may request mediation and a 

meeting with the mayor as provided in RMC 13.07.140 by filing written requests as 

provided therein. After ten (10) calendar days, if the owners have not filed a written request 

with city staff, as provided in this subsection, or if a request does not result in consensus 

and no request for mediation or a meeting with the mayor is filed, the City will issue the 

final authorized notice to proceed. 

9.  All improvements must receive all appropriate city, county, regional, state, and federal 

permits prior to beginning construction. 

10.  During construction changes to the scope of work authorized in the notice to proceed 

must be documented in a change order request and submitted to the City before out of 

scope work is completed. The City will issue an authorized change order for approved out 

of scope work. Every effort will be made to authorize change orders in the field. If 

additional review time is necessary, it will not extend more than seven days. 
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11.  When all authorized improvements are complete, and accurate record drawings, storm 

waterstormwater pollution prevention plans and operation and maintenance manuals, if 

applicable, are received and accepted as complete, the City will issue an acceptance letter 

within 30 days. 

12.  The acceptance letter will identify the date of completion for the purposes of 

reimbursement. That date of completion shall be the date of final inspection. 

13.  After receipt of the acceptance letter, the owner can submit to the City verifiable, 

itemized and detailed receipts for all authorized improvements and proof of payment for 

all invoices and lien releases in accordance with the reimbursement submittal checklist. 

14.  Upon review of receipts and proof of payment for all authorized improvements, a draft 

authorized reimbursement of cost letter will be issued to the owner within 30 days. 

15.  Owners will have ten (10) calendar days to file a written request for a meeting with city 

staff to reconsider the reimbursement amount. If discussion with city staff does not result 

in a consensus, either party may request mediation and a meeting with the mayor, as 

provided in RMC 13.07.140 by filing written requests as provided therein. After ten (10) 

calendar days, if the owners have not filed a written request with city staff as provided in 

this subsection, or if a request does not result in consensus and no request for mediation 

or a meeting with the mayor is filed, the City will issue the final authorized reimbursement 

of cost letter. 

16.  Upon owners’ acceptance of the authorized reimbursement of cost letter, the City will 

process the reimbursement. 

C.  Authorized Work Letter and Reimbursement Schedule.  

1.  This schedule replaces the schedule in the assessment criteria referenced in City of 

Redmond Resolution No. 1321. Parcels will be divided into three groups based on the 

assessment scores: 

a.  Group one parcels will be identified by scores of 19 or higher; 

b.  Group two parcels will be identified by scores of eight to 18; and 

c.  Group three parcels with scores of seven and below will not be required to modify 

their systems but will be required to meet appropriate storm waterstormwater best 
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management practices. Operational and structural best management practices are 

defined in RMC 15.24. 

D.  Group One Authorized Work Letters.  

1.  Group one parcels will be divided into three subgroups: 1A, 1B, and 1C, to facilitate 

scheduling: 

a.  1A parcels will be issued authorized work letters effective on or after October 1, 

2013; 

b.  1B parcels will be issued authorized work letters effective on or after April 1, 2014; 

c.  1C parcels will be issued authorized work letters effective on or after October 1, 

2015. 

E.  Group One Reimbursement.  

1.  For authorized improvements completed by the owner and accepted by the City within 

three and one-half years from the effective date of the authorized work letter, owners will 

be reimbursed for 75 percent of the costs approved in the notice to proceed and 

authorized change order(s). 

2.  Repealed by Ord. 2791. 

3.  There will be no reimbursement if all authorized improvements are not completed and 

accepted by the City within three and one-half years from the effective date of the 

authorized work letter. 

4.  The owner will be in violation of this code if authorized improvements are not 

completed and accepted by the City within four and one-half years from the effective date 

of the authorized work letter. 

F.  Group Two Authorized Work Letters.  

1.  Group two parcels will be issued authorized work letters effective on or after January 1, 

2018. One consideration for extending the effective date may be completion of 

groundwater modeling and aquifer delineation by the City. 

G.  Group Two Reimbursement.  
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1.  For authorized improvements completed by the owner and accepted by the City within 

four years from the effective date of the authorized work letter owners will be reimbursed 

for 60 percent of the costs approved in the notice to proceed and authorized change 

order(s). 

2.  There will be no reimbursement if authorized improvements are not completed and 

accepted by the City within four years from the effective date of the authorized work letter. 

3.  The owner will be in violation of this code if authorized improvements are not 

completed and accepted by the City within five years from the effective date of the 

authorized work letter. 

H.  General Notes.  

1.  Parcels that are identified to be in a different wellhead protection zone as a result of 

aquifer delineation will be re-assessed based on their new risk score. 

2.  Parcels that have changes to operations or processes that increase or decrease risk will 

be re-assessed (i.e., if the score is lower than 8, no modification will be required, if the risk 

score is increased to 19 or above the parcel will be required to meet the Group one 

schedule and will be reimbursed at the Group one rate, etc.). 

I.  Schedule Extensions.  

1.  City review of submittals exceeding 30 calendar days will cause the extension of the 

authorized work letter effective date by one day for each day exceeding 30 days of review 

time. 

2.  Permit review by other agencies exceeding 30 calendar days will cause the extension of 

the authorized work letter effective date by one day for each day exceeding 30 days of 

review time. To receive a time extension, the owner must submit materials for review in a 

timeframe that would allow for issuance of permits assuming a typical permit review cycle 

and completion of construction within the required timeframe. 

3.  Unless the appellant prevails, appeals will not extend the deadline for completion of 

improvements or eligibility for reimbursement. 

4.  The technical committee may grant an extension for extenuating circumstances that 

result in significant unanticipated delays during construction. 
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5.  Except as noted above, reimbursement dates will not be extended; however, the 

technical committee may grant an additional one-year extension for owners that have 

shown proper justification towards compliance but are unable to reach full completion by 

the violation date. Demonstration of proper justification effort may include but is not 

limited to: 

a.  Demonstrated economic hardship; 

b.  Change of ownership; 

c.  Unanticipated construction and/or site design problems; or 

d.  Other circumstances beyond the control of the applicant determined acceptable by 

the technical committee. 

J.  Reimbursement Requirements.  

1.  To be eligible for reimbursement of authorized costs, the owner must: 

a.  Complete registration and assessment submittals within the specified schedule. 

b.  Comply with the terms and schedule in the authorized work letter and authorized 

notice to proceed. 

c.  Complete and maintain the required operational best management practices 

(BMPs) for storm waterstormwater and groundwater protection as required in the 

authorized work letter and authorized notice to proceed. 

d.  Complete the requirements in the authorized work letter, authorized notice to 

proceed and approved permits. 

e.  Authorized improvements and authorized change orders eligible for 

reimbursement may include: 

i.  Conduct engineering feasibility studies, designs and drawings of storm 

waterstormwater improvements. 

ii.  Construct and install structural storm waterstormwater best management 

practices. 
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iii.  Replace storm waterstormwater system components and associated 

permitting requirements. 

iv.  Purchase equipment or materials to treat storm waterstormwater. 

v.  Construct, replace, or decommission storm waterstormwater infiltration 

systems. 

vi.  Install groundwater monitoring wells. 

vii.  Work agreed upon, documented and conducted by qualified employees to 

design and/or install authorized improvements at rates appropriate for the tasks 

performed. 

viii.  Prepare storm waterstormwater reports, pollution prevention reports, 

operations manuals, and record drawings of modifications. 

ix.  Permit fees that were not waived (fire, state, county, etc.). 

f.  Submit record drawings, storm waterstormwater pollution prevention plans, and 

operation and maintenance manuals. 

g.  Submit receipts and proof of payment for all authorized improvements in 

accordance with the reimbursement submittal checklist. 

2.  The following are not eligible for reimbursement: 

a.  Routine and/or annual maintenance of storm waterstormwater best management 

practices or storm waterstormwater treatment systems. 

b.  Cost of irrigation meters or water meters, installation costs and connection fees for: 

sanitary sewer, storm waterstormwater, electricity, water, gas, phone or other utilities. 

c.  Design, installation, construction, engineering, or other costs associated with 

unauthorized work, unauthorized modifications, work to rectify unauthorized 

modifications, or work not required by the City. 

d.  Costs associated with investigation, characterization, analysis, remediation, 

removal, disposal or any other activities associated with contaminated soil, sediments, 

surface water, or groundwater. 
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e.  Modifications made to any storm waterstormwater system after February 1, 2008, 

not authorized by the City. 

f.  Any modifications made in violation of city, county, state, or federal codes, rules, 

laws. 

g.  Staff time, unless identified in the authorized notice to proceed, lost productivity, 

impacts to business, lost rents, vacancies, etc. 

h.  Any other site improvements not required as part of this program. 

i.  Costs not identified in the authorized notice to proceed or authorized change 

orders. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2791 § 2, 2015: Ord. 2704 § 2, 2013). 

13.07.120 Reporting of hazardous substances releases and 

completion of cleanup. 

A.  The owner or operator of a facility shallmust provide a written notice to the Public Works 

Director at the same time as reporting a release under either of the following programs: 

1.  The Department of Ecology’s Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) (Chapter 173-340 WAC) 

Cleanup Regulations, or 

2.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. Section 9503(c)Chapter 103). 

B.  The owner or operator of a facility shallmust provide written notice to the Public Works 

Director within five (5) business days of receipt of a No Further Action letter from the 

Department of Ecology, or a final Record of Decision from U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency, regarding confirmation of cleanup of a release at the facility. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: 

Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-340
https://redmond.municipal.codes/US/USC/42
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13.07.130 Inspections. 

A.  The City shall have the right to inspect a facility at reasonable times for the purposes of 

determining compliance with this chapter. Inspections may include, but are not limited to, 

visual inspections of hazardous materials storage and secondary containment areas; and 

inspections of Hazardous Materials Management Plans. If environmental releases are identified 

during inspections, the City may require subsurface investigation, including soil and 

groundwater sampling and testing, as a condition of continued operation, and may require 

remediation as provided in Section 1.14.080 to mitigate natural resource damages. 

B.  Prior to making inspections on private property for compliance with this chapter, the City’s 

inspector shallmust present identification credentials, state the purpose of the inspection, and 

request entry. 

C.  If the property or any building or structure on the property is unoccupied, the inspector 

shallmust first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other person(s) having charge 

or control of the property or portions of the property and request entry. 

D.  If after reasonable effort the inspector is unable to locate the owner or other person(s) 

having charge or control of the property, and has reason to believe the condition of the 

property creates an imminent hazard to human health or the environment, the inspector may 

enter. 

E.  In the event that access by a City inspector is denied, the City may apply to a court of 

competent jurisdiction for issuance of a search warrant authorizing entry for purposes of 

carrying out the inspections provided for under this section. 

F.  Coordination with Other City Inspection Programs. City inspectors shallmust endeavor to 

coordinate inspections for wellhead protection with storm waterstormwater, fire, and/or other 

applicable inspection programs. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2269 § 2 (part), 2005: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 

2003). 

13.07.140 Appeals. 

A.  Appeals concerning the application and administration of this chapter shall be processed 

according to the administrative procedures provided in Redmond Zoning Code Chapter 21.76, 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14.080
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Review Procedures, unless associated with another permit, in which case the appeal 

procedures in Redmond Zoning Code Chapter 21.76 for the associated permit will apply. 

B.  Groundwater Protection Incentive Program Decisions. The following additional procedures 

apply to decisions made under the groundwater protection incentive program: 

1.  Any property owner who disagrees with any final decision of the public works director 

under the groundwater incentive program may appeal that decision by following the 

appeal procedures for tType I decisions under the Redmond Zoning Code. The appeal shall 

proceed to hearing and final decision by the Hearing Examiner in the same manner as 

other tType I appeals under the City’s zoning code. 

2.  Draft authorized work, notice to proceed, authorized alternative, and reimbursement of 

cost letters will be issued prior to final decision by the public works director. As provided in 

Section 13.07.115, if a property owner disagrees with the terms of a draft authorized work, 

notice to proceed, authorized alternative, or reimbursement of cost letter, the property 

owner may file a written request that the City staff reconsider such terms within ten (10) 

calendar days of the issuance of the draft letter. If a timely request for reconsideration is 

filed, the property owner and the City will meet within ten (10) calendar days of the City 

having received the request in a good faith attempt to resolve the issues. If the meeting is 

not successful, either party may elect to submit any remaining issues to a neutral mediator 

by filing a mediation request within ten (10) calendar days of the unsuccessful meeting. Any 

required time period for the public works director to make a final decision is tolled pending 

completion of the reconsideration and mediation process and the submittal of a 

reconsideration request by a property owner constitutes the property owner’s consent to 

such tolling. 

3.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 13.07.140.B.2, either party may request that 

a neutral mediator be agreed upon at any time after the property owner submits its issues 

in writing, even though the obligatory meeting to resolve disputes has not yet taken place. 

4.  If the parties cannot agree upon a neutral mediator within five (5) business days of a 

request by either party that a mediator be named, either party may, on the shortest notice 

authorized by court rule, petition the presiding judge of the King County Superior Court to 

immediately appoint a neutral mediator with substantial land use, environmental, or civil 

engineering experience in addition to substantial mediation experience. 



RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 87 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

5.  Each party shall pay an equal share of the mediator’s fees. 

6.  Mediation shall be completed within 30 calendar days from the date the request for 

mediation is filed. If mediation does not result in an agreement, either party may, within 

five (5) calendar days after mediation is completed, request that the owners and the City 

staff meet with the mayor in a good faith attempt to reach a resolution. The meeting will be 

scheduled as expeditiously as possible given the mayor’s schedule. 

7.  If a request for reconsideration, mediation, or a meeting with the mayor results in 

agreement on the terms of an authorized work, notice to proceed, authorized alternative, 

or reimbursement of cost letter, the public works director shall issue a final authorized 

work, authorized alternative, notice to proceed, or reimbursement of cost letter containing 

the agreed-upon terms. If no agreement is reached as the result of a request for 

reconsideration, mediation, or meeting with the mayor, or if no timely request for 

reconsideration, mediation, or meeting with the mayor is made, the public works director 

shall issue a final authorized work, notice to proceed, authorized alternative, or 

reimbursement of cost letter setting forth the City’s final position and the period for 

appealing the public works director’s decision shall commence. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 

2704 § 3, 2013: Ord. 2596 § 2 (part), 2011: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.150 Enforcement authority. 

The Public Works Director shall administer and enforce this chapter and shall have the 

authority to adopt and implement administrative procedures for such enforcement. (Ord. 2957 

§ 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.160 Enforcement policy. 

Enforcement action shall be taken whenever a person has violated any provisions of this 

chapter. The choice of enforcement action taken and the severity of any penalty shall be based 

on the nature of the violation; the damage or risk to the public or to the underlying aquifer, 

groundwater wells, and drinking water infrastructure; and/or the degree of bad faith 

demonstrated by the person(s) subject to the enforcement action. In determining appropriate 
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penalties to be assessed for violation(s) of the terms of the chapter, the City shallmust also 

consider the financial savings, if any, achieved by the violator in failing to comply with the terms 

of this chapter. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.170 Orders. 

The Public Works Director shall have the authority to issue to an owner or operator of a facility, 

or any other person, an order to bring the facility into compliance with this chapter in 

accordance with the provisions set forth in Section 1.14.100. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2269 § 2 

(part), 2005: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.180 Penalty for violations. 

A.  Persons Subject to Penalty. Any person who violates or fails to comply with the requirements 

of this chapter or who fails to conform with the terms of an approval or order issued by the 

Public Works Director shall be subject to civil and/or criminal penalties. Civil and criminal 

penalties shall be administered as provided in Chapter 1.14 of the Redmond Municipal Code. 

Each day of continued violation shall constitute a separate violation. 

B.  Aiding or Abetting. Any person who, through an act of commission or omission, aids or abets 

a violation shall be considered to have committed a violation for the purposes of the civil 

penalty. 

C.  Procedures for Imposing Penalty. The procedures for notice of violation and imposition of 

penalties under this chapter shall be the same as for other code violations as described in 

Chapter 1.14 of the Redmond Municipal Code; provided, that such procedures may be initiated 

by either the Public Works Director or the Code Compliance Officer upon request of the 

Director. 

D.  Community Service or Supplemental Environmental Project Alternative. The Director may, 

at his/her discretion, provide the option for payment of all or part of any penalties incurred by 

any person(s) to be made in the form of community service or a Supplemental Environmental 

Project that will be of benefit to the environment and the City. If a person(s) decides to avail 

himself/herself of this option when offered by the Director, the Director and the person(s) shall 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14.100
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14
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enter into a formal written agreement providing for the community service or Supplemental 

Environmental Project. This agreement shall include, in detail, the description of the service(s) 

to be rendered or the project to be implemented by the person(s) in penalty for noncompliance 

with this chapter. The description shall include the hours of service(s) needed to offset the 

aforementioned penalties based on a mutually agreed upon hourly rate for service. 

E.  Reinspection Fees. In addition to the penalties imposed by the Code Compliance Hearing 

Examiner, the Director may impose a reinspection fee for any facility found not to be in 

compliance with this chapter. The reinspection fee shall be independent of any current or 

future penalties that may be incurred by the facility owner or operator for noncompliance with 

this chapter. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.190 Penalties due. 

Penalties imposed by the Code Hearing Examiner under this chapter shall become due and 

payable 30 calendar days after receiving notice of the penalty unless application for remission 

or mitigation is made or an appeal filed. Whenever an application for remission or mitigation is 

made, penalties shall become due and payable 30 calendar days after receipt of the decision 

regarding the remission or mitigation. Whenever an appeal of a penalty is filed, the penalty 

shall become due and payable after all review proceedings and a final decision has been issued 

confirming all or part of the penalty. If the amount of a penalty owed is not paid within the time 

specified in this section, the City may take actions necessary to recover such penalties. (Ord. 2957 

§ 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.200 Severability. 

If any portion of this chapter or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 

remainder of this chapter or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances 

shall not be affected. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 
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13.07.210 Abrogation and restrictions. 

It is not intended that this chapter repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing regulations, 

easements, covenants, or deed restrictions, unless specifically provided otherwise in this 

chapter. However, where this chapter imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this 

chapter shall prevail. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.220 Interpretation. 

The Director shall be responsible for interpreting the provisions of this chapter. The provisions 

of this chapter shall be held to be minimum requirements in their interpretation and 

application and shall be liberally construed to serve the purposes of this chapter. (Ord. 2957 § 6 

(part), 2019: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.230 Conflicts. 

When any existing provision of the Redmond Municipal Code or the Redmond Zoning Code 

conflicts with this chapter, that which provides greater public health and environmental 

protection, as determined by the Director, shall apply, unless specifically provided otherwise in 

this chapter. (Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019: Ord. 2596 § 2 (part), 2011: Ord. 2180 § 1 (part), 2003). 

13.07.240 State statutes and regulations adopted by reference. 

The following state statutes and administrative regulations are hereby adopted by this 

reference as if set forth in full, to the extent necessary to interpret and implement this chapter: 

A. RCWs Title 

 43.20 State Board of HealthDrinking 

Water 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.20
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A. RCWs Title 

 70.9570A.205 Solid Waste Management – 

Reduction and 

RecyclingDangerous and Solid 

Waste 

 70.10570A.300 Hazardous Waste 

ManagementDangerous Waste, 

MTCA, Sediment Standards 

 90.48 Water Pollution ControlGround 

Water, Surface Water, 

Sediment 

 90.54 Water Resources Act of 

1971Ground Water 

 90.70 Sediment 

B. WACs Title 

 173-200 Water Quality Standards for 

Ground Waters of the State of 

Washington 

 173-201 Water Quality Standards for 

Surface Waters of the State of 

Washington 

 173-216 State Waste Discharge Permit 

Program 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.95
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.105
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.48
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.54
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-200
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-201
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-216
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A. RCWs Title 

 173-220 National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System Permit 

Program 

 173-204 Sediment Management 

Standards 

 173-303 Dangerous Waste Regulations 

 173-304 Minimum Functional Standards 

for Solid Waste Handling 

 173-340 The Model Toxics Control Act 

Cleanup Regulation 

 246-290 Group A Public Water Supplies 

(Ord. 2957 § 6 (part), 2019). 

Chapter 13.08 

INSTALLING AND CONNECTING WATER SERVICE 

Sections: 

13.08.010    Application for service. 

13.08.015    Meters required. 

13.08.020    Meters city property. 

13.08.030    Installation charge. 

13.08.032    Full service installations. 

13.08.035    Water service modifications. 

13.08.040    Exempt meters. 

13.08.050    Unauthorized connections. 

13.08.060    Fire sprinkler system connections. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-220
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-204
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-303
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-304
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-340
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/246-290
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13.08.010 Application for service. 

All persons desiring water service from the City water system are required to make application 

for such service with the Development EngineeringUtility  Division. All water service installations 

made to the City water system shallmust be made by or under the direction of the 

Development EngineeringUtility  Division. (Ord. 1681 § 1, 1992: Ord. 194 § 2, 1956). 

13.08.015 Meters required. 

A.  Each separate structure or use shallmust be served through at least one water meter to 

determine the water consumption. The following structures or uses do not need to be 

separately metered but may be combined with other metered structures or uses as described: 

1.  Accessory buildings associated with single-family dwelling units, including garages, 

greenhouses, cabanas, workshops and similar structures not used for sleeping, cooking or 

other residence-specific functions may be combined with the associated single-family 

structure. 

2.  Individual mobile homes in a mobile home park may be combined except that not more 

than 20 units shall be served by a single meter. 

3.  Restroom and accessory facilities serving a public park may be combined with other 

metered uses. 

4.  “Portable” classroom buildings at a school may be combined as a single metered use 

but shall be separately metered from other primary structures. 

5.  “Portable” commercial structures or buildings such as construction trailers, landscape 

or building maintenance buildings. 

B.  Landscape irrigation systems shall be separately metered, except those installed at a single-

family residence, middle housing residential unit, or those installed at other use classifications 

where the use is served through a water meter less than one inch in size. At the option of the 

owner, the meter may be a city-owned irrigation meter or it may be a customer-owned exempt 

meter as provided in RMC 13.08.040. 
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C.  Service to the residential units of a mixed usemixed-use structure shall be served through a 

separate meter if there are more than three residential units. 

D.  Facilities that are owned and operated by the water utility are exempt from these 

requirements. 

E.  Middle housing comprised of attached dwelling units in a single structure shall be served by 

at least one water meter per structure. Middle housing comprised of detached dwelling units 

shall have their own individual meters. 

F.  Attached and detached accessory dwelling units can share a water meter with the primary 

residence. Detached ADU’s shall each have its own water meter. 

G. Any detached non-livable space can share a water service with the livable space.. 

(Ord. 3222 § 3, 2025; Ord. 1762 § 1, 1994). 

13.08.020 Meters city property. 

All water meters furnished by the City in such installations or connections shall be and remain 

the property of the City.  

Water service lines beyond the customer side of the water meter setter shall be owned by and 

the responsibility of the property owner.  

Exempt meters and backflow preventers shall be owned by and the responsibility of the 

property owner.  

(Ord. 194 § 3, 1956). 
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13.08.030 Installation charge. 

An installation charge shallmust be paid by all persons connecting to the water system at the 

time of approval of an application for service. Installation charges will indexed to inflation and 

adjust annually. The charge shall be based upon the size of the water meter as follows: 

Meter Size Cost 

5/8 x 3/4 inch drop-in $425.00 

1 inch drop-in 500.00 

1.5 inch drop-in 930.00 

2 inch drop-in 1,220.00 

  

5/8 x 3/4 inch full service $7,200.00 

1 inch full service 7,500.00 

1.5 inch full service 9,000.00 

2 inch full service 9,500.00 

Combination single-

family residential 5/8 x 

3/4 domestic and 1, 1.5 

or 2 inch fire sprinkler 

service 

9,500.00 

(Ord. 3193 § 2, 2024; Ord. 2402 § 1, 2008: Ord. 2036 § 1, 1999: Ord. 1799 § 1, 1994: Ord. 1681 § 2, 1992: Ord. 

1362 § 2, 1987: Ord. 194 § 4, 1956). 
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13.08.032 Full serviceFull-service installations. 

Full-service installations shall only be constructed by the City for single-family residential 

structures on existing lots. Water service installations for all other developments (e.g., 

multifamily residential, commercial, industrial, and new residential plats and short plats) shall 

be constructed as part of the development improvements by the applicant or property owner. 

Water service installation for middle housing residential shall be constructed as part of the 

development improvements by the applicant for four or more meters. (Ord. 3222 § 4, 2025; Ord. 

2036 § 2, 1999). 

13.08.035 Water service modifications. 

A charge shall be paid by all persons requesting a modification to their water service including 

adjustments of height, relocation, abandonment or other modifications. The charge shall be set 

by the City Engineer or his/her designee in an amount to cover the City’s full cost for 

constructing such modification. (Ord. 2036 § 3, 1999). 

13.08.040 Exempt meters. 

Privately owned meters which that are proposed to be installed down streamdownstream of a 

city owned meter to measure water which that is either not subject to sewer charges or, in the 

case of approved reclaimed water and rainwater harvesting systems, not subject to water 

consumption charges but subject to sewer charges  shall be purchased from the City. The 

location of the privately owned meter shall be approved by the City and the materials used for 

the meter assembly shall be approved by the City. The charge for the City to provide and install 

the meter device shall be the same as the installation charge for drop-in meters of the same 

size. Exempt meters can only be used to irrigate the lot served by the domestic meter. (Ord. 1682 

§ 3, 1992). 
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13.08.050 Unauthorized connections. 

Any person connecting to the City water system other than under the supervision and approval 

of the Public Works DepartmentDirector, and any person reconnecting (turning on) water 

service after service shall havehas been discontinued pursuant to RMC 13.17.080 shall be guilty 

of a violation of this chapter and be subject to a civil infraction in an amount not to exceed 

$500$1000 for each violation. (Ord. 1682 § 4, 1992). 

13.08.060 Fire sprinkler system connections. 

A.  Single-Family Residential Systems. Fire sprinkler systems for single-family residential 

structures shall be metered. If separately metered, the meter shall be installed pursuant to an 

approved application for service. The fire sprinkler system may be separately metered or may 

be combined with the domestic water service to the dwelling. 

B.  Other Systems. Fire sprinkler systems for structures other than single-family residential 

structures shall not be separately metered. Such systems shall be connected to the City water 

system pursuant to construction drawings approved by the Utility Development Services 

Division of the Public WorksPlanning Department and all connections shall be made pursuant 

to the applicable inspection and installation procedures set forth in the Uniform Fire Code. (Ord. 

1799 § 2, 1994). 

Chapter 13.10 

CROSS-CONNECTION AND BACKFLOW PREVENTION 

Sections: 

13.10.010    Definitions. 

13.10.020    Cross-connections declared unlawful. 

13.10.030    Backflow prevention devices to be installed. 

13.10.040    Adoption of state regulations. 

13.10.050    Abatement of unlawful cross-connections and installation of backflow 

prevention devices – Procedures. 

13.10.060    Inspections. 
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13.10.070    Penalties. 

13.10.010 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter: 

A.  “Backflow” means a flow, other than the intended direction of flow, of any foreign liquids, 

gases or substances into the distribution system of the public water supply. 

B.  “Backflow prevention device” means a device approved by the State of Washington, 

Department of Social and Health Services or such other state department as has jurisdiction 

over the subject matter and by the American Water Works Association, used to counteract back 

pressure or prevent siphonage into the distribution system of a public water supply. 

C.  “Cross-connection” means any physical arrangement whereby a public water supply is 

connected, directly or indirectly, with any other water supply system, reclaimed water supply 

system, sewer, drain, conduit, pool, storage reservoir, plumbing fixture or other device which 

contains or may contain contaminated water, sewagewastewater or other wastes or liquids of 

unknown or unsafe quality, which may be capable of imparting contamination to a public water 

supply as a result of backflow. (Ord. 1116 § 2, 1983). 

13.10.020 Cross-connections declared unlawful. 

The installation, maintenance, or operation of a cross-connection, which, in the opinion of the 

Director of Public Works Director or his designee, will endanger the water quality of the potable 

water supply of the City, is unlawful. (Ord. 1116 § 3, 1983). 

13.10.030 Backflow prevention devices to be installed. 

Backflow prevention devices, when required to be installed in the opinion of the Director of 

Public Works Director or his designated representative, shall be installed and maintained by the 

service customer on any service connection to the City water supply system where the backflow 

prevention devices are necessary for the protection of the City water supply. (Ord. 1116 § 4, 1983). 
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13.10.040 Adoption of state regulations. 

Rules and regulations of the State Board of Health regarding public water supplies, , WAC 246-

290-490, 248-54-250 through 248-54-500, 331-355, WAC 248-54-820 through WAC 248-54-850, 

and the American Water Works Association, Pacific Northwest Section’s Third Edition of 

“Accepted Procedure and Practice in Cross-Connection Manual” as they presently exist, and as 

they may from time to time be amended in the future, are adopted by this reference as if set 

forth in full. (Ord. 1116 § 5, 1983). 

13.10.050 Abatement of unlawful cross-connections and installation 

of backflow prevention devices – Procedures. 

Cross-connections declared in this chapter to be unlawful whether presently existing or 

hereinafter installed and/or services requiring backflow prevention devices pursuant to this 

chapter are public nuisances, and, in addition to any other provisions of this code or the 

ordinances of the City on abatement of public nuisances, shall be subject to abatement in 

accordance with the following procedure: 

A.  In the event that the Director of Public Works Director or his designee determines that a 

nuisance as herein provided does exist, written notice shall be sent to the person in whose 

name the water service is established under the records of the City water division, or 

alternatively, a copy of such written notice shall be posted conspicuously on the premises 

served by the City water division. 

B.  The notice shall provide that the nuisance described herein shall be corrected within 30 

days of the date the notice is mailed or posted on the premises or water service will be 

discontinued. 

C.  In the event the nuisance is not abated within the prescribed time, water service to the 

premises shall be discontinued. 

D.  In the event that the nuisance, in the opinion of the Director of Public Works Director, or his 

designated representative, presents an immediate danger of contamination to the public water 

supply, service from the City water supply system to the premises may be terminated without 
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prior notice; provided, however, notice will be posted on the premises in the manner provided 

above at the time the service is terminated. (Ord. 1116 § 6, 1983). 

13.10.060 Inspections. 

The Director of Public Works Director, or his designee, upon showing proper identification 

shallmust be allowed access to all portions of the premises, including buildings and structures, 

to which water is supplied, at reasonable hours of the day and for the sole purpose of 

inspecting and determining compliance on such property with all provisions of this chapter. 

Water service may be refused or discontinued to any premises for failure to allow such 

necessary access and inspections. (Ord. 1116 § 7, 1983). 

13.10.070 Penalties. 

In addition to the remedies set forth herein, any person found guilty of violating any of the 

provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to the penalties as set 

forth in RMC 1.01.110. (Ord. 1116 § 8, 1983). 

Chapter 13.11 

WATER AND SEWER CONNECTION CHARGES 

Sections: 

13.11.010    Purpose. 

13.11.020    Intent of connection charges. 

13.11.030    General connection charge. 

13.11.032    Regional water connection charge. 

13.11.035    Additional connection charge. 

13.11.036    Loan program for additional connection charge. 

13.11.040    Water and sewer stub charge. 

13.11.050    Distribution of funds received. 

13.11.060    Calculating and setting general connection charges. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.01.110
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13.11.090    Cost of the system. 

13.11.100    Interest charge. 

13.11.120    Application of reimbursement agreements. 

13.11.130    Connection charge computations. 

13.11.140    Failure to pay connection charges. 

13.11.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish water and sewer connection charges and to provide 

procedures and regulations for calculating and collecting the charges. (Ord. 1485 § 1 (part), 1989). 

13.11.020 Intent of connection charges. 

The City Council finds that it would be inequitable for owners of property to receive the benefit 

of connection to the water and sewer system without first paying their equitable share of the 

cost of the system. The City Council further finds that it is reasonable and lawful to establish 

connection charges to prevent such inequity from occurring. (Ord. 2108 § 1, 2001: Ord. 1485 § 1 

(part), 1989). 

13.11.030 General connection charge. 

There is established a general water connection charge and a general sewer connection charge 

which that shall be imposed on all owners of real property seeking to connect said property 

and improvements to the City water and/or sewer systems. (Ord. 1485 § 1 (part), 1989). 

13.11.032 Regional water connection charge. 

There is established a regional water connection charge which that shall be imposed upon all 

owners of real property seeking to connect said property and improvements to the City water 

system. The amount of the regional water connection charge shall be equal to the regional 
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capital facility charge imposed by the Cascade Water Alliance, plus an additional three percent 

(34%) of said charge, rounded up to the nearest dollar. The regional water connection charge 

shall be in addition to any and all other connection charges established by this chapter or 

elsewhere in the City’s Codes and ordinances. (Ord. 2108 § 4, 2001: Ord. 2037 § 1, 1999). 

13.11.035 Additional connection charge. 

A.  Whenever the City constructs a sewer or water system improvement which that will provide 

service to or benefit only a limited number of properties within a defined geographic area, the 

owners of those properties who thereafter seek connection to the City’s water or sewer system 

through the improvement shall be required to pay, in addition to the general connection charge 

established by this chapter, an additional connection charge consisting of an equitable share of 

the costs which that have been incurred by the City to design, engineer, construct and install 

the water or sewer system improvement. 

B.  Single-Family Residential Main Extensions. The amount of the water or sewer additional 

connection charge and the area or properties which will be required to pay the same shall be 

established by the Director of Public Works Director pursuant to the following procedure: 

1.  The total project cost shall be determined to include all costs to design, engineer, 

construct and install the water or sewer main extension. A “project” shall be defined as that 

construction which provides service to contiguous or nearly contiguous properties in a 

specific geographic area. 

2.  The number of existing homes which may connect to the water or sewer extension shall 

be determined. 

3.  The number of future homes which may connect to the water or sewer extension lots 

shall be determined. “Future homes” are those which may be constructed either on vacant 

lots or on underdeveloped lots. In making this determination, the Public Works Director 

shall consider the practicality of achieving the density allowed by zoning on any lot, and 

shall determine the number of homes possible in light of such practical constraints as 

placement of existing structures, topographical features, sensitive areas and other typical 

constraints relevant to construction of new homes. 
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4.  The cost per dwelling unit shall be determined by dividing the project cost from 

subsection B.1 above by the sum of the existing homes from subsection B.2 above and 

future homes from subsection B.3 above. 

5.  For all existing homes which that may connect to a sewer extension, the additional 

connection charge shall be (a) 50% of the cost per dwelling unit from subsection B.4 above 

or (b) the cost per dwelling unit from subsection B.4 above minus $10,000, whichever is 

greater. 

6.  For all future homes which that connect to either a water or a sewer extension and for 

existing homes which connect to a water extension, the additional connection charge shall 

be the cost per dwelling unit from subsection B.4 above. 

C.  Repealed by Ord. 2936. 

D.  System Improvements except for Single-Family Residential Main Extensions. The amount of the 

water or sewer additional connection charge and the area or properties which will be required 

to pay the same shall be established by resolution of the City Council. In establishing the 

amount of the charges, the City Council shall consider the costs which that will be or have been 

incurred to design, engineer, construct and install the water or sewer system improvement, 

together with any other relevant information. 

E.  The additional connection charge will include an appropriate interest charge from the 

completion of the improvement until the time of connection, in accord with Section 13.11.100. 
(Ord. 2936 § 2, 2018: Ord. 1989 § 1, 1998: Ord. 1973 § 1 (part), 1998: Ord. 1816 § 1, 1994). 

13.11.036 Loan program for additional connection charge. 

A.  Property owners who meet the requirements of this section may qualify for a loan of a 

portion of the additional sewer connection charge established under Section 13.11.035. The 

principal amount of the loan authorized by this section shall not exceed the amount of the 

additional connection charge, less any private financing or prepayment by the owner. The 

actual amount financed shall be determined under the following formula: 

Owner’s Share of Sewer Project  

(= Total Project Cost/Number of Benefited Properties) 
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Less 50% or $10,000, whichever is less 

Less Private Financing or Prepayment (if any) 

_____________________________________ 

Equals Total Loan Amount. 

B.  In order for a property owner to qualify for a loan under this section, the property to which 

the connection is to be made must be developed with an existing single-family home served by 

an existing septic system. Vacant property, property used for multifamily dwelling units, 

property served by existing sewers, and nonresidential property shall not qualify for the loan 

program established by this section. 

C.  In order to qualify for a loan under this section, the property owner must fill out a credit 

application and pass an appropriate credit check. The City reserves the right to exercise 

reasonable business judgment and to disapprove any loan based upon a credit check. The 

application must be accompanied by a nonrefundable application fee in an amount set in the 

City’s user fee resolution. 

D.  The terms of the loan shall be as follows: 

1.  The loan will be structured as a simple promissory note. 

2.  The term of the note shall not exceed 1015 years, commencing at the time the property 

is connected to the sewer. 

3.  The note will bear interest at the rate which is based on the City’s current investment 

yield at the time of the loan, plus a two percent margin to cover administrative costs and 

interest rate fluctuations over the loan period. 

4.  The loan will be secured by an interest in the property. The property interest may take 

the form of a lien, a deed of trust, or such other instrument as may be acceptable to the 

City Finance Director and City Attorney. 

5.  The note shall provide for acceleration of the principal upon default in any payment. In 

the event of default, the City shall have all available remedies, including, but not limited to, 

foreclosure of its interest in the property, notification of credit bureaus, use of collection 

agencies, and terminating service. 
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6.  Loan principal and interest charges will be billed by the City and due monthly. 

Appropriate penalties may be imposed by the City for delinquent accounts. 

7.  There shall be no penalty for prepayment. 

8.  The note will contain a due on sale clause which provides for payment in full of all 

outstanding principal and interest upon sale of the property. 

E.  No loan shall be made unless the property owner connects the property to the system and 

pays the City’s general connection charge and the MetroKing County Wastewater Treatment 

Division connection charge at the time the property is connected. In no event shall the loan be 

used to cover the City’s general connection charge, the MetroKing County Wastewater 

Treatment Division connection charge, the property owner’s side sewer costs, the 

decommissioning of the property’s septic system, or any other charge not included in the 

additional connection charge established by Section 13.11.035. 

F.  Nothing in this section requires any person to finance any portion of the additional 

connection charge through the City. Property owners are free to pay any or all of the additional 

connection charge at the time of connection and may privately finance any or all of the 

additional connection charge. 

G.  Loans shall be limited by available funds. The amount of available funds shall be at the 

discretion of the City Council and shall be determined periodically by City Council motion, 

resolution, or ordinance. All funds used for loan purposes shall be derived from operating 

revenues from the sale of sewer services. (Ord. 1973 § 1 (part), 1998). 

13.11.040 Water and sewer stub charge. 

When constructing water or sewer mains, and street projects, and when determined feasible by 

the Public Works Director, the City shall extend water main stubs, sewer main stubs and side 

sewer stubs to the property line of each parcel of undeveloped property. These stubs shallmust 

be capped until needed for development. Any person desiring to connect to a stub or develop a 

property for which a stub was provided, shall make payment to the City for the City’s costs 

incurred in constructing the stub to the property. The amount of the stub charge shall be 

established by resolution of the City Council. The water and sewer stub charge shall be in 
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addition to any other required charges or fees, including inspection and connection charges 

and shall be paid at the time of application for connection. (Ord. 1485 § 1 (part), 1989). 

13.11.050 Distribution of funds received. 

All funds received in payment of water or sewer charges imposed pursuant to this chapter shall 

be considered revenue of the City water and sewer utility in the form of a contribution-in-aid-of-

construction; provided, that charges collected pursuant to a reimbursement agreement shall be 

reimbursed in accordance with the terms of said agreement. (Ord. 1762 § 2, 1994: Ord. 1485 § 1 

(part), 1989). 

13.11.060 Calculating and setting general connection charges. 

The amount of the water and sewer general connection charges shall be established by 

resolution or ordinance of the City Council. In establishing the amount of the charges, the City 

Council shall consider the costs of the system together with any other relevant information, and 

shall determine the amount of charges, which will result in the payment of an equitable share 

of the costs of such systems by those property owners desiring to connect to such systems. The 

amount of the charges shallmust be reviewed by the utility not less frequently than in January 

of odd numbered years. Based upon these periodic reviews, the utility shall make a written 

recommendation to the City Council upon the need for revision of the charges. (Ord. 2108 § 2, 

2001: Ord. 1762 § 3, 1994: Ord. 1485 § 1 (part), 1989). 

13.11.090 Cost of the system. 

“Cost of the system,” as used in this chapter means the original cost of the system, together 

with projected improvement project cost to expand and improve the system, and together with 

an interest component. Existing cost and projected costs include costs of planning, designing, 

acquiring right-of-way and/or easements, permitting, constructing, materials, inspecting, and all 

other costs to create a complete system improvement. The original cost of the utility systems 

shall be determined from actual records of the City, or if such records are not complete or 

available, from an engineer’s estimate of the cost of the system at the time it was constructed, 
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and for planned improvements from an engineer’s estimate of the costs when it will be 

constructed. (Ord. 2108 § 3, 2001: Ord. 1485 § 1 (part), 1989). 

13.11.100 Interest charge. 

Pursuant to RCW 35.92.025, there shall be added to the amount of water and sewer stub 

charges and to the amount of the additional water and sewer connection charges provided for 

in this chapter, a charge for interest on the amount of each stub or connection charge from the 

date of construction of the water or sewer improvement which serves the property served by 

the connection or stub until payment of the charges, not to exceed ten years. The interest 

charge shall be calculated at a rate determined by the Finance Director. The interest charge 

shall be calculated at a rate which is commensurate with the rate of interest applicable to 

borrowing by the City at the time of construction of the water or sewer improvement. The 

interest rate shall not exceed ten percent per year. The total interest charge shall not exceed 

the principal amount of the stub or additional connection charge to which it applies. (Ord. 1816 

§ 2, 1994: Ord. 1485 § 1 (part), 1989). 

13.11.120 Application of reimbursement agreements. 

In the event that, pursuant to a utility reimbursement agreement or latecomer agreement, the 

City is obligated to charge a fee as a condition upon the right to connect to a portion of the City 

sewer or water system, and to reimburse a private party out of such charge for prior 

improvements to the system, the amount of such charge shall be considered a part of the 

connection fees imposed by this chapter and disposed of pursuant to the terms of such 

agreement. (Ord. 1485 § 1 (part), 1989). 

13.11.130 Connection charge computations. 

Applications for connection to the water and sewer system shallmust be made to the utility on 

a printed form furnished for that purpose, and the utility shall calculate the applicable charges 

imposed pursuant to this chapter. (Ord. 1762 § 4, 1994: Ord. 1485 § 1 (part), 1989). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.92.025


RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 108 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

13.11.140 Failure to pay connection charges. 

Any person connecting to the City water system or city sewer system shall pay all appropriate 

charges imposed pursuant to this chapter. In the event that a connection is made to the City 

water or sewer system without payment of all appropriate charges through (1) mistake by the 

City in calculating the appropriate charges, (2) the City calculating the charges using incorrect 

information given by the applicant, or (3) by a person connecting to the system without 

payment of any fees because of not obtaining proper approvals or permits, the difference 

between the amount paid and the appropriate charges shall be due and payable immediately 

upon notice from the City to the property owner that charges are owing. Any charges not paid 

within 30 days after the date of the notice shall be considered delinquent. Delinquent charges 

shall be processed in accordance with RMC 13.17.080. (Ord. 1762 § 5, 1994: Ord. 1682 § 5, 1992). 

Chapter 13.12 

REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENTS FOR UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS 

Sections: 

13.12.010    Purpose. 

13.12.020    Definitions. 

13.12.030    Minimum project size. 

13.12.040    Application. 

13.12.050    Length of reimbursement provision. 

13.12.060    Director’s determination – Review by Mayor. 

13.12.070    Determination of reimbursement area boundary and reimbursement fee. 

13.12.090    Reimbursement agreement must be recorded. 

13.12.100    Written agreement – Payment of city costs in excess of application fee. 

13.12.110    Construction and acceptance of improvements – Recording of final fees. 

13.12.120    Collection of reimbursement fees – No liability for failure to collect. 

13.12.125    Segregation of reimbursement fees. 

13.12.130    Repealed. 

13.12.135    Notice of contact information. 

13.12.140    Severability. 
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13.12.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to prescribe rules and regulations for exercise of the authority to 

enter into a Utility Reimbursement Agreement granted to the City by RCW Chapter 35.91. The 

rules and regulations included in this chapter are based on Redmond’s interpretation that 

Chapter 35.91 contemplates that reimbursement agreements will be executed prior to 

commencement of construction. Utility Reimbursement Agreements allow property owners 

who extend utilities across other property frontages (or through easements on other 

properties) to recover a portion of the costs from benefitting property owners when those 

owners develop their property (Ord. 1702 § 1, 1992: Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 1988). 

13.12.020 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the terms listed below shall be defined as follows: 

A.  “Cost of construction” means those costs incurred for design, acquisition for right-of-way 

and/or easements, construction, materials and installation required in order to create an 

improvement which that complies with city standards. Until such time as RCW Chapter 35.91 is 

amended to expressly authorize inclusion of interest charges or other financing costs, such 

expenses shall not be included in the calculation of construction costs. In the event of a 

disagreement between the City and the applicant concerning the cost of the improvement, the 

City Public Works directorDirector’s determination shall be final. 

B.  “DirectorPublic Works Director” means the Director of Public Works Director  and/or their 

representatives pursuant to RMC 2.64.030 or his/her designated representative. 

C.  “Reimbursement agreement” means a written contract between the City and one or more 

property owners providing for construction of water or sewer facilities and for partial 

reimbursement to the party causing such improvements to be made of a portion of the costs of 

such improvements by owners of property benefitted by the improvements, as more 

specifically described in RCW Chapter 35.91. 

D.  “Water or sewer facilities” shall have the meaning specified in RCW 35.91.020 as it now 

reads, or as hereafter amended. (Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 1988). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.91
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.91
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.91
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.91
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.91.020
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13.12.030 Minimum project size. 

In order to be eligible for a reimbursement agreement, the estimated cost of the proposed 

improvement must not be less than five fifteen thousand dollars. The estimated cost of the 

improvement shall be determined by the directorPublic Works Director, based upon a 

construction contract for the project, bids, engineering or architectural estimates or other 

information deemed by the directorPublic Works Director to be a reliable basis for estimating 

costs. The determination of the directorPublic Works Director shall be final. (Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 

1988). 

13.12.040 Application. 

An application for reimbursement agreement shallmust be made on a form provided by the 

City. The application fee shall be set by council resolution and shall be submitted to the City 

with the written application and shallmust be accompanied by: 

A.  Preliminary utility design drawings; 

B.  Itemized estimate of construction costs prepared and signed by a licensed civil engineer or 

in the form of a bid submitted by a qualified contractor (if more than one bid has been 

obtained, all bids must be submitted to the City); 

C.  A scaled vicinity drawing on eight and one-half inch by eleven inch mylarsheet, stamped by 

a licensed civil engineer or licensed land surveyor depicting the improvements and their 

location and the proposed benefitted area, including dimensions and county assessor’s 

numbers for each tax parcel, size of parcels, and evaluations where necessary for determining 

benefits; 

D.  A separate legal description for each tax parcel within the benefitted area; and 

E.  Such other information as the Public Works directorDirector determines is necessary to 

properly review the application. (Ord. 1480 § 23, 1989: Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 1988). 
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13.12.050 Length of reimbursement provision. 

The reimbursement agreement shall be in effect for 20 years from the effective date of the 

agreement. (Ord. 2696 § 1, 2013: Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 1988). 

13.12.060 Director’s determination – Review by Mayor. 

A.  The Public Works Director shall review all applications and shall approve the application 

only if the following requirements are met: 

1.  The project satisfies the minimum size requirement, Section 13.12.030; and 

2.  The proposed improvements fall within the description of water or sewer facilities as 

those terms are described in RCW Chapter 35.91; and 

3.  The proposed improvements are not constructed or currently under construction. 

B.  In the event all of the above criteria are not satisfied, the DirectorPublic Works Director may 

condition approval as necessary in order for the application to conform to such criteria, or shall 

deny the application. The final determination of the DirectorPublic Works Director shall be in 

writing. The applicant may obtain a review of the final determination by filing a request therefor 

with the City Clerk no later than ten (10) days after mailing a copy of the final determination to 

the applicant at the address listed on the application. 

C.  In reviewing a final determination, the Mayor shall apply the criteria set forth above, and 

shall uphold the decision of the DirectorPublic Works Director unless evidence presented by the 

applicant clearly demonstrates that the criteria have been satisfied. (Ord. 1798 § 1, 1994: Ord. 1702 

§ 2, 1992; Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 1988). 

13.12.070 Determination of reimbursement area boundary and 

reimbursement fee. 

In the case of all applications whichthat are approved, the director Public Works Director shall 

define the reimbursement area based upon a determination of which parcels did not 

contribute to the original cost of the water or sewer facility for which the reimbursement 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.91
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agreement applies and whichthat may subsequently tap into or use the same, including not 

only those whichthat may connect directly thereto, but also those who may connect to laterals 

or branches connecting thereto. An estimated amount of the reimbursement fee shall be 

established so that each property will pay a share of the costs of the improvements, whichthat 

is proportional to the benefits whichthat accrue to the property. Properties upstream of utility 

improvements are not eligible for inclusion in the reimbursement area boundary (Ord. 1429 § 1 

(part), 1988). 

13.12.090 Reimbursement agreement must be recorded. 

In order to become effective, a reimbursement agreement must be recorded with the office of 

the King County department of records and electionsRecorder’s Office. It shall be the sole 

responsibility of the beneficiary of the reimbursement agreement to verify the agreement has 

been recorded. (Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 1988). 

13.12.100 Written agreement – Payment of city costs in excess of 

application fee. 

A.  Upon approval of the application, determination of the estimated costs of construction, the 

reimbursement area and estimated fees by the Public Works Director, the applicant shallmust 

sign a reimbursement agreement in the form supplied by the City. The signed agreement, the 

application and supporting documents, together with the directorPublic Works Director’s 

estimate of cost of construction, and determination of reimbursement area and estimated fees 

shall be presented to the Mayor. The Mayor is hereby granted the authority to sign 

reimbursement agreements on behalf of the City. 

B.  In the event that costs incurred by the City for engineering or other professional consultant 

services required in processing the application exceed the amount of the application fee, the 

DirectorPublic Works Director shall so advise the Mayor and Mayor’s approval shall be 

conditioned upon receipt of payment by the applicant of an additional amount sufficient to 

compensate the City for its costs in excess of the application fee. (Ord. 1798 § 2, 1994: Ord. 1429 § 1 

(part), 1988). 
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13.12.110 Construction and acceptance of improvements – Recording 

of final fees. 

A.  After the reimbursement agreement has been signed by both parties, and all necessary 

permits and approvals have been obtained, the applicant shall construct the improvements, 

and upon completion, request final inspection and acceptance of the improvements by the City, 

subject to any required obligation to repair defects. An appropriate bill of sale, easement and 

any other document needed to convey the improvements to the City and to insure right of 

access for maintenance and replacement shall be provided, along with documentation of the 

actual costs of the improvements and a certification by the applicant that all of such costs have 

been paid. 

B.  In the event that actual costs are less than the directorPublic Works Director’s estimate used 

in calculating the estimated fees by ten percent or more, the directorPublic Works Director shall 

recalculate the fees, reducing them accordingly, and shall cause a revised list of fees to be 

recorded with the county auditorKing County Recorder’s Office. (Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 1988). 

13.12.120 Collection of reimbursement fees – No liability for failure to 

collect. 

A.  Subsequent to the recording of a reimbursement agreement, the City shall not permit 

connection of any property within the reimbursement area to any sewer or water facility 

constructed pursuant to the reimbursement agreement, unless the share of the costs of such 

facilities required by the recorded agreement is first paid to the City. 

B.  Upon receipt of any reimbursement fees, the City shall deduct a six percent administrative 

fee and remit the balance of the reimbursement fees to the party entitled to the fees pursuant 

to the agreement. In the event that through error, the City fails to collect a required 

reimbursement fee prior to approval of connection to a sewer or water facility, the City shall 

make diligent efforts to collect such fee, but shall under no circumstances be obligated to make 

payment to the party entitled to reimbursement, or in any other way be liable to such party, 

unless such reimbursement fee has actually been paid to the City. (Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 1988). 
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13.12.125 Segregation of reimbursement fees. 

The reimbursement agreement shall provide that the City is authorized to make segregation or 

adjustments to reimbursement fees because of subdivision or boundary line adjustment of the 

benefitted properties. The segregation or adjustment shall generally be made in accordance 

with the method used to establish the original reimbursement fees. Segregation or adjustment 

shall not increase or decrease the total reimbursement fees to be paid. (Ord. 1702 § 3, 1992). 

13.12.130 Disposition of undeliverable reimbursement fees. 

Repealed by Ord. 2696.  

13.12.135 Notice of contact information. 

The reimbursement agreement shall include a provision that requires that any party entitled to 

reimbursement under the agreement provide the City current contact information including 

name, address and telephone number. This contact information shallmust be provided every 

two years from the date of the agreement. If a party entitled to be reimbursed fails to notify the 

City of current contact information within 60 days of the due date for notification that party will 

no longer be entitled to reimbursement and the City will collect such fees owing and deposit 

those fees in the appropriate utility construction fund. (Ord. 2696 § 3, 2013). 

13.12.140 Severability. 

If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this chapter should be held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall 

not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

chapter. (Ord. 1429 § 1 (part), 1988). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2696?product=RMC
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Chapter 13.15 

LATECOMER CONNECTION CHARGE – 180TH AVENUE N.E. SANITARY 

SEWER IMPROVEMENTS 

Sections: 

13.15.010    Description of improvements. 

13.15.020    Description of service area. 

13.15.030    Connection charge – Assessment rate. 

13.15.040    Collection of connection charges. 

13.15.050    Additional to other charges. 

13.15.010 Description of improvements. 

The sanitary sewer system improvements referred to in this chapter and those to which this 

chapter shall pertain consist of those sanitary sewer system improvements installed under 

Project No. 78-SS-63, LID 79-SS-31, known as and hereinafter referred to as the “180th Avenue 

N.E. Sanitary Sewer Project.” (Ord. 1162 § 1 (part), 1983). 

13.15.020 Description of service area. 

The service area for the purposes of this chapter shall include those properties in the vicinity of 

180th Avenue N.E. which were not included in and assessed under LID 79-SS-31, but which may 

later be served by said improvements and specifically including the real property described on 

Exhibit A, attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter and incorporated herein by this 

reference, situated in the City of Redmond, King County, Washington. (Ord. 1162 § 1 (part), 1983). 

13.15.030 Connection charge – Assessment rate. 

As a condition to the right to connect to the 180th Avenue N.E. Sanitary Sewer Project, a charge 

based on the original assessment method for like lots located within the local improvement 

district, shall be paid and computed as follows: 
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Zone 1, Proximity of Service Zone: First 200 feet of lot depth abutting sewer – $0.0829222 per 

square foot. 

Zone 2, General Area Zone: Area beyond Zone 1 extending to the service area boundary 

described in Section 13.15.020 – $0.04146115 per square foot. 

The connection charge shall be collected from the owners of all property included within the 

service area set forth and described in Section 13.15.020. The determination of the area to be 

charged, including computations for individual lots and tracts, shall be made by the 

Department of Public Works of the City. In the case of large, unplatted tracts, the Public Works 

Department shall have the authority to segregate the property to be served for the purpose of 

determining the area which shall be subject to the connection charge; provided that in no case 

shall the size of the area charged be less than the existing zoning requirements for the use 

zone district involved. (Ord. 1162 § 1 (part), 1983). 

13.15.040 Collection of connection charges. 

The connection charges herein determined shall be payable at the time application for a 

sanitary sewer service connection is made. Connection charges collected shall be considered 

revenue of the water/sewer utility to be used solely for capital improvements. Connection shall 

not be made until all connection charges have been paid. (Ord. 1162 § 1 (part), 1983). 

13.15.050 Additional to other charges. 

The connection charges assessed pursuant to this chapter shall be in addition to the actual cost 

of such connection and to charges imposed under other ordinances of the City related to utility 

connections, including Section 13.16.100* of the Redmond Municipal Code. (Ord. 1162 § 1 (part), 

1983). 

*  Editor’s Note:  Section 13.16.100 was repealed by Ord. 1485. 
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Chapter 13.16 

WATER AND SEWER SERVICE RATES 

Sections: 

13.16.010    Definitions. 

13.16.020    Water service rates and charges. 

13.16.030    Hydrant use charges. 

13.16.040    Sewer service rates and charges. 

13.16.050    Supplemental water and sewer rates and charges. 

13.16.060    Adjustments. 

13.16.070    Repealed. 

13.16.080    Repealed. 

13.16.090    Repealed. 

13.16.110    Repealed. 

13.16.120    Repealed. 

13.16.125    Repealed. 

13.16.130    Repealed. 

13.16.140    Repealed. 

13.16.150    Repealed. 

13.16.160    Repealed. 

Prior legislation:  Ords. 1612, 1488, 1450, 1399, 1383, 1362, 1286, 1242, 1169, 1097, 1027, 949, 936, 889, 745, 

693, 673, 600, 380, 248, 207. 

13.16.010 Definitions. 

A.  Use Classifications.  

1.  Detached Single-Family Residential. Detached single-family residential shall include: 

a.  One single-family dwelling; or 

b.  One single-family dwelling that includes an attached and/or detached accessory 

dwelling unit(s). Accessory single-family structures including, but not limited to, 

garages, greenhouses, cabanas, workshops with plumbing, etc., shall be incidental uses 
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to single-family residential and shall not cause a change in classification to multifamily 

residential or commercial. 

2.  Middle Housing. Middle housing includes buildings that are compatible in scale, form, 

and character with single-family houses and contain from two to eight attached, stacked, or 

clustered homes including: 

a.  Duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes, fiveplexes, sixplexes; 

b.  Townhouses; 

c.  Stacked flats; 

d.  Courtyard apartments; and 

e.  Cottage housing. 

Middle housing has the same meaning as RCW 36.70A.030, Middle Housing, and as 

hereafter amended. 

3.  Multifamily Residential. Multifamily residential shall include: 

a.  A nine- or more unit apartment or condominium building; or 

b.  One or more units in a mobile home park served through a single meter; or 

c.  Laundry buildings, recreation buildings and other accessory buildings in multifamily 

residential developments, including associated pools and spas; or 

d.  Boarding homes, group homes and retirement homes, not including convalescent 

centers or nursing homes. 

4.  Commercial. Commercial shall include all uses not classified as single-family residential, 

middle housing, multifamily residential, irrigation, or cooling towers and shall include, but 

not be limited to, structures used for retail sales, offices, manufacturing, schools, 

convalescent centers and nursing homes. Mixed use structures with both the commercial 

and residential uses served by a single meter shall be classified commercial. Mixed use 

structures with the commercial and residential uses served by separate meters shall be 

classified multifamily and commercial as appropriate for the separate parts. Single-family 

residential structures in commercial zones that have been converted to commercial uses 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70A.030
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shall be classified commercial, and once converted shall remain commercial even if 

returned to a residential use. 

5.  Irrigation. Irrigation shall include meters installed which that serve primarily landscape 

irrigation systems and include city-owned meters thatwhich directly connect to the City 

water system (water only) or privately owned meters located downstream of a city-owned 

meter (exempt meters). Meters thatwhich serve park properties, golf courses, commercial 

nurseries or agricultural uses shall be classified as irrigation except for meters which serve 

only non-irrigation uses. Exempt meters thatwhich serve uses other than landscape 

irrigation systems shall also be considered irrigation and shall not be considered 

commercial. 

6.  Hydrant Use.  

a.  Type “A” hydrant use shall include the connection to a hydrant with hose or piping 

one-inch and smaller in size for short-term construction and demolition activities. 

{Eliminated} 

b.  Type “B” hydrant use shall include the connection to a hydrant to fill water carrying 

trucks used for construction, street cleaning, parking lot cleaning, landscape spraying 

and other similar uses. 

c.  Type “C” hydrant use shall include the connection to a hydrant for construction, 

demolition, and other stationary uses. of hose or piping larger than one-inch and any 

other uses not classified Type “A” or Type “B.” Type “C” hydrant uses shall be metered. 

7.  Fire Sprinklers – Single-Family Residential. Fire sprinkler – single-family residential shall 

include all single-family residential fire sprinkler systems served by a meter which is 

separate from the domestic water meter and shall not include meters which that serve 

both a domestic water and fire sprinkler system. 

8.  Cooling Tower. Cooling tower uses shall include all separately metered supplies to 

mechanical equipment where a large percentage of the water is lost to evaporation. The 

meter can be either a city-owned meter or can be a privately owned meter similar to an 

exempt meter except that the wastewater is not exempt from sewer charges. 

B.  Chargeable Wastewater. Chargeable wastewater, for calculation of sewer rates and charges, 

shall be the quantity of water metered through a primary meter less the quantity of water 
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metered through an exempt meter, if an exempt meter exists. An exempt meter may be 

installed where the use of water is such that all of the water used does not enter the City 

sewagewastewater system, such as water used for irrigation, or consumed in a manufactured 

product, and the user provides proof of these conditions. 

C.  Residential Equivalent. One residential equivalent for King County sewer charges shall be as 

established by contract with King County. (Ord. 3222 § 5, 2025; Ord. 2565 § 2, 2010; Ord. 2429 § 4, 2008: 

Ord. 2141 § 5, 2002: Ord. 1799 § 3, 1994; Ord. 1762 § 6, 1994; Ord. 1682 § 6 (part), 1992). 

13.16.020 Water service rates and charges. 

A.  Water service charges shall include a fixed monthly charge and a commodity charge. The 

fixed monthly charge shall apply to each meter. The commodity charge may vary with 

consumption depending upon classification, and shall apply to each meter. The commodity 

charge rate shall be per 100 cubic feet and may be prorated for fractional parts of 100 cubic 

feet. The charges vary by service area and by season. Summer commodity charges shall apply 

for all service for which a billing statement is prepared starting June 1st and ending October 

31st. Water service rates and charges shall be in accordance with the following rate schedules: 

1.  Redmond Service Area.  

a.  Single-Family Residential, Townhouses, and Cottage Houses.  

2025 RATES 

Meter Size 

(inches) 

Fixed 

Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF per month) 

0 – 4.00 4.01 – 10.00 10.01 – 20.00 
20.01 and 

over 

5/8" x 3/4" and 

3/4" 

$17.95 $2.20 $4.40 $6.60 $8.80 

1" 22.79 2.20 4.40 6.60 8.80 
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2025 RATES 

Meter Size 

(inches) 

Fixed 

Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF per month) 

0 – 4.00 4.01 – 10.00 10.01 – 20.00 
20.01 and 

over 

1 1/2" 27.56 2.20 4.40 6.60 8.80 

2" 40.86 2.20 4.40 6.60 8.80 

 2026 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size 

(inches) 

Fixed 

Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF per month) 

0 – 4.00 4.01 – 10.00 10.01 – 20.00 
20.01 and 

over 

5/8" x 3/4" and 

3/4" 

$19.30 $2.37 $4.73 $7.10 $9.46 

1" 24.50 2.37 4.73 7.10 9.46 

1 1/2" 29.63 2.37 4.73 7.10 9.46 

2" 43.93 2.37 4.73 7.10 9.46 

b.  Multifamily Residential and Middle Housing Units Not Billed as Single-Family Housing 

Which Is All Middle Housing Except for Townhouses and Cottage Housing.  
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2025 RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $25.11 $3.09 $5.28 

1" 44.70 3.09 5.28 

1 1/2" 77.28 3.09 5.28 

2" 116.32 3.09 5.28 

3" 221.55 3.09 5.28 

4" 338.76 3.09 5.28 

6" 664.64 3.09 5.28 

8" 1,056.22 3.09 5.28 

 2026 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $27.00 $3.32 $5.67 

1" 48.05 3.32 5.67 

1 1/2" 83.08 3.32 5.67 

2" 125.04 3.32 5.67 
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2025 RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 

3" 238.16 3.32 5.67 

4" 364.17 3.32 5.67 

6" 714.49 3.32 5.67 

8" 1,135.44 3.32 5.67 

c.  Commercial.  

2025 RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $25.11 $3.09 $5.28 

1" 44.70 3.09 5.28 

1 1/2" 77.28 3.09 5.28 

2" 116.32 3.09 5.28 

3" 221.55 3.09 5.28 

4" 338.76 3.09 5.28 

6" 664.64 3.09 5.28 
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2025 RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 

8" 1,056.22 3.09 5.28 

 2026 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $27.00 $3.32 $5.67 

1" 48.05 3.32 5.67 

1 1/2" 83.08 3.32 5.67 

2" 125.04 3.32 5.67 

3" 238.16 3.32 5.67 

4" 364.17 3.32 5.67 

6" 714.49 3.32 5.67 

8" 1,135.44 3.32 5.67 

d.  Irrigation and Cooling Tower.  
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2025 RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 

Fixed Monthly Charge Commodity Charge 

(per 100 CF per 

month) Water-Only Meter Exempt Meter 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $23.11 $0.00 $7.77 

1" 41.13 0.00 7.77 

1 1/2" 71.11 0.00 7.77 

2" 107.03 0.00 7.77 

3" 203.85 0.00 7.77 

4" 311.71 0.00 7.77 

6" 611.56 0.00 7.77 

8" 971.85 0.00 7.77 

 2026 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 

Fixed Monthly Charge Commodity Charge 

(per 100 CF per 

month) Water-Only Meter Exempt Meter 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $24.85 $0.00 $8.36 

1" 44.21 0.00 8.36 

1 1/2" 76.44 0.00 8.36 

2" 115.05 0.00 8.36 
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2025 RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 

Fixed Monthly Charge Commodity Charge 

(per 100 CF per 

month) Water-Only Meter Exempt Meter 

3" 219.14 0.00 8.36 

4" 335.09 0.00 8.36 

6" 657.42 0.00 8.36 

8" 1,044.74 0.00 8.36 

e.  Fire Sprinkler – Single-Family Residential.  

2025 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size (inches) Fixed Monthly Charge 
Commodity Charge (per 100 

CF) 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $4.55 $6.11 

1" 5.54 6.11 

1 1/2" 8.70 6.11 

2" 12.44 6.11 

The commodity charge shall apply to all water used except for water used during a fire event. 

2.  Novelty Hill Service Area.  

a.  Single-Family Residential, Townhouses, and Cottage Housing.  

2025 RATES 
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Meter Size 

(inches) 

Fixed 

Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF per month) 

0 – 4.00 4.01 – 9.00 9.01 – 16.00 
16.01 and 

over 

5/8" x 3/4" and 

3/4" 

$28.13 $4.65 $9.32 $13.96 $18.62 

1" 33.13 4.65 9.32 13.96 18.62 

1 1/2" 45.63 4.65 9.32 13.96 18.62 

2" 69.97 4.65 9.32 13.96 18.62 

 2026 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size 

(inches) 

Fixed 

Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF per month) 

0 – 4.00 4.01 – 9.00 9.01 – 16.00 
16.01 and 

over 

5/8" x 3/4" and 

3/4" 

$30.24 $5.00 $10.02 $15.01 $20.02 

1" 35.62 5.00 10.02 15.01 20.02 

1 1/2" 49.06 5.00 10.02 15.01 20.02 

2" 75.22 5.00 10.02 15.01 20.02 

b.  Multifamily Residential and Middle Housing Units Except for Townhouses, and Cottage 

Housing.  

2025 RATES 
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Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $34.52 $4.39 $6.34 

1" 67.57 4.39 6.34 

1 1/2" 122.78 4.39 6.34 

2" 190.22 4.39 6.34 

3" 367.14 4.39 6.34 

4" 566.68 4.39 6.34 

6" 1,117.41 4.39 6.34 

8" 1,782.53 4.39 6.34 

 2026 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $37.11 $4.71 $6.82 

1" 72.64 4.71 6.82 

1 1/2" 131.98 4.71 6.82 

2" 204.49 4.71 6.82 

3" 394.68 4.71 6.82 
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4" 609.18 4.71 6.82 

6" 1,201.21 4.71 6.82 

8" 1,916.22 4.71 6.82 

c.  Commercial.  

2025 RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $34.52 $4.39 $6.34 

1" 67.57 4.39 6.34 

1 1/2" 122.78 4.39 6.34 

2" 190.22 4.39 6.34 

3" 367.14 4.39 6.34 

4" 566.68 4.39 6.34 

6" 1,117.41 4.39 6.34 

8" 1,782.53 4.39 6.34 

 2026 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly 

Charge 

Commodity Charge (per 100 CF) 

Winter Summer 
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5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $37.11 $4.71 $6.82 

1" 72.64 4.71 6.82 

1 1/2" 131.98 4.71 6.82 

2" 204.49 4.71 6.82 

3" 394.68 4.71 6.82 

4" 609.18 4.71 6.82 

6" 1,201.21 4.71 6.82 

8" 1,916.22 4.71 6.82 

d.  Irrigation and Cooling Tower.  

2025 RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly Charge 

Commodity Charge 

(per 100 CF) 
Water-Only Meter Exempt Meter 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $33.52 $0.00 $16.73 

1" 65.61 0.00 16.73 

1 1/2" 119.21 0.00 16.73 

2" 184.69 0.00 16.73 

3" 356.45 0.00 16.73 

4" 550.17 0.00 16.73 



RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 131 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

6" 1,084.86 0.00 16.73 

8" 1,730.61 0.00 16.73 

 2026 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size (inches) 
Fixed Monthly Charge 

Commodity Charge 

(per 100 CF) 
Water-Only Meter Exempt Meter 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $36.03 $0.00 $17.98 

1" 70.53 0.00 17.98 

1 1/2" 128.15 0.00 17.98 

2" 198.54 0.00 17.98 

3" 383.18 0.00 17.98 

4" 591.44 0.00 17.98 

6" 1,166.22 0.00 17.98 

8" 1,860.41 0.00 17.98 

e.  Fire Sprinkler – Single-Family Residential.  

2025 AND AFTER RATES 

Meter Size (inches) Fixed Monthly Charge 
Commodity Charge (per 100 

CF) 

5/8" x 3/4" and 3/4" $7.21 $12.50 
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2025 AND AFTER RATES 

1" 8.56 12.50 

1 1/2" 13.67 12.50 

2" 19.96 12.50 

The commodity charge shall apply to all water used except for water used during a fire event. 

(Ord. 3222 § 6, 2025; Ord. 3193 § 3, 2024; Ord. 3108 § 2, 2022; Ord. 2941 § 2, 2018: Ord. 2863 § 2, 2016: Ord. 

2771 § 2, 2014: Ord. 2674 § 2, 2012: Ord. 2565 § 3, 2010: Ord. 2429 § 1, 2008: Ord. 2319 § 1, 2006: Ord. 2236 § 1, 

2004: Ord. 2141 § 1, 2002: Ord. 2107 § 2, 2001: Ord. 2054 § 1, 1999: Ord. 1799 § 4, 1994; Ord. 1682 § 6 (part), 

1992). 

13.16.030 Hydrant use charges. 

A.  Deposit and payments shall be required for all Hydrant Use Permits. 

B.  Hydrant Use Permit charges include daily and monthly fees and commodity charges when 

metered in accordance with the following schedule: 

1.  Redmond Service Area.  

 2025 AND AFTER 

RATES 
Type “A” Type “B” Type “C” 

Deposit $707.17 $1,767.60 $1,414.08 

Monthly 

Administrative Fee 

73.52 73.52 73.52 

Daily Fee 12.53 47.09 4.25 
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 2025 AND AFTER 

RATES 
Type “A” Type “B” Type “C” 

Commodity Charge 

(per 100 CF) 

   

2025 Rate 0.00 0.00 7.95 

2026 and After Rate 0.00 0.00 8.75 

2.  Novelty Hill Service Area.  

2025 AND AFTER 

RATES 
Type “A” Type “B” Type “C” 

Deposit $1,380.37 $2,070.55 $2,070.55 

Monthly 

Administrative Fee 

104.63 104.63 104.63 

Daily Fee 18.91 66.33 5.67 

Commodity Charge 

(per 100 CF) 

   

2025 Rate 0.00 0.00 17.12 

2026 and After Rate 0.00 0.00 18.83 

(Ord. 3193 § 4, 2024; Ord. 3108 § 3, 2022; Ord. 2941 § 3, 2018: Ord. 2863 § 3, 2016: Ord. 2771 § 3, 2014: Ord. 

2674 § 3, 2012: Ord. 2565 § 4, 2010: Ord. 2429 § 2, 2008: Ord. 2319 § 2, 2006: Ord. 2236 § 2, 2004: Ord. 2141 § 2, 

2002: Ord. 2107 § 3, 2001: Ord. 1682 § 6 (part), 1992). 
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13.16.040 Sewer service rates and charges. 

A.  Single-Family Residential, Townhouses, and Cottage Houses. Sewer rates and charges for single-

family residential, townhouses, and cottage housing shall include two components, a Redmond 

collection component and a King County Wastewater Treatment component. The Redmond 

collection component for the Redmond Service Area shall be a monthly rate of $16.14 per 

single-family residential connection in 2025 and $17.35 per single-family residential connection 

in 2026 and after. The Redmond collection component for the Novelty Hill Service Area shall be 

a monthly rate of $45.95 per single-family residential connection in 2025 and $49.39 per single-

family residential connection in 2026 and after. The King County Wastewater Treatment 

component shall be a monthly rate and shall be equal to the residential rate set by King County. 

B.  Multifamily Residential and Middle Housing Units Except for Townhouses and Cottage Housing. 

Sewer rates and charges for multifamily residential and middle housing units except for 

townhouse and cottage housing shall include two components, a Redmond collection 

component and a King County Wastewater Treatment component. The Redmond collection 

component for the Redmond Service Area shall include a base charge of $22.65 per month for 

2025, which shall include the first 600 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater, plus a commodity 

charge of $2.35 per 100 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater over the first 600 cubic feet; and a 

base charge of $24.35 per month for 2026 and after, which shall include the first 600 cubic feet 

of chargeable wastewater, plus a commodity charge of $2.53 per 100 cubic feet of chargeable 

wastewater over the first 600 cubic feet. The Redmond collection component for the Novelty 

Hill Service Area shall include a base charge of $52.94 per month for 2025, which shall include 

the first 600 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater, plus a commodity charge of $5.59 per 100 

cubic feet of chargeable wastewater over the first 600 cubic feet; and a base charge of $56.91 

per month for 2026 and after, which shall include the first 600 cubic feet of chargeable 

wastewater, plus a commodity charge of $6.01 per 100 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater 

over the first 600 cubic feet. The King County Wastewater Treatment component shall be the 

King County residential equivalent rate converted to a commodity charge per 100 cubic feet of 

chargeable wastewater, except that the minimum King County Wastewater Treatment 

component shall be equal to the amount for a single-family equivalent per month per meter. 

Each meter within an account shall be subject to the minimum monthly charges. 

C.  Commercial. Sewer rates and charges for commercial shall include two components, a 

Redmond collection component and a King County Wastewater Treatment component. The 
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Redmond collection component for the Redmond Service Area shall include a base charge of 

$22.65 per month for 2025, which shall include the first 600 cubic feet of chargeable 

wastewater, plus a commodity charge of $2.35 per 100 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater 

over the first 600 cubic feet; and a base charge of $24.35 per month for 2026 and after, which 

shall include the first 600 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater, plus a commodity charge of 

$2.53 per 100 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater over the first 600 cubic feet. The Redmond 

collection component for the Novelty Hill Service Area shall include a base charge of $52.94 per 

month for 2025, which shall include the first 600 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater, plus a 

commodity charge of $5.59 per 100 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater over the first 600 cubic 

feet; and a base charge of $56.91 per month for 2026 and after, which shall include the first 600 

cubic feet of chargeable wastewater, plus a commodity charge of $6.01 per 100 cubic feet of 

chargeable wastewater over the first 600 cubic feet. The King County Wastewater Treatment 

component shall be the King County residential equivalent rate converted to a commodity 

charge per 100 cubic feet of chargeable wastewater, except that the minimum King County 

Wastewater Treatment component shall be equal to the amount for a single-family equivalent 

per month per meter. Each meter within an account shall be subject to the minimum monthly 

charges. 

D.  Other. Sewer rates and charges for other uses which do not have a metered water supply 

such as, but not limited to, parking garages, dumpsters/compactors, gasoline station pump 

islands, surface drains, etc., shall be at the commercial rate in subsection C of this section. The 

Public Works Director or designee may establish a monthly estimate of the quantity of 

wastewater that is considered chargeable wastewater depending on the use being connected. 

Each individual use shall be subject to minimum monthly charges as though it was a metered 

use. 

E.  Cooling Tower. Sewer rates and charges for cooling towers shall be the same as commercial 

except that chargeable wastewater shall be 15 percent of the metered water supply. 

F.  Billing Period. The monthly and commodity rate for the King County Wastewater Treatment 

component for the entire billing period shall be the King County rates in effect on the billing 

date. (Ord. 3222 § 7, 2025; Ord. 3193 § 5, 2024; Ord. 3108 § 4, 2022; Ord. 2941 § 4, 2018: Ord. 2771 § 4, 2014: 

Ord. 2674 § 4, 2012: Ord. 2565 § 5, 2010: Ord. 2429 § 3, 2008: Ord. 2319 § 3, 2006: Ord. 2141 § 3, 2002: Ord. 

2107 § 4, 2001: Ord. 2054 § 2, 1999: Ord. 1682 § 6 (part), 1992). 
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13.16.050 Supplemental water and sewer rates and charges. 

The following supplemental water and sewer rates and charges shall be in addition to or a 

reduction to other water and sewer rates and charges as specified: 

A.  Low Income Disabled and Low Income Senior Citizen Credit. A “low income disabled” or “low 

income senior citizen” credit of 50 percent of monthly water, sewer, King County Wastewater 

Treatment, and storm drainwater charges shall be allowed to persons who make application 

therefor to the City and who qualify for such credit. For the purposes of this section, “low 

income senior citizen” means a person who has attained the age of 62 years and whose total 

household income from all sources does not exceed the amount specified as “very low income” 

in the regulations of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

for Section 8 programs, as now existing or as hereafter amended. For the purposes of this 

section, “low income disabled” means a person whose total household income from all sources 

does not exceed the amount specified as “very low income” under the regulations of the United 

States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for Section 8 programs, as now 

existing or as hereafter amended, and who has been determined to be totally and permanently 

disabled as defined by the Social Security Administration or the Veterans Benefits 

Administration. Applications must include proof of such disability from the Social Security 

Administration or Veterans Affairs. To qualify for either credit you must be a “low income senior 

citizen” or “low income disabled”; and you must reside in a living unit that has a use 

classification of single-family residential or middle housing, and you must be the person or 

spouse of the person named on the billing statement. The credit shall only be allowed from and 

after the date that the application is approved. The City shall not be liable for the failure of any 

qualified person to make application for the credit and there shall be no entitlement to such 

credit in the absence of an application. 

B.  Outside City Surcharge.  

1.  Novelty Hill Service Area. There are no outside City surcharges for the Novelty Hill service 

area. 

2.  Redmond Service Area. Properties located outside of the corporate limits of the City in 

the Redmond service area shall be charged an “outside city surcharge” of 25 percent of the 

total water and sewer charges in addition to such normal rates and charges, except that 

the surcharge shall not apply to the King County Wastewater Treatment component of the 
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sewer charges and except that the surcharge shall not apply to any water charges for those 

properties to which service is provided pursuant to the Rose Hill Water District Assumption 

Agreement. 

C.  King County Supplemental Charges. King County supplemental charges shall be any special 

charge, surcharge, rate, or fee that is billed by King County and attributable to a single user for 

special services or treatment of high strength or special wastes. 

D.  Novelty Hill Service Area Depreciation Rate Surcharge. Within the Novelty Hill service area a 

depreciation rate surcharge shall be collected at the time of sale of water meters or side sewer 

permits and shall be collected for each meter and side sewer connection. The charge shall be 

based on water meter size for all classes of use and shall be as follows: 

1.  Water.  

Meter Size Surcharge 

5/8" x 3/4" $   425.00 

1" 1,065.00 

1 1/2" 2,125.00 

2" 3,400.00 

3" 6,800.00 

4" 10,625.00 

6" 21,250.00 

2.  Sewer.  

Meter Size Surcharge 

5/8" x 3/4" $   325.00 
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Meter Size Surcharge 

1" 815.00 

1 1/2" 1,625.00 

2" 2,600.00 

3" 5,200.00 

4" 8,125.00 

6" 16,250.00 

For sewer connections that do not have a water supply, the Public Works Director or his/her 

designee shall establish meter size equivalent for the use. 

E.  Miscellaneous Service Fees. The Public Works Director shall establish regulations, procedures 

and fees for incidental services provided by the utility for services, including but not limited to 

meter testing, exchanging, or removal; fire hydrant flow testing; the cross-connection and 

backflow prevention program; customer service requests; final bill reading; sewer television 

services; system damage and vandalism; pre-treatment device inspections; water and sewer 

availability letters and certificates; construction storm waterstormwater discharges to the 

sanitary sewer; utility location requests; and other such services. (Ord. 3222 § 8, 2025; Ord. 3122 § 2, 

2023; Ord. 2321 § 1, 2006: Ord. 2236 § 3, 2004; Ord. 2141 § 4, 2002: Ord. 2107 § 5, 2001: Ord. 2054 § 3, 1999: 

Ord. 1976 § 1, 1998; Ord. 1682 § 6 (part), 1992). 

13.16.060 Adjustments. 

The Public Works Director together with the Finance Director shall establish regulations and 

procedures for making adjustments to the quantity of water and wastewater from which the 

commodity charges are calculated. These regulations and procedures shall establish the criteria 

to be used in consideration of an adjustment, the method to calculate the adjustment, and the 

frequency that adjustments will be considered. The rate to be charged for the adjusted quantity 

of water for all classifications of accounts shall be the commodity charge for the lowest 
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consumption range of the single-family residential rate for the service area. (Ord. 2321 § 2, 2006: 

Ord. 1682 § 6 (part), 1992). 

13.16.070 Application for service. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 13.16.080 Connection required – When – How made – 

Warrant to fund. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 13.16.090 Separate accounts for funds. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 13.16.110 Irrigation, sprinkling, recreational water 

consumption. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 13.16.120 Billing. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 13.16.125 Partial payments. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 13.16.130 Failure to pay connection fees – Liens – 

Administrative costs. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 13.16.140 Effect of billing. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 13.16.150 Senior citizen credit. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 13.16.160 Returned checks. 

Repealed by Ord. 1682. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1682?product=RMC
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Chapter 13.17 

UTILITY ACCOUNTS 

Sections: 

13.17.010    Utility accounts. 

13.17.020    Billing. 

13.17.030    Due date. 

13.17.040    Billing statements. 

13.17.050    Returned payments. 

13.17.060    Partial payments. 

13.17.070    Delinquent accounts. 

13.17.080    Delinquent account processing. 

13.17.010 Utility accounts. 

A.  Utility accounts shall be established for any property, structure, or use receiving water, 

sewer, or storm waterstormwater services. The Finance Department may aggregate or separate 

accounts for such properties, structures, or uses as it determines appropriate considering 

property ownerships, tenants, consolidation of bills, shut-offshut off and lien procedures, and 

any other applicable factors. 

B.  Accounts for water service shall be established as soon after water meter installation as 

feasible. Water service shall be billed from date of meter installation. Water service accounts 

shall only be terminated after removal of the structure or use receiving water service and 

removal of the meter as processed through a water shut-offshut off. Accounts for structures 

which are temporarily or permanently vacant shall continue to receive regular service charges. 

C.  Accounts for sewer service shall be established as soon after the side sewer connection as 

feasible. Sewer service shall be billed from date of side sewer connection. Sewer service 

accounts shall only be terminated after removal of the structure or use receiving sewer service, 

and removal of the side sewer providing the service as documented by a side sewer permit 

inspection. 
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D.  Storm waterStormwater service shall be billed at such time that Public Works notifies Utility 

Billing that impervious surface on a parcel has changed. Storm waterStormwater service 

accounts shall only be terminated when parcels are returned to “undeveloped” status based on 

a restoration plan approved by the City. (Ord. 2464 § 2 (part), 2009: Ord. 1682 § 7 (part), 1992). 

13.17.020 Billing. 

A.  Billing for single-family residential and middle housing townhouses and cottage houses 

shall be bimonthly. Billing for multifamily residential, middle housing except for townhouses 

and cottage houses, commercial, other developed (storm waterstormwater only), and irrigation 

shall be monthly, except that multifamily residential, commercial, other developed, and 

irrigation may be billed bimonthly for isolated uses located within single-family areas. Billing 

dates may be staggered throughout the month and billing dates shall be established 

administratively by the Finance Director. 

B.  Fixed monthly charges shall apply from billing date to billing date, read date to read date, or 

shall apply for a one-month period of time, as determined by the Finance Director, and may be 

prorated based on the number of days in the billing period. Commodity charges shall be based 

on consecutive meter readings which shall be scheduled to be completed a reasonable time 

before the billing dates. 

C.  If on the billing date the meter reading for the billing period shall not have been completed, 

the consumption for the billing period shall be estimated from patterns of previous 

consumption. 

D.  For water and sewer accounts a final billing will be processed when a change in ownership 

or a change in tenants occurs. 

E.  A final storm waterstormwater bill for a change in tenants will only be processed if the 

account is classified as single-family or middle housing and is billed with the water or sewer 

bills as indicated in Section 13.17.040.B. 

F.  For storm waterstormwater accounts classified as “other developed,” a final bill will only be 

processed when there is a change in parcel ownership or unit ownership for middle housing. 
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G.  An administrative fee in an amount established by the Finance Director to cover the 

administrative costs for processing a final bill shall be charged to any account for which a final 

billing is processed. (Ord. 3222 § 9, 2025; Ord. 2464 § 2 (part), 2009: Ord. 1762 § 7, 1994; Ord. 1682 § 7 (part), 

1992). 

13.17.030 Due date. 

All rates and charges for water service, hydrant use, sewer service and storm waterstormwater 

management service shall be due on the day stated in the billing statement. (Ord. 2464 § 2 (part), 

2009: Ord. 1682 § 7 (part), 1992). 

13.17.040 Billing statements. 

A.  Water and sewer billing statements for single-family residential, multifamily residential, 

middle housing, commercial and irrigation accounts shall be made in the name of the property 

owner, or pursuant to a property owner’s written agreement with the City, to a management 

company, tenant or other authorized agent. 

B.  For residential parcels classified as single-family by the storm waterstormwater code, 

Section 13.18.040.E, the storm waterstormwater fee shall be billed with the sanitary sewer or 

on the water bill for the entire parcel if the property is served by those utilities. 

C.  For “other developed” parcels and middle housing units, a single storm waterstormwater-

only bill will be issued to the property owner (taxpayer) of record per the King County Assessor 

Records. At the written request of the property owner, the bill may be forwarded to a property 

management company or a payment processing center; however, no storm waterstormwater 

billings for “other developed” parcels will be made in the name of a tenant. Property held in 

common by several owners may be billed to a homeowners’ association or property 

management company at the written request of the property owners. 

D.  A separate storm waterstormwater bill shall be issued to the property owner (taxpayer) of 

record per the King County Assessor Records for single-family and other developed parcels 

within the City which are not City water or sanitary sewer customers. 
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E.  Billings made to persons other than the property owner shall not relieve the owner of the 

property from liability for payments of rates and charges for water service, hydrant use, sewer 

service and storm waterstormwater management service, including, but not limited to, monthly 

charges, commodity charges, delinquency charges, lien fees and court fees and shall not in any 

way affect the lien rights of the City against the property to which the services are furnished. 
(Ord. 3222 § 10, 2025; Ord. 2464 § 2 (part), 2009: Ord. 1682 § 7 (part), 1992). 

13.17.050 Returned payments. 

An account for which a payment for rates and charges for water, sewer, or storm 

waterstormwater services is made to the City and said payment is not honored by the bank or 

other financial institution for insufficient funds or for any other reason, shall be charged an 

administrative fee in an amount as established by the Finance Director. (Ord. 2464 § 2 (part), 2009: 

Ord. 2321 § 3, 2006: Ord. 1682 § 7 (part), 1992). 

13.17.060 Partial payments. 

A.  Any payment of fees and charges for water, sewer, or storm waterstormwater services shall 

be applied to the outstanding fees and charges in the following manner: 

1.  Where a single combined bill is sent to an account holder for water, sewer and storm 

waterstormwater, any payment received shall be applied to the outstanding fees and 

charges in the following manner: 

a.  To the fees and charges of the billing with the earliest due date. 

b.  In the following order of fees and charges within said billing: 

i.  Fees and charges not identified below. 

ii.  MetroKing County Wastewater Treatment Division sewagewastewater disposal 

component of the sewer service charges. 

iii.  Storm waterStormwater service charges. 

iv.  Redmond collection component of the sewer service charges. 
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v.  Water service charges. 

2.  Where separate bills for water, sewer, and storm waterstormwater are sent to a single 

account holder or to multiple account holders for a single parcel, any payment received 

shall be applied to the outstanding fees and charges owed by the account holder 

submitting payment. (Ord. 2464 § 2 (part), 2009: Ord. 1682 § 7 (part), 1992). 

13.17.070 Delinquent accounts. 

Any account for which a fee or charge shall remain unpaid at the close of business on the due 

date shall be delinquent. (Ord. 2464 § 2 (part), 2009: Ord. 1682 § 7 (part), 1992). 

13.17.080 Delinquent account processing. 

A.  Interest shall be charged for any sewer or storm waterstormwater fee or charge, or any 

portion thereof, which has not been paid within sixty days of the due date. The interest rate 

shall be 8 percent per annum computed on a monthly basis. This interest charge shall be billed 

on each regular billing as the charges become applicable. 

B.  The Public Works Director together with the Finance Director shall establish regulations and 

procedures for discontinuing water service to properties for which water service fees become 

delinquent. These regulations and procedures shall provide for a date at which delinquent 

accounts will be processed for shutoff and shall provide for a notice to be given advising of the 

planned discontinuance of water service. Administrative fees in an amount established by the 

Finance Director to cover the administrative costs of notification and processing shall be 

charged to any account for which delinquent water fees and charges remain unpaid in 

accordance with said rules and regulations. Administrative fees in an amount established by 

the Finance Director to cover the cost to turn off and turn on water service shall be charged to 

any account for which an employee of the City is sent to the property to turn on or turn off the 

water in accordance with said rules and regulations. 

C.  All fees and charges for water, sanitary sewer and storm waterstormwater services 

including but not limited to all charges for turning water on or off, together with any penalties 

and interest that may be provided by ordinance, shall be a lien upon the property to which the 
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water, sanitary sewer and/or storm waterstormwater service is furnished superior to all other 

liens and encumbrances whatsoever, except those for general taxes and local and special 

assessments. Liens shall be enforced by the City in the manner provided by law. 

D.  The Public Works Director together with the Finance Director shall establish regulations and 

procedures for the filing of liens against properties for nonpayment of sewer and storm 

waterstormwater fees and charges. In the event that the City shall prepare and/or record a 

written lien against a property pursuant to state law, administrative fees in amounts 

established by the Finance Director shall be charged to cover the administrative costs of 

preparing and filing such lien and shall be added to the delinquent charges. In the event that 

the City shall prepare and/or file a claim in small claims court for nonpayment of sewer and 

storm waterstormwater fees and charges, administrative fees in amounts established by the 

Finance Director shall be charged to cover the administrative costs of preparing and filing such 

claim and shall be added to the delinquent charges. In addition to the administrative fee, 

reasonable attorney’s fees as may be awarded by the court shall be charged to the account. 

E.  The additional and concurrent method of enforcing the lien of the City for the delinquent 

and unpaid sewer and storm waterstormwater fees and charges by turning off the water 

service to the premises to which water, sanitary sewer, and storm waterstormwater 

management services are furnished shall not be exercised after two years from the date of 

recording of the lien notice, as provided by law, except to enforce payment of one year’s 

charges for which no lien notice is required by law to be recorded. 

F.  The Finance Director and/or the Public Works Director, or their respective designees, shall 

have the authority to adjust the amount of any service charges and to waive all or any portion 

of the interest charges and administrative fees established by this section in the case of errors, 

malfunctions of meters or other system components, excusable neglect, undue hardship, 

uncollectible debt, or other similar extenuating circumstance. (Ord. 2464 § 2 (part), 2009: Ord. 2236 

§§ 4, 5, 7, 2004; Ord. 1682 § 7 (part), 1992). 

Chapter 13.18 

STORM WATERSTORMWATER MANAGEMENT UTILITY 

Sections: 
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13.18.010    Storm waterStormwater management utility created – Responsibilities. 

13.18.020    Administrator of utility. 

13.18.030    Ownership of City storm waterstormwater facilities and assets. 

13.18.040    Rates and charges – Definitions. 

13.18.050    System of charges. 

13.18.060    Rate adjustment. 

13.18.070    Authority to promulgate rules. 

13.18.080    Repealed. 

13.18.010 Storm waterStormwater management utility created – 

Responsibilities. 

There is created and established pursuant to Chapters 35A.80 and 35.67 RCW a storm and 

surface water utility to be known as the “Redmond Storm WaterStormwater Management 

Utility.” All references to “the utility” in this chapter refer to the Redmond Storm 

WaterStormwater Management Utility. The utility will have primary authority and responsibility 

for carrying out the City’s Stormwater and Surface Water System Plancomprehensive drainage 

and storm sewer plan, including responsibilities for planning, design, construction, 

maintenance, administration, and operation of all city storm and surface water facilities, as well 

as establishing standards for design, construction, and maintenance of improvements on 

private property where these may affect storm and surface water management. (Ord. 2864 § 2 

(part), 2016: Ord. 2464 § 3 (part), 2009: Ord. 1409 § 1 (part), 1988). 

13.18.020 Administrator of utility. 

The Director of Public Works Director shall be ex officiothe administrator of the utility. (Ord. 2864 

§ 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2464 § 3 (part), 2009: Ord. 1409 § 1 (part), 1988). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35A.80
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.67
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13.18.030 Ownership of City storm waterstormwater facilities and 

assets. 

The utility owns and is vested in all titles and incidents of ownerships in the following assets 

and rights related to the city's stormwater and surface water drainage system. This includes: all 

properties, interests, and physical and intangible rights of every nature owned or held by the 

City, however acquired, insofar as they relate to or concern stormwater or surface waters or 

both. This ownership applies without limitation and to include, all properties, interests, and 

rights acquired by adverse possession or by prescription, directly or through another, in and to 

the drainage or storage, or both, of stormwater or surface waters, or both, through, under, or 

over lands, watercourses, sloughs, streams, ponds, lakes, and swamps, all beginning in each 

instance, at a point where stormwater or surface waters first enter the stormwater and surface 

water system of the City and ending in each instance at a point where the stormwater or 

surface waters exit from the stormwater and surface water system of the City, and in width to 

the full extent of inundation caused by storm or flood conditions. The utility’s ownership 

extends together to all funds on deposit to the City Stormwater Capital Improvement Fund and 

future revenues of said fundTitle and all other incidents of ownership of the following assets 

are vested in the utility: All properties, interests, and physical and intangible rights of every 

nature owned or held by the City, however acquired, insofar as they relate to or concern storm 

or surface water sewage, further including, without limitation, all properties, interests, and 

rights acquired by adverse possession or by prescription, directly or through another, in and to 

the drainage or storage, or both, of storm or surface waters, or both, through, under, or over 

lands, watercourses, sloughs, streams, ponds, lakes, and swamps, all beginning in each 

instance, at a point where storm or surface waters first enter the storm and surface water 

system of the City and ending in each instance at a point where the storm or surface waters exit 

from the storm and surface water system of the City, and in width to the full extent of 

inundation caused by storm or flood conditions, together with all funds on deposit in the City 

storm drainage construction fund and future revenues of said fund. (Ord. 2864 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 

2464 § 3 (part), 2009: Ord. 1409 § 1 (part), 1988). 

13.18.040 Rates and charges – Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms have the meanings set forth below: 
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A.  “Developed parcel” means a parcel of real property which has been altered by grading or 

filling of the ground surface, or by construction of any improvement or other impervious 

surface area which affects the hydraulic properties of the parcel. 

B.  “Impervious surface” means those hard surfaced areas which either prevent or retard the 

entry of water into the soil in the manner that such water entered the soil under natural 

conditions preexisting any development on the property, and/or those hard surfaced areas 

which cause water to run off the surface in greater quantities or at an increased rate of flow 

from that present under natural conditions preexisting any development on the property, 

including, but not limited to, such surfaces as rooftops, “green roofs,” asphalt or concrete 

sidewalks, paving, driveways, parking lots, walkways, patio areas, storage areas, and gravel, 

oiled macadam, pervious asphalt or concrete, or other surfaces which similarly affect the 

natural infiltration or runoff patterns existing prior to development. 

C.  “Impervious unit” means a configuration or conglomeration of impervious surface 

estimated to contribute an amount of runoff to the City’s storm waterstormwater management 

system which is approximately equal to that created by the average single-family residential 

parcel. One impervious unit (IU) is equivalent to 2,000 square feet of impervious surface area. 

For purposes of computation of rates and charges, impervious units are truncated to the 

nearest tenth. 

D.  “Parcel” means the smallest separately segregated unit or plot of land having an identified 

owner, boundaries and surface area which that constitutes a separate lot or tract capable of 

being conveyed without further subdivision. 

E.  “Single-family parcel” means a parcel which has been actually developed with a one single-

family residence. 

F.  “Undeveloped parcel” means any parcel of real property which has not been altered by 

grading or filling of the ground surface, or by construction of any improvement or other 

impervious surface area which that affects the hydraulic properties of the parcel. 

G.  Repealed by Ord. 2864. 

H.  “Other developed parcel” means any developed parcel not defined as a single-family parcel 

in subsection E of this section, including middle housing and rights-of-way. (Ord. 3222 § 11, 2025; 

Ord. 2864 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2464 § 3 (part), 2009: Ord. 1823 § 1, 1995; Ord. 1433 § 1, 1988: Ord. 1409 § 1 

(part), 1988). 
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13.18.050 System of charges. 

The following monthly service charges are established for all parcels of real property within the 

boundaries of the City, as they now exist or as they may be hereafter amended, for the purpose 

of carrying on the responsibilities of the storm waterstormwater management utility. All 

developed parcels shall be charged the monthly service charge regardless of whether the 

parcel has a storm drainage connection to the storm waterstormwater system. 

A.  Undeveloped Parcels. Undeveloped parcels shall not be charged. 

B.  Single-Family Parcels. The monthly service charge for each single-family parcel shall be 

$16.97 per month for 2025, and a base charge of $17.06 per month for 2026 and after, which 

shall hereafter be referred to as the “base rate.” 

C.  Other Developed Parcels. The monthly service charge for all other developed parcels, 

including middle housing, city-owned properties and rights-of-way, shall be computed by 

multiplying the base rate times the number of impervious units applicable to the parcel times 

the rate adjustment for the parcel as determined under Section 13.18.060. This formula is 

expressed mathematically as follows: 

Charge = Base Rate x IUs x Rate Adjustment 

D.  Minimum Charge. Notwithstanding the number of impervious units applicable to any 

individual property, there shall be a minimum monthly service charge for all developed 

properties equal to the base rate. (Ord. 3222 § 12, 2025; Ord. 3194 § 2, 2024; Ord. 3109 § 1, 2022; Ord. 

2864 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2464 § 3 (part), 2009: Ord. 2320 § 1, 2006; Ord. 2237 § 1, 2004; Ord. 2040 § 1, 1999; 

Ord. 1727 § 1, 1993; Ord. 1433 § 2 (part), 1988). 

13.18.060 Rate adjustment. 

A.  Generally. The rate adjustment used to compute the monthly service charge for parcels shall 

be determined by taking the coverage factors set forth in subsection B of this section and 

adding or subtracting any applicable water quality and quantity credits, and any special 

program adjustment, as determined under subsections C and D of this section. Parcels served 

by multiple water quality or quantity facilities will have the rate adjustment calculated based on 
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the percentage of area treated by each facility. Parcel(s) utilizing regional water quality and 

quantity facilities are not eligible for the rate adjustment(s). 

B.  Coverage Factor.  

For Impervious Surface Expressed as a 

Percentage of Total Parcel Area Over 

Rate Adjustment Is 

30% + 1.10 

40% + 1.20 

50% + 1.30 

60% + 1.40 

70% + 1.50 

80% + 1.60 

90% + 1.70 

Portions of a parcel receiving an infiltration or dispersion credit shall receive a coverage factor 

of 1. The remainder of the parcel will receive a coverage factor based on the entire parcel. 

C.  Water Quantity and Quality Credits:.  

1.  Quantity Credits.  

 
Description Examples Credit 

High 

Performance 

Designed 

systems 

that prevent 

• Rainwater 

Harvesting and 

Reuse 

-0.4 
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Description Examples Credit 

the majority 

of runoff 

from 

leaving the 

site. 

• Full infiltration or 

dispersion (equal 

to 91% or greater) 

• LID Performance 

Standard + Flow 

Control 

Full Control Designed 

systems 

that control 

the majority 

of runoff 

from the 

site. 

• Detention (2001 

StandardStandard, 

minimum) 

-0.2 

• Private Direct 

Discharge 

• Infiltration (91% 

annual runoff 

volume) 

Partial 

Control 

Designed 

systems 

that 

partially 

control the 

runoff from 

the site. 

• Detention (1992 

Standard) 

-0.1 

• Rainwater 

Harvesting (State 

Definition) 

Other 

Control 

Designed 

systems 

that reduce 

or control 

runoff in 

• Other designed 

flow control 

-0.05 

• Other designed 

infiltration 
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Description Examples Credit 

some 

manner but 

do not meet 

the criteria 

above. 

Typically 

older 

systems. 

• LID Performance 

Standard 

2.  Quality Credits.  

 
Description Examples Credit 

Advanced Designed 

system that 

separates 

runoff from 

nonpollution 

generating 

surfaces. 

Infiltration 

of 

nonpollution 

generating 

surfaces 

-.2 

Rainwater 

Harvesting 

and Reuse 

Enhanced Designed 

system that 

removes 

sediment, 

metals, 

and/or 

phosphorus 

to current 

Enhanced 

Treatment 

-.15 
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Description Examples Credit 

ecology 

standard. 

Basic Designed 

system that 

removes 

sediment to 

current 

ecology 

standard. 

Basic 

Treatment 

-.1 

Other 

Treatment 

Designed 

systems that 

improve or 

monitor 

water 

quality in 

some 

manner but 

do not meet 

the criteria 

above. 

State or City 

Required 

Monitoring 

-.05 

Oil/Water 

Separator 

Other 

designed 

water 

quality 

D.  Special Programs. Adjustments for special programs may be determined on a case-by-case 

contractual basis upon approval by the City Council. 

E.  Because developed city rights-of-way provide surface drainage, access to the storm 

drainwater pipes and overflow routes for storm waterstormwater in many areas, such 

developed rights-of-way shall have a fixed single rate adjustment of 0.3, notwithstanding any 

other provision of this section. 

F.  Repealed by Ord. 2864. 
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G.  The credits set forth in this section shall apply only if the on-site facilities for which a 

reduction in the rate adjustment is given met applicable standards upon installation, received 

approval of construction, and have been and are maintained and operated in accord with city 

standards applicable at the time of billing. In the event that the administrator of the utility 

determines that the operation and maintenance standards are not complied with, no reduction 

in the rate adjustment shall be made for water quantity, water quality, or special programs for a 

minimum of one year and until operation and maintenance do meet city standards, whereupon 

the person being billed may reapply for system inspection and for application of the special 

programs, water quantity and/or quality credits. 

H.  Developed rights-of-way designated as state highways shall have a fixed single rate 

adjustment of 0.3, notwithstanding any other provision of this section. (Ord. 2864 § 2 (part), 2016: 

Ord. 2794 § 2, 2015; Ord. 2464 § 3 (part), 2009: Ord. 1823 § 2, 1995; Ord. 1433 § 2 (part), 1988). 

13.18.070 Authority to promulgate rules. 

The administrator of the utilityFinance Director is authorized to promulgate rules and 

regulations governing the proration or other adaptation of rates to particular site 

circumstances and any other matters necessary to calculate or impose the service charges 

provided for in this chapter. (Ord. 2864 § 2 (part), 2016: Ord. 2464 § 3 (part), 2009: Ord. 1433 § 2 (part), 

1988). 

13.18.080 Billing and collection. 

Repealed by Ord. 2464.  

Chapter 13.20 

STORM WATERSTORMWATER DRAINAGE CAPITAL FACILITIES 

CHARGES 

Sections: 

13.20.010    Purpose. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2464?product=RMC
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13.20.020    Definitions. 

13.20.030    Storm WaterStormwater capital facilities charges imposed. 

13.20.040    Citywide storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge. 

13.20.045    Downtown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge. 

13.20.047    Overlake sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge. 

13.20.050    Storm waterStormwater capital improvement fund. 

13.20.060    Repealed. 

13.20.070    Collection of charges. 

13.20.080    Recording payments. 

13.20.090    Repealed. 

13.20.100    Additional requirements for development. 

13.20.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish storm waterstormwater connection or capital 

facilities charges for all properties within the City that are hereafter developed with impervious 

surface. (Ord. 3189 § 2, 2024; Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 2018: Ord. 2566 § 2 (part), 2010: Ord. 2464 § 4 (part), 2009: 

Ord. 2306 § 1, 2006: Ord. 2041 § 1 (part), 1999). 

13.20.020 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms have the meanings set forth below: 

A.  “Created impervious units” means the impervious units the project constructs.  The created 

impervious units consist of new impervious and replaced impervious.  If located in the 

Downtown and Overlake surcharge areas, then the new and replaced impervious in private 

property, public property, and public right-of-way are subject to the Regional Capital Facility 

Charge.  The new and replaced impervious in private property and public property is also 

subject to the City-wide Capital Facility Charge.   

BA.  “Development” means any alteration by grading or filling of the ground surface, or by 

construction of any improvement or construction or replacement of any other impervious 

surface area that affects the hydraulic properties of any parcel of land. 
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CB.  “Impervious surface” means those hard surfaced areas which that either prevent or retard 

the entry of water into the soil in the manner that such water entered the soil under natural 

conditions preexisting any development on the property, and/or those hard surfaced areas 

whichthat cause water to run off the surface in greater quantities or at an increased rate of flow 

from that present under natural conditions preexisting any development on the property, 
Impervious surface areas, including, but not limited to, such surfaces as rooftops, green roofs, 

asphalt or concrete sidewalks, paving, driveways, permeable pavers and pavement , parking 

lots, walkways, patio areas, storage areas, and gravel, oiled macadam, or other surfaces 

whichthat similarly affect the natural infiltration or runoff patterns existing prior to 

development. 

DC.  “Impervious unit” means a configuration or conglomeration of impervious surface 

estimated to contribute an amount of runoff to the City’s storm waterstormwater management 

system whichthat is approximately equal to that created by the average single-family residential 

parcel. One impervious unit (IU) is equivalent to 2,000 square feet of impervious surface area. 

For purposes of computation of the charges provided for in this chapter, impervious units are 

truncated (rounded down) to the nearest tenth. 

ED.  “Regional storm waterstormwater facilities” or “regional system” means public conveyance, 

detention, infiltration, and/or water quality facilities designed to manage storm 

waterstormwater runoff from specific areas of the City to meet the City’s water quality goals, 

and to support new development in a cost effective manner. Properties being developed may 

have the option to or be required to participate in the financing of the facilities, and in return 

requirements for on-site controls are eliminated or reduced. Proposed facilities are shown on 

the Proposed Regional Storm WaterStormwater Facilities Map in the Clearing, Grading, and 

Storm Water Management Technical Notebook. (Ord. 3189 § 2, 2024; Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 2018: Ord. 

2566 § 2 (part), 2010: Ord. 2464 § 4 (part), 2009: Ord. 2306 § 2, 2006; Ord. 2041 § 1 (part), 1999). 

13.20.030 Storm WaterStormwater capital facilities charges imposed. 

There are hereby established storm waterstormwater capital facilities charges which that shall 

be imposed upon all parcels which that are proposed to be developed within the City. No 

building permit, short subdivision or subdivision approval, or other permit allowing 

development within the City shall be granted except upon payment of a Citywide storm 
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waterstormwater capital facilities charge and, if established, a sub-basin storm 

waterstormwater capital facilities charge. Public capital projects are subject to the citywide and 

sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charges. (Ord. 3189 § 2, 2024; Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 

2018: Ord. 2566 § 2 (part), 2010: Ord. 2464 § 4 (part), 2009: Ord. 2041 § 1 (part), 1999). 

13.20.040 Citywide storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge. 

The Citywide storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge established by RMC 13.20.030 

shall be calculated for property development based upon the total number of impervious units 

proposed to be created by the development. The charge is $1,342.00 for each impervious unit 
shall be per the most current fee schedule. The total charge to be paid in connection with any 

development approval shall be determined by multiplying the total number of impervious units 

to be created by the proposed development by the charge for each impervious unit. (Ord. 3189 

§ 2, 2024; Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 2018: Ord. 2566 § 2 (part), 2010: Ord. 2464 § 4 (part), 2009: Ord. 2320 § 2, 2006: 

Ord. 2041 § 1 (part), 1999). 

13.20.045 Downtown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital 

facilities charge. 

The downtownDowntown sub-basin is an area generally bordered by the Sammamish River to 

the west, Bear Creek to the east, the railroad corridorRedmond Central Connector to the south 

and NE 95th Street to the north. .  The Downtown sub-basin boundary is not identical to the 

Downtown zoning boundary in the Redmond Zoning Code. The sub-basin is depicted in a map 

in the Storm WaterStormwater Technical Notebook. 

A.  Parcels which that are proposed to be developed within the downtownDowntown sub-basin 

shall not be required to construct on-site storm waterstormwater detention and water quality 

facilities as required elsewhere in this code, with the exception of those facilities noted in RMC 

13.20.045.B. In lieu of such construction, a downtownDowntown sub-basin storm 

waterstormwater capital facilities charge is hereby imposed upon all such parcels. The 

downtownDowntown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge shall be used 

by the City to design, acquire property for, and conduct other activities necessary to construct 



RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 158 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

regional storm waterstormwater conveyance, detention and water quality facilities (the regional 

system). 

 

B.  The downtownDowntown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge shall be 

calculated for property development based upon the number of impervious units proposed to 

be created by the development. The charge is $5,979.00 for each impervious unit shall be per 

the most current fee schedule. A credit of 80 percent may be applied to the number of 

nonpollution generating impervious units that are fully infiltrated managed by an approved 

private infiltration facility meeting current standards. The total charge to be paid in connection 

with any development approval shall be determined by multiplying the total number of 

impervious units to be created by the proposed development by the charge for each such unit 

minus the number of creditable impervious units multiplied by 0.80 of the charge for each unit. 

C.  The downtownDowntown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge 

provided for in this section shall be in addition to the Citywide storm waterstormwater capital 

facilities charge established by RMC 13.20.030 and 13.20.040. No building permit, short 

subdivision or subdivision approval, or other permit allowing development within the 

downtownDowntown sub-basin, shall be granted except upon payment of said 

downtownDowntown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge. 

D.  Owners of properties adjacent to the Sammamish River or adjacent to the publicly owned 

property immediately adjacent to the Sammamish River may seek to have their properties opt 

out of the City’s regional (sub-basin) storm waterstormwater system and the 

downtownDowntown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge or may seek a 

reduced downtownDowntown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facility charge. These 

properties must also have (or be able to construct) a private discharge system to the river. 

1.  Any owner of property that seeks to opt out shall make a proposal to the City 

identifying the ability of a property or set of properties to be served by a private discharge 

system to the river. Private properties under common control and/or properties that are 

part of an existing private drainage system may be included in an opt-out proposal. 

Properties separated by a public right-of-way may be included only if they are connected by 

an existing private drainage system. The Technical Committee will review the proposal and 

will approve it if the Technical Committee determines that the proposed private drainage 

system: 
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a.  Detains and treats all storm waterstormwater from the properties proposed or 

required to be served by the private drainage storm waterstormwater system in a 

manner that meets all City water quality and quantity control standards; 

b.  Can be constructed, installed, or improved without interfering with the ongoing 

operation of any other utility line or improvement within the public right-of-way or 

public property; 

c.  Can be constructed, installed, or improved within easements or other property 

interests owned or controlled by the applicant; 

d.  Will not adversely impact other properties in the vicinity; and 

e.  Otherwise meets the requirements of the City’s codes and standards. 

2.  The Director of Public Works Director and any property owner who would qualify to opt 

out of the City’s regional storm waterstormwater system and downtownDowntown sub-

basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge may agree on a reduced 

downtownDowntown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge in 

exchange for the property owner not opting out. The reduced charge shall be based on the 

estimated cost to design and construct the private storm waterstormwater detention and 

water quality facilities that would be necessary to provide a private storm waterstormwater 

discharge system meeting the City’s regulations, together with the amount by which the 

value of the property owner’s property would be affected by the use of a portion of that 

land for the private storm waterstormwater facilities. If the Director of Public Works 

Director and the property owner agree on the amount of the reduced 

downtownDowntown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge, the 

reduced charge shall be agreed to in a written instrument to be recorded against the title 

of the property. The reduced charge shall thereafter be applied to all properties or parcels 

subject to the agreement, and the property owner may not thereafter opt out of the 

regional (sub-basin) storm waterstormwater system and the reduced downtownDowntown 

sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge for those properties or parcels 

without the City’s consent. 

3.  The ability to opt out provided by this section applies only to the City’s regional storm 

waterstormwater system and the Ddowntown sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital 

facilities charge. All other charges, including, but not limited to, the cCitywide capital 
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facilities charge, the monthly storm waterstormwater rates, and the storm 

waterstormwater engineering, plan review, and processing fees associated with 

development applications, provided elsewhere in this title shall continue to apply to 

properties that have opted out or for which a reduced downtownDowntown sub-basin 

storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge has been agreed upon. (Ord. 3189 § 2, 2024; 

Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 2018: Ord. 2566 § 2 (part), 2010: Ord. 2464 § 4 (part), 2009: Ord. 2320 § 3, 2006). 

13.20.047 Overlake sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital 

facilities charge. 

The Overlake sub-basin is an area generally bordered by 148th Ave NE to the west, 156th Ave 

NE to the east, NE Bel-Red Road to the south and NE 40th Street to the north. The sub-basin is 

depicted in a map in the Clearing, Grading, and Storm WaterStormwater Management 

Technical Notebook. .  The Overlake sub-basin boundary is not identical to the Overlake Village 

zoning boundary in the Redmond Zoning Code.The Overlake Village Design District is a portion 

of the Overlake sub-basin identified within the Redmond Community Development Guide. 

A.  Parcels which that are proposed to be developed within the Overlake sub-basin shall be 

required to construct only those on-site storm waterstormwater detention and water quality 

facilities noted below and as further described in the Storm WaterStormwater Technical 

Notebook. 

1.  Fully infiltrate roof runoff where soils allow. (This may impact a project’s ability to 

achieve the maximum allowable impervious coverage.) 

2.  Meet Minimum Requirement No. 5 by fully infiltrating other hard surfaces where 

feasible. 

3.  Construct any interim storm waterstormwater facilities required to protect downstream 

properties or to provide water quality until regional facilities are constructed. 

4. Those onsite storm water treatment and/or infiltration facilities required in Overlake 

Zoning District. 
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5. Participation in the Overlake regional facility program provides basic water quality 

treatment only for projects north of NE 26th Street.   Projects that require enhanced water 

quality treatment are required to supply that level of treatment on the project site. 

In lieu of construction of additional facilities, an Overlake sub-basin storm waterstormwater 

capital facilities charge is hereby imposed upon all such parcels. The Overlake sub-basin storm 

waterstormwater capital facilities charge shall be used by the City to design, acquire property 

for, and conduct other activities necessary to construct regional storm waterstormwater 

conveyance, detention and water quality facilities (the City’s regional system). 

B.  The Overlake sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge shall be calculated 

for property development based upon the number of impervious units proposed to be created 

by the development. The charge is $10,929.00 for each impervious unit shall be per the most 

current fee schedule. A credit of 80 percent may be applied to the number of impervious units 

that are fully infiltratedmanaged by an approved private infiltration facility meeting current 

standards. The total charge to be paid in connection with any development approval shall be 

determined by multiplying the total number of impervious units to be created by the proposed 

development by the charge for each such unit minus the number of creditable impervious units 

multiplied by 0.80 of the charge for each unit. 

C.  The Overlake sub-basin stormwater capital facilities charge provided for in this section shall 

be in addition to the Citywide storm waterstormwater capital facilities charge established by 

Sections 13.20.030 and 13.20.040. No building permit, short subdivision or subdivision 

approval, or other permit allowing development within the Overlake sub-basin shall be granted 

except upon payment of said Overlake sub-basin storm waterstormwater capital facilities 

charge. (Ord. 3189 § 2, 2024; Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 2018: Ord. 2592 § 2, 2011; Ord. 2566 § 2 (part), 2010: Ord. 

2464 § 4 (part), 2009: Ord. 2443 § 3, 2009). 

13.20.050 Storm waterStormwater capital improvement fund. 

There is established a storm waterstormwater capital improvement fund into which shall be 

paid all storm waterstormwater capital facilities charges collected under this chapter, all area 

and frontage charges collected under previous ordinances, and all contributions made by the 

City and from other sources, and from which shall be paid the cost and expense of planning, 

designing, acquiring property, constructing and installing general and regional facilities for 
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storm waterstormwater management and flood control. (Ord. 3189 § 2, 2024; Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 

2018: Ord. 2566 § 2 (part), 2010: Ord. 2464 § 4 (part), 2009: Ord. 2041 § 1 (part), 1999). 

13.20.060 Disbursements to district. 

Repealed by Ord. 2306. 13.20.070 Collection of charges. 

The storm waterstormwater capital facilities charges imposed by this chapter shall be paid prior 

to issuance of any building permit, short subdivision or subdivision approval, or other permit 

allowing development within the City. (Ord. 3189 § 2, 2024; Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 2018: Ord. 2566 § 2 

(part), 2010: Ord. 2464 § 4 (part), 2009: Ord. 2041 § 1 (part), 1999). 

13.20.080 Recording Tracking payments. 

The Public Works Department shall establish a system for recording tracking payments of 

storm waterstormwater capital facilities charges made pursuant to this chapter in order that 

credit may be recorded and given for contributions made for storm water management general 

facilities and regional facilities in connection with that property. It is the intent of this section 

that development shall not be charged twice for the same proposed impervious unit and that 

where a proposed created impervious unit has been paid for pursuant to a short subdivision or 

subdivision approval, site plan approval, or other development approval required by the City, 

the applicant shall not be charged a second time for that unit when a building or other 

subsequent permit for the same development property is issued. The development shall 

provide supporting documentation of prior fees paid. (Ord. 3189 § 2, 2024; Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 2018: 

Ord. 2566 § 2 (part), 2010: Ord. 2464 § 4 (part), 2009: Ord. 2041 § 1 (part), 1999). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2306?product=RMC
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13.20.090 Additional requirements for development within district. 

Repealed by Ord. 2306.  

13.20.100 Additional requirements for development. 

The owners of all property within the City being improved or developed shall be responsible for 

the installation of an adequate storm waterstormwater management system within his or 

hertheir property in conformity with City standards and in conformity with the Stormwater 

Technical Notebook and the Stormwater and Surface Water System Plan comprehensive storm 

water management plan of the City. Payment of the Citywide and sub-basin capital facilities 

charges shall not relieve property owners and developers from installing stormwater 

managementsuch systems or from making such improvements to downstream storm 

waterstormwater facilities as may be necessary to meet all applicable requirements in RMC 

15.24.080convey storm water from the property to a receiving water or to a regional storm 

water facility without downstream flooding. (Ord. 3189 § 2, 2024; Ord. 2921 § 2 (part), 2018: Ord. 2566 

§ 2 (part), 2010: Ord. 2464 § 4 (part), 2009: Ord. 2306 § 3, 2006: Ord. 2041 § 1 (part), 1999). 

Chapter 13.21 

STORM WATERSTORMWATER ENGINEERING, PLAN REVIEW AND 

PROCESSING FEES 

Sections: 

13.21.010    Purpose. 

13.21.020    Plan review and processing fees. 

13.21.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to authorize the imposition of fees and charges for performance 

of various administrative storm waterstormwater engineering, plan review and processing 

within the City. (Ord. 1983 § 1 (part), 1998). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2306?product=RMC
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13.21.020 Plan review and processing fees. 

The fees for performance of various administrative storm waterstormwater engineering, plan 

review and processing shall be set by Council Resolution. (Ord. 1983 § 1 (part), 1998). 

Chapter 13.22 

BAN ON SALE OF LAUNDRY DETERGENTS CONTAINING 

PHOSPHATES 

(Repealed by Ord. 1733) 

Chapter 13.24 

WATER CONSERVATION 

Sections: 

13.24.010    Wasting water unlawful. 

13.24.020    Damaging water system. 

13.24.030    Penalty for violations. 

13.24.040    Water shut-off. 

13.24.010 Wasting water unlawful. 

It is unlawful for any person to waste city water through open or leaky faucets or through 

broken or leaky pipes, or in any other manner whatsoever. (Ord. 29 § 1, 1916). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord1733?product=RMC
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13.24.020 Damaging water system. 

It is unlawful for any person or persons to interfere with or damage in any way the City water 

system, including the dam, pipeline, hydrants, valve-boxes, or any part whatsoever of the City 

water system. (Ord. 29 § 2, 1916). 

13.24.030 Penalty for violations. 

Any person violating or failing to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter shall be 

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of 

not less than two dollars and not exceeding five dollars. 

Upon each succeeding conviction, the punishment shall be by a fine of not less than ten dollars 

and not exceeding twenty-five dollars. (Ord. 29 § 3 (part), 1916). 

13.24.040 Water shut-off. 

No water shall be furnished to any person found guilty of violating the provisions of this 

chapter until all fines are paid. (Ord. 29 § 3 (part), 1916). 

Chapter 13.25 

TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION DEWATERING 

Sections: 

13.25.010    Definitions. 

13.25.020    Purpose. 

13.25.030    Compliance with other city, state, federal regulations. 

13.25.040    Applicability. 

13.25.045    Temporary construction dewatering limitations. 

13.25.050    Management of contaminated groundwater and water quality standards. 

13.25.060    Temporary construction dewatering feasibility study. 
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13.25.070    Temporary construction dewatering plan. 

13.25.080    TCD suspensions or revocation. 

13.25.090    TCD effluent discharge. 

13.25.100    Replacement of drinking water supply. 

13.25.110    Administrative fees. 

13.25.120    Appeals. 

13.25.010 Definitions. 

A.  As used in this chapter, the following terms have the meanings set forth below: 

“Contaminated groundwater” means groundwater that is contaminated by the presence of 

man-made pollutants, including, but not limited to, gasoline, oil, solvents, pesticides, 

fertilizers, and other deleterious substances whose presence may cause drinking water to 

fail to meet state, federal, and local standards. 

“Development project” means the private or public construction, remodeling, or repair of: 

buildings, structures, or utilities. 

“Groundwater” means water in a saturated zone or stratum beneath the surface of the land 

or below a surface water body. 

“Radius of influence” means the radial distance from the center of a wellbore to the point 

where there is no lowering of the water table or potentiometric surface (the edge of the 

cone of depression). This distance can be calculated: a) as an estimate within hydrological 

groundwater modeling analysis conducted prior to the onset TCD at one or more 

development project sites, and b) via field observations occurring once TCD activities 

commenced at one or more development project sites. 

“Replacement water” means water purchased by the City Water Utility to offset drinking 

water supply that would have been produced by city water supply wells, had city water 

supply well production rates not been impaired by TCD activities. 

“Temporary construction dewatering” or “TCD” means the placement of wells or other 

mechanisms in order to capture, pump, and remove groundwater from a development site 

in order to conduct excavation, construct underground building features, or utility systems. 



RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 167 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

“Temporary construction dewatering operating policy” means an administrative operating 

policy adopted by the City’s Technical Committee that details the requirements for 

submittals and the methodologies required for submittals, and detail the methodologies 

the City of Redmond will use during review and oversight of TCD activities. 

“Waters of the State” as defined in WAC 173-226-030 and RCW 90.48.020 as hereafter 

amended. (Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 

13.25.020 Purpose. 

A.  This chapter regulates temporary construction dewatering within the City of Redmond. The 

provisions of this chapter are intended to prevent, limit, and enable the City to respond to TCD 

activities which impair the City’s ability to: 

1.  Deliver drinking water from the City water supply wells; 

2.  Safely convey and treat storm waterstormwater runoff within the City’s municipal 

separate storm waterstormwater sewer system (MS4) and private storm waterstormwater 

sewer systems; and 

3.  Manage the movement and disposal of contaminated groundwater in a manner that is 

in compliance with state and federal laws. (Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 

13.25.030 Compliance with other city, state, federal regulations. 

A.  All temporary construction dewatering activities occurring within the City of Redmond must 

comply with this chapter and all other applicable City, State, and Federal regulations, including 

but not limited to the following: 

1.  The Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. § 300f, et seq., as amended; 

2.  The Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1251, et seq., as amended; 

3.  The Washington State Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA), Chapter 70.105D RCW, as 

amended; 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-226-030
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.48.020
https://redmond.municipal.codes/US/USC/42
https://redmond.municipal.codes/US/USC/42/300f
https://redmond.municipal.codes/US/USC/33
https://redmond.municipal.codes/US/USC/33/1251
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.105D
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4.  The Washington State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), Chapter 43.21C RCW, as 

amended; 

5.  The City of Redmond Wellhead Protection Ordinance, Chapter 13.07 RMC, as amended; 

and 

6.  Water rights that have been granted to the City of Redmond by the State of Washington. 

B.  In the case of conflict, the regulations that are more protective of water quality shall prevail. 
(Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 

13.25.040 Applicability. 

A.  This chapter applies to all development projects that require temporary construction 

dewatering and for which cannot be demonstrated that groundwater will be captured, pumped, 

or removed from the development site at a rate of less than 500 gallons per minute. 

B.  This chapter does not pertain to permanent dewatering of completed underground 

structures and does not authorize permanent dewatering within the City of Redmond. (Ord. 2957 

§ 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 

13.25.045 Temporary construction dewatering limitations. 

A.  Temporary construction dewatering activities shall be limited to elevator pits, footings, and 

utilities within the Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas (defined in RZC 21.64.050.A). 

B.  Temporary construction dewatering activities for elevator pits, footings, and utilities shall be 

limited to the following within the Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas (defined in RZC 21.64.050.A): 

1.  The rate at which groundwater may be captured, pumped, or removed from the 

development site shall be limited to 5,500 gallons per minute or less; and 

2.  The duration of temporary construction dewatering at a site shall be limited to a 

maximum of one year, measured cumulatively from the first date of dewatering activity; 

and 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.21C
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.64.050.A
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.64.050.A
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3.  The depth of temporary construction dewatering allowed below the seasonal high 

groundwater elevation shall be limited to a maximum depth of nine feet. (Ord. 3223 § 2, 2025; 

Ord. 3093 § 2, 2022). 

13.25.050 Management of contaminated groundwater and water 

quality standards. 

A.  Temporary construction dewatering activities shall not cause contaminated groundwater to 

move across property boundaries and/or towards a City water supply well. Temporary 

construction dewatering activities shall also not accelerate the movement of contaminated 

groundwater towards a City water supply well. 

B.  Construction dewatering effluent discharged to Waters of the State shall meet Water Quality 

Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington (Chapter 173-201A WAC) or MTCA 

Surface Water Standards. 

C.  Construction dewatering effluent that is infiltrated into the ground must meet State 

Groundwater Quality Standards. (Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 

13.25.060 Temporary construction dewatering feasibility study. 

A.  A Temporary Dewatering Feasibility Study is required for all construction projects that 

require temporary construction dewatering and for which it cannot be demonstrated that 

groundwater will be captured, pumped, or removed from the development site at a rate of less 

than 500 gallons per minute. A Temporary Construction Dewatering Feasibility Study shall be 

submitted prior to construction as part of site planning and entitlement review processes. This 

feasibility study shall consist of a site specific hydrogeological and engineering analysis which 

details the potential dewatering-related impacts to the City water supply wells, to storm 

waterstormwater conveyance and treatment systems, and on the potential movement of 

underground contaminants. 

B.  The feasibility study shall: 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-201A
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1.  Include analysis of geotechnical project, and water quality considerations detailed in the 

Temporary Construction Dewatering Operating Policy adopted by the City’s Technical 

Committee; 

2.  Be conducted using the procedures and methodologies identified in the Temporary 

Construction Dewatering Operating Policy adopted by the City’s Technical Committee; and 

3.  Include a site-specific assessment of potential contamination, and identify any known 

contaminated sites located within the proposed TCD’s radius of influence. 

C.  The City of Redmond shall review Temporary Construction Dewatering Feasibility Studies 

completed in accordance with the Temporary Construction Dewatering Operating Policy to 

determine if the City will allow proposed TCD activities to occur at a development project site. 

The City of Redmond retains the authority to condition, deny, or allow TCD activities at 

development projects based on this review. 

D.  Development Projects who that have adequately identified and demonstrated that potential 

impacts to: 

1.  City water supply wells, 

2.  The City’s storm waterstormwater conveyance system, 

3.  Repealed by Ord. 2957, 

4.  Public or private storm waterstormwater runoff treatment systems, and 

5.  The movement of contaminants across property boundaries and/or toward city water 

supply wells, or the acceleration of such movement where the same already exists are 

negligible or can be mitigated, will be allowed to conduct TCD contingent upon the 

successful completion of a Temporary Construction Dewatering Plan. (Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 

2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 

13.25.070 Temporary construction dewatering plan. 

A.  A complete Temporary Construction Dewatering Plan shall include the information and 

items identified in the Temporary Dewatering Operating Policy. 
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B.  The City of Redmond shall review Temporary Construction Dewatering Plans completed in 

accordance with the Temporary Construction Dewatering Operating Policy, to determine that 

the development project has addressed all potential impacts to City water supply wells, storm 

waterstormwater conveyance and treatment systems, and the movement of contaminants. The 

City of Redmond retains the authority to add conditions and requirements to construction 

activities to the Civil Site Construction Permit. Private development projects shall not start TCD 

activities until the City of Redmond has granted the Civil Site Construction Permit. Temporary 

Construction Dewatering shall not begin at public capital improvement projects prior to 

approval of the site design by the City Engineer. Conditions and requirements shall be included 

with the development project construction contract as a special provision. 

C.  A Contamination Mitigation Plan shall be included as part of the Temporary Construction 

Dewatering Plan to address all contamination identified at the development site or within the 

proposed TCD’s radius of influence. Contamination Mitigation Plans shall include: 

1.  A hydrogeological evaluation of the potential movement of contaminants due to TCD at 

a specific site; and 

2.  All required information and actions detailed in the Temporary Construction 

Dewatering Operating Policy. 

D.  Conditions regulating the monitoring, mitigation, treatment, and disposal of contaminated 

groundwater shall be imposed on the development project. Acceptance of the applicant’s 

Temporary Construction Dewatering Plan shall be contingent on the City of Redmond’s 

satisfaction with proposed mitigation measures. (Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 

13.25.080 TCD suspensions or revocation. 

A.  The Public Works Director or his/her designee may order the suspension of temporary 

construction dewatering for any of the following reasons: 

1.  Storm pipe capacity has been exceeded, resulting in an unacceptable increased risk of 

flooding. 

2.  City water supply wells are impacted to such an extent that one or more City water 

supply wells cannot produce specified minimum quantities of water to fulfill supply to 
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water utility customers and the City or the City’s wholesale water supplier has activated an 

emergency water response plan. 

3.  Violations of state surface water quality standards (Chapter 173-201A WAC) when the 

TCD effluent discharges to surface Waters of the State. 

4.  Violations of state groundwater quality standards (Chapter 173-200 WAC) when the TCD 

effluent is infiltrated via dispersion back into a groundwater aquifer. 

5.  Repealed by Ord. 2957. 

6.  Storm waterStormwater runoff treatment system has been impaired. 

7.  When otherwise deemed necessary by the Public Works Director to protect public 

safety, property, and natural environment. 

B.  Notice of suspension or revocation shall be given in writing by mailing or otherwise 

delivering a copy to the applicant or the applicant’s onsite construction personnel. The 

suspension or revocation shall become effective immediately upon delivery or receipt and the 

applicant shall immediately cease all TCD activities. (Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 

2016). 

13.25.090 TCD effluent discharge. 

A.  TCD effluent shall be allowed to be discharged to the City’s storm waterstormwater 

conveyance system; provided, that the City’s storm waterstormwater engineering staff is able to 

verify that: 

1.  The effluent meets appropriate state water quality standards for dispersion into the 

surface Waters of the State; 

2.  Effluent discharge rates do not exceed those designated within the Temporary 

Construction Dewatering Plan; and 

3.  All other conditions stipulated in the Temporary Construction Dewatering Plan have 

been satisfied. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-201A
https://redmond.municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-200
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4.  Effluent discharge does not impair storm waterstormwater treatment systems. (Ord. 

2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 

13.25.100 Replacement of drinking water supply. 

A.  The Public Works Director or his/her designees shall determine if TCD activities at one or 

more developments are impacting a City water supply well. The following considerations shall 

be used to make this declaration of impact: Reduced expected instantaneous City water supply 

well production rate, water level within the City water supply well while pumping, time of year, 

and potential contamination or other factor to degrade the quality of potable water produced 

by the City water supply well. The evaluation of considerations leading to a determination of 

impact shall occur in accordance with the procedures and methodology detailed in the 

Temporary Construction Dewatering Operating Policy. 

B.  The Public Works Director or his/her designees may, at their discretion, allow TCD activities 

to reduce the instantaneous and annual rates of withdrawal if regional drinking water supply is 

available for purchase from Cascade Water Alliance. It is presumed that if regional drinking 

water supply is not available for purchase, the regional water shortage plan has been activated. 

C.  Development projects whose TCD activities have been determined to be solely or partly 

impacting the City of Redmond Water Utility’s production of the drinking water at a specific 

supply well shall either: 

1.  Cease TCD activities; or 

2.  With the Public Works Director’s consent, pay the City’s costs of purchasing replacement 

supply, if available, from the City’s water purveyor as a condition for continued operation of 

TCD activities. The Public Works Director may require the applicant to deposit sufficient 

funds with the City to defray the cost of purchasing replacement water for the duration of 

the TCD activities impact to supply well production prior to allowing the TCD activities to 

continue. (Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 
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13.25.110 Administrative fees. 

A.  The Public Works Director shall have the authority to impose administrative fees for the 

review of the Temporary Construction Dewatering Feasibility Studies and Temporary 

Construction Dewatering Plans required by this chapter in order to recoup the City’s costs of 

conducting the reviews. The administrative fees provided in this subsection shall be collected at 

the time the Temporary Construction Dewatering Feasibility Study and Temporary Construction 

Dewatering Plan is submitted and the City shall not be obligated to review the Study or Plan 

until the review fee is paid. 

B.  The Public Works Director shall have the authority to impose an administrative fee in order 

to recoup the City’s costs of inspection and monitoring during the implementation of 

Temporary Construction Dewatering Plans. Inspection and monitoring fees shall be paid at the 

time of construction permit issuance and the City shall not be obligated to issue permits until 

the administrative fees are paid. 

C.  The Public Works Director shall have the authority to impose an administrative fee on the 

purchase of replacement water from the City’s regional water supplier under this chapter in 

order to recoup the City’s costs of processing requests for such water. The administrative fees 

to be paid under this subsection shall be paid at the same time as the cost of the replacement 

water and shall be in addition to the cost of the water itself. 

D.  The Public Works Director shall have the authority to require development permit 

applicants to pay the cost of any outside technical assistance necessary to review and resolve 

issues and disputes regarding technical issues relating to Temporary Construction Dewatering 

Feasibility Studies and Temporary Construction Dewatering Plans. (Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 

2831 § 2 (part), 2016). 

13.25.120 Appeals. 

A.  The development project applicant and any party of record may appeal a decision of the 

City to approve, deny, or condition a Temporary Construction Dewatering Feasibility Study or 

Temporary Construction Dewatering Plan under this chapter. The appeal shall be made by 

appealing the decision on the underlying permit to which the Study or the Plan pertains and 
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shall following the procedures for appealing the underlying permit set forth in the Redmond 

Zoning Code. 

B.  The development project permit holder may appeal a decision by the Public Works Director 

to suspend or revoke permission for Temporary Construction Dewatering activities. The appeal 

shall be to the Hearing Examiner and shall follow the procedure set forth in the Redmond 

Zoning Code for the appeal of Type I permit decisions. The filing of an appeal shall not stay the 

Public Works Director’s order to cease Temporary Construction Dewatering Activities, but Public 

Works Director may, but shall not be obligated to, allow Temporary Construction Dewatering 

activities to continue during the pendency of an appeal if the same can be done consistent with 

the public health, safety, and welfare. 

C.  All appeals under this section shall be made on forms established under the Redmond 

Zoning Code and accompanied by any applicable appeal fee. No appeal shall be considered 

filed or complete until any applicable appeal fee is paid. (Ord. 2957 § 7 (part), 2019: Ord. 2831 § 2 

(part), 2016). 

Chapter 13.28 

SPRINKLING AND IRRIGATION 

(Repealed by Ord. 2455) 

Chapter 13.29 

WATER USE RESTRICTIONS 

Sections: 

13.29.010    Purpose. 

13.29.020    Water shortage response plan. 

13.29.030    Water use restrictions. 

13.29.040    Enforcement. 

13.29.050    Termination of service. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/enactments/Ord2455?product=RMC
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13.29.010 Purpose. 

A.  This chapter is an exercise of the police power of the City for the protection of the public 

health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City. This chapter establishes the conditions 

under which the use of water will be restricted due to lack of regional water supply or other 

water supply emergency. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all customers and water 

users using City of Redmond water, both in and outside the City, regardless of whether any 

customer or water user shall have a contract for water service with the City. (Ord. 2455 § 2 (part), 

2009). 

13.29.020 Water shortage response plan. 

A.  The Mayor shall approve a Water Shortage Response Plan that establishes actions and 

procedures for managing water supply and demand during anticipated or actual water 

shortages. The Mayor is authorized to implement the Water Shortage Response Plan’s actions 

and procedures at such times as the City’s water supply is threatened by or experiencing a 

water supply shortage. The implementation of Redmond’s Water Shortage Response Plan shall 

be done in coordination with the actions and procedures of Cascade Water Alliance and Seattle 

Public Utilities if the shortage is due to lack of regional water supply. (Ord. 2455 § 2 (part), 2009). 

13.29.030 Water use restrictions. 

A.  The Mayor, within the framework of the Water Shortage Response Plan, may impose, order, 

and enforce restrictions and/or limitations on the use of water by type of use, customer class, 

or geographic area, or other appropriate distinction depending upon the nature and extent of 

the water supply shortage. The use of water for irrigation, cooling, washing, or other uses may 

be forbidden, restricted, or regulated and such regulations may be made effective as to all 

customers or as to particular classes of customers. Rationing may be imposed during any 

shortage of water, either in lieu of or in addition to other measures hereby authorized. The 

Mayor is further authorized to make exceptions to such restrictions in specific cases as 

he/shethey finds reasonable, such as, but not limited to, watering newly seeded or sodded 

lawns, alleviating unnecessary economic hardship to commercial or industrial activities, or 

preventing possible damage to health, safety or welfare. The Mayor is authorized to promulgate 
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such rules and regulations as may be necessary to implement water use restrictions. The City 

shall not be liable for damages or losses resulting from the curtailment of water usage. (Ord. 

2455 § 2 (part), 2009). 

13.29.040 Enforcement. 

A.  The Public Works Department shall conduct public education efforts regarding the necessity 

of the restrictions for the public. The use of water that does not conform to the water use 

restrictions issued by the Mayor shall be a violation of this code. Enforcement of a violation 

shall be administered in accordance with Chapter 1.14 RMC, Enforcement and Penalties. 

Violations and penalties shall be in accordance with RMC 1.14.060. To enforce the provisions of 

this chapter, the Public Works Director and the Director’s designees shall have all of the 

authority and powers of the Code Compliance Officer as provided in Chapter 1.14 RMC. In 

exercising this authority and power, the Public Works Director and the Director’s designees 

shall comply with all of the applicable provisions of Chapter 1.14 RMC and shall be subject to 

any appeals provided under that chapter. If any monetary penalty imposed pursuant to this 

section is not paid within 30 days of issuance of a notice with a penalty amount, said penalty 

amount shall be entered upon the water bill for the account where the violation occurred as a 

special rate surcharge and shall be due and collectable as any other utility charge. (Ord. 2455 § 2 

(part), 2009). 

13.29.050 Termination of service. 

A.  Failure to comply with any Notice and Order regarding water use restrictions may result in 

the termination of water service. The Public Works Director and the Director’s designees areis 

authorized to shut off water to any water services serving the account where a violation of 

water use restrictions continues to occur. The Public Works Director and the Director’s 

designees may establish a date for shut-off and follow the regulations and procedures for shut-

off provided in Chapter 13.17 RMC, Utility Accounts, or the Public Works Director and the 

Director’s designees may, based upon the severity of the violation, immediately shut off the 

water services serving the account where the violation continues to occur. Shut-off shall be in 

addition to any civil or criminal penalties. (Ord. 2455 § 2 (part), 2009). 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14.060
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RMC/1.14
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Chapter 13.32 

FLUORIDATION OF WATER SUPPLY 

Sections: 

13.32.010    Authorization – Administration. 

13.32.020    Fluoridation equipment. 

13.32.030    Commencement of fluoridation. 

13.32.010 Authorization – Administration. 

The City Council authorizes and directs that a source of fluoridation approved by the State 

Department of Health shall be added to the public water supply and system of the City under 

the rules and regulations of the Washington State Board of Health, such addition to be 

administered and controlled in a manner approved by the Washington State Department of 

Health and the Director of Public Health and in accordance with the laws of the state. (Ord. 677 

§ 1, 1975). 

13.32.020 Fluoridation equipment. 

The City shall proceed to acquire, purchase, construct, install, operate and maintain in the 

manner provided by law all necessary and proper fluoridation equipment and supplies to carry 

out the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 677 § 2, 1975). 

13.32.030 Commencement of fluoridation. 

The fluoridation of the public water supply and system of the City not now receiving such 

fluoridation treatment shall be commenced as soon as practicable after the effective date of 

the ordinance codified herein, and the approval of the Washington State Department of Health. 
(Ord. 677 § 3, 1975). 



RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 179 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

Chapter 13.34 

STREETLIGHTING CHARGES 

Sections: 

13.34.010    Streetlight charges. 

13.34.020    Collection. 

13.34.010 Streetlight charges. 

A monthly streetlight service charge is hereby imposed upon all properties within that portion 

of the Rose Hill Water District assumed by the City of Redmond as of January 1, 1994, and which 

were subject to streetlighting charges imposed by the Rose Hill Water District as of that 

assumption date. The amount of the charge shall be $2.50 per month per property subject to 

the charge. The streetlighting charges imposed by this section shall apply to all service 

furnished on or after January 1, 1994, and shall, to the extent necessary, be retroactive for the 

purpose of recovering service charges between that date and the date the ordinance enacting 

this section becomes effective. (Ord. 1813 § 1 (part), 1994). 

13.34.020 Collection. 

The streetlight service charge imposed by this chapter shall be included on the customer’s 

utility account bill. any payments received on account of said bill shall first be allocated to the 

streetlight charge imposed herein and then to all other fees and charges for utility service in the 

order provided in Section 13.17.060. (Ord. 1813 § 1 (part), 1994). 

Chapter 13.36 

UTILITY EXTENSIONS OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS 

Sections: 

13.36.010    Intent. 

13.36.020    Conditions for extension of service. 



RMC Title 13, Water and Sewers Page 180 of 188 

The Redmond Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 3223, passed June 17, 2025. 

13.36.030    Application. 

13.36.010 Intent. 

The intent of this chapter is to specify the terms and conditions under which the City will 

consider providing water, sewer and storm drainage service to properties outside the City 

limits. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as, or is intended to constitute, the holding out 

of Redmond as a public utility generally willing to supply all those who request service outside 

its city limits. It is the intent of the City to supply such service only where the user complies with 

all terms and conditions of this chapter, and that the ultimate decision to extend services shall 

rest within the sole discretion of the City Council. (Ord. 1437 § 1 (part), 1988). 

13.36.020 Conditions for extension of service. 

Water, sanitary sewer and storm drainage service shall be extended beyond the City limits of 

Redmond only upon compliance with all of the following conditions: 

A.  The owner of the property for which service is requested must execute a utility extension 

agreement in a form approved by the City Attorney containing all of the following terms: 

1.  A warranty that the owner has title to the property and is authorized to enter into the 

agreement; 

2.  A statement specifying the location and line from which service may be extended; 

3.  An agreement by the owner to pay all costs of designing, engineering and constructing 

the extension to city standards and according to plans approved by the City Public Works 

Department; 

4.  A requirement that the owner secure and obtain, at the owner’s sole cost and expense, 

any necessary permits, easements and licenses to construct the extension; 

5.  An agreement by the owner to turn over and dedicate any capital facilities such as main 

lines, pump stations and wells, to the City upon completion of construction and to furnish 
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as-built plans, any necessary easements, permits or licenses, a bill of sale, and a 

maintenance guarantee to the City; 

6.  An agreement by the owner to pay connection charges; 

7.  An agreement by the owner to pay all utility service charges at rates applicable to 

properties outside the City limits; 

8.  An agreement by the owner to annex the property to the City at such time as the owner 

is requested by the City to do so; 

9.  A restriction on the use of the property which will ensure that any development or 

redevelopment meets the requirements of the City’s comprehensive plan, zoning code and 

building regulations: provided, that such restriction may not be required, or an alternative 

restriction may be substituted, when: 

a.  The utility extension is requested to serve property which, at the time of the 

request, is designated “Study Area” by the City’s land use plan map; and 

b.  The development or redevelopment meets the requirements of the county’s 

adopted comprehensive plan; and 

c.  The City Council finds that it is in the best interest of the City to approve the 

requested extension of utility service; 

10.  A statement that delinquent payments under the agreement will constitute a lien 

which may be foreclosed as other liens for sewer and water service; 

11.  A statement that the City may terminate service in the event of noncompliance by the 

owner with any term or condition of the agreement; 

12.  A waiver of the right to protest formation of a local improvement district for 

improvements which would benefit the subject property; 

13.  A clause providing that the agreement may be specifically enforced; 

14.  A requirement that the agreement be recorded with the King County 

recorderRecorder’s Office and constitute a covenant running with the land receiving 

service, and providing that all costs of recording the agreement will be borne by the owner; 

and 
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15.  A clause providing for attorney’s fees in the event of litigation. 

B.  All agreements for the extension of service beyond the City limits must receive approval 

from the City Council. 

C.  Any necessary approval by the boundary review board must be received prior to the 

extension of service. 

D.  Upon execution of the agreement and receipt of all approvals, the agreement shall be 

recorded with the King County recorder Recorder’s Office as a covenant running with the land, 

and all costs of recording shall be paid by the owner in accord with the terms of the agreement. 
(Ord. 1674 § 1, 1992; Ord. 1437 § 1 (part), 1988). 

13.36.030 Application. 

A.  Any person desiring to apply for the extension of water, sanitary sewer or storm drainage 

service outside the City limits or outside the Novelty Hill Service Area under the provisions of 

this chapter shall do so on a form provided by the City. The completed application form, 

together with a nonrefundable application fee set by council resolution, shall be submitted to 

the Public Works Department, and accompanied by the following: 

1.  A vicinity map on 8-1/2 x 11 inch mylarsheet, drawn to a scale acceptable to the Public 

Works Department, depicting the area for which service is being requested and the existing 

city facilities from which the extension is proposed to be made; and 

2.  A legal description of the property to be served by the extension; and 

3.  A statement of the nature of the proposed development and its conformance with the 

requirements of the City’s comprehensive plan, zoning code and building regulations, or, if 

the proposed development is within a designated study area on the City’s land use map, a 

statement of the nature of the proposed development and its conformance with the 

county’s adopted comprehensive plan; and 

4.  Such other information as the Director of Public Works Director determines is necessary 

to properly review the application. 
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B.  The Public Works Department shall review the application and forward the same, together 

with the department’s recommendation, to the City Council for determination. (Ord. 1674 § 2, 

1992; Ord. 1552 § 1, 1990). 

Chapter 13.38 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND PROCESSING SERVICES – COST RECOUPMENT 

Sections: 

13.38.010    Purpose. 

13.38.020    Construction drawing review project processing fee. 

13.38.030    Construction inspection fee. 

13.38.035    Fire sprinkler system construction inspection fee. 

13.38.040    Engineering report review feedeposit. 

13.38.045    Hydraulic model computer analysis feedeposit. 

13.38.050    Outside agency fees. 

13.38.060    Establishment of fee amounts. 

13.38.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to authorize the imposition of fees and charges for performance 

of various administrative and processing services relating to extensions of sanitary sewer and 

water utility service within and outside the City limits. (Ord. 1622 § 1 (part), 1991: Ord. 1553 § 1 (part), 

1990). 

13.38.020 Construction drawing review project processing fee. 

A.  Any person desiring to apply for the extension of water and/or sanitary sewer service within 

or outside the City limits, shall be required to pay a construction drawing review project 

processing fee. The City shall base the fee upon the following three criteria: (1) the linear 

footage of pipes to be installed and/or (2) an established flatbase fee and/or (3) a percentage of 

the estimated construction costs for special appurtenances. 
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1.  The linear footage for sewer mains shall be calculated on manhole to manhole runs and 

manhole to clean out runs but shall not include 6-inch side sewer pipes. 

2.  The linear footage for water mains shall be calculated on all pipe four (4) inches and 

larger but shall not include service lines or small lines to appurtenances (blow-offs, air 

vacuum release valves, etc.). 

3.  The construction drawing review project processing fee for special appurtenances, such 

as sewagewastewater pump stations, pressure reducing valves, booster pump stations, 

special metering devices, etc., shall be based on a percentage of the estimated cost of 

construction. 

B.  Upon submittal of construction drawings for review, a deposit for the construction drawing 

review project processing fee shall be paid in an amount determined by the Director of Public 

Works Director or his/her designee. Such deposit amount shall be based upon an estimate of 

the linear footage of utility mains to be constructed. The Public Works Director or his/her 

designee shall subsequently calculate the final fee based upon the actual linear footage of 

mains to be constructed and/or estimated construction costs. If the final fee is greater than the 

deposit, the excess shall be paid prior to construction drawing approval. If the final fee is less 

than the deposit, the overpayment shall be refunded or credited toward additional fees owing 

at the time of construction drawing approval. 

C.  Should construction drawings be reviewed and approved and the approval expire prior to 

the commencement of construction, the construction drawing shall be resubmitted for 

additional review for compliance with current standards and reapproval and additional 

construction drawing review project processing fees shall be paid. Should the construction 

drawing approvals expire after commencement of construction, because construction was 

terminated or halted for a period of time, construction drawings for any uncompleted work 

shall be resubmitted for additional review for compliance with current standards and 

reapproval and an additional Construction Drawing Review Project Processing Fee shall be paid 

as designated pursuant to 13.38.060. 

D.  Should construction drawings be submitted and a deposit for the processing fee made and 

the project abandoned, the deposit shall be forfeited. Should construction drawings be 

submitted and a deposit for the processing fee made and processing of the construction 

drawings is delayed for a period of time by the applicant, additional construction drawing 

review project processing fees shall be paid. Delay by the applicant shall include nonsubmittal 
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of requested additional information, nonsubmittal of revised construction drawings in 

accordance with the City comments, or direction from the developer to not proceed with 

review. The fee schedule to apply in these cases shall be as designated pursuant to 13.38.060. 
(Ord. 1697 § 1, 1992; Ord. 1622 § 1 (part), 1991: Ord. 1553 § 1 (part), 1990). 

13.38.030 Construction inspection fee. 

A.  Any person desiring to apply for the extension of water and/or sanitary sewer service within 

or outside the City limits, shall be required to pay a construction inspection fee. The City shall 

base the fee upon the following three criteria: (1) the linear footage of pipes to be installed 

and/or (2) an established flatbase fee and/or (3) a percentage of the estimated construction 

costs for special appurtenances. 

1.  The linear footage for sewer and water mains shall be determined as set forth in 

Section 13.38.020.A.1 and (A)(2). 

2.  The construction inspection fee for special appurtenances, such as sewagewastewater 

pump stations, pressure reducing valves, booster pump stations, special metering devices, 

etc. shall be based on a percentage of the estimated costs of construction. 

B.  The construction inspection fee shall be paid at the time of construction drawing approval. 

C.  Should construction drawing approval expire prior to the commencement of construction 

or any activities related thereto, any construction inspection fees paid shall be refunded less an 

administrative fee. Should construction or any activities related thereto commence and then be 

terminated, no refund of the construction inspection fee shall be made. Should construction or 

any activities related thereto commence and then be halted for a period of time and then 

recommenced an additional Construction Inspection Fee shall be paid as designated pursuant 

to 13.38.060. (Ord. 1697 § 2, 1992; Ord. 1622 § 1 (part), 1991: Ord. 1553 § 1 (part), 1990). 

13.38.035 Fire sprinkler system construction inspection fee. 

Any person desiring to construct underground piping which supplies a fire sprinkler system, 

wet standpipe system or dry standpipe system within or outside the City limits shall be required 
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to pay a fire sprinkler system construction inspection fee. The City shall base the fee upon the 

number of connections to the City main and the number of buildings served from the tap to the 

City main. Dry standpipes shall be for each separate dry standpipe system. (Ord. 1622 § 1 (part), 

1991). 

13.38.040 Engineering report review feedeposit. 

A.  Any person desiring to apply for the extension of water and/or sanitary sewer service within 

or outside the City limits shall be required to pay a deposit to cover all costs incurred by the City 

foran engineering report review, This fee which shall be assessed for review of all engineering 

reports, including a water or sewer system plan, plan amendments, pre-design reports, 

hydraulic grade line reports, siphon reports, special reports which may be included as 

appendices to environmental documents or which were required to be prepared through SEPA, 

site plan review or another Planning Department permit process, and any other similar report 

prepared for developer extensions and additions to the water and sewer systems. 

B.  Upon submittal of engineering reports for review, a deposit for the engineering report 

review fee shall be paid in an amount determined by the Director of Public Works Directoror 

his/her designee. Such deposit amount shall be based upon the complexity of the project and 

an estimate of the cost of city staff and third party consultant hours, including direct 

compensation, benefits and overhead, and costs of equipment and materials to be utilized. 

Additional deposit amounts may be required during the engineering report review. Additional 

payment amounts may be required during the review. The Public Works Director will 

subsequently calculate the final amount due after the engineering report review and approval 

process is complete. In the event the final amount due is greater than the deposit, the 

difference shall be paid prior to approval and/or final comments on the reports. In the event 

the final amount due is less than the payment, the difference shall be refunded The Public 

Works Director or his/her designee will subsequently calculate the final fee based upon both 

the actual cost of city staff hours, including direct compensation, benefits and overhead, and 

cost of equipment and material utilized during the engineering report review and approval 

process. In the event the final fee is greater than the deposit, the difference shall be paid prior 

to approval and/or final comments on the reports. In the event the final fee is less than the 

deposit, the difference shall be refunded or credited toward other fees owing at the time of 

approval and/or final comments on the reports. (Ord. 1622 § 1 (part), 1991: Ord. 1553 § 1 (part), 1990). 
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13.38.045 Hydraulic model computer analysis feedeposit. 

Any person desiring the City to perform a computer simulation of the City water system to 

assist in preparation of an engineering report or to determine the quantity of fire flow available 

from the water system shall be required to pay a hydraulic model computer analysis 

feedeposit. The City shall base the fee deposit on the number of separate computer 

simulations performed and on the complexity of the project and an estimate of the cost of city 

staff and third party consultant hours, including direct compensation, benefits and overhead, 

and costs of equipment and materials to be utilized. Additional payment amounts may be 

required during the review. The Public Works Director will subsequently calculate the final 

amount due after the analysis and approval process is complete. In the event the final amount 

due is greater than the deposit, the difference shall be paid prior to approval and release of the 

analysis. In the event the final amount due is less than the payment, the difference shall be 

refunded. (Ord. 1622 § 1 (part), 1991). 

13.38.050 Outside agency fees. 

Any person desiring to apply for the extension of water and/or sanitary sewer service within or 

outside the City limits, shall be required to pay the fee for any permit or approval charge 

assessed to the City by an outside agency, including, but not limited to the Washington State 

Department of Ecology, Washington State Department of Transportation, Washington State 

Department of Health, King County Agencies and Railroads. (Ord. 1622 § 1 (part), 1991: Ord. 1553 § 1 

(part), 1990). 

13.38.060 Establishment of fee amounts. 

The amounts of the construction drawing review project processing fee, the construction 

inspection fee, the fire sprinkler system construction inspection fee, and the hydraulic analysis 

fee, and criteria for the engineer report review fee and outside agency fees, shall be approved 

by resolution of the City Council. (Ord. 1622 § 1 (part), 1991: Ord. 1553 § 1 (part), 1990). 
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